Deep Winter

We were asl eep when it hit, and didndot really h
both found ourselves tossed out of the bed, she to the west, and rapidly covered in books and clutter from
a large bookshelf, metotheeastn t op of the dogsd beds. The dogs
to get out.

The first shock seemed to raise us up out of the bed and shift the bed under us. | know | bounced off of
the bed, my wife found herself in maieam and in migir, and tha hit the carpeted floor, grazing the
nightstand with her head on the way. The first thing | clearly remember is a noise, then the sound of the
large doublehung doubleglazed windows in our room exploding from the first wave of the quake. The
crack and sigting of our hundreédyearold wood frame house, then the dust and large parts of plaster
from the lathplaster walls then smacked into me as | lay on the floor. Yelling.

They later told us that it lasted under 20 seconds. It seemed like hours. Askimgdust from the

ceilings and walls settled down on us, | could hear my wife and daughter yelling for help. To say | was
disoriented would be to put it mildly. My glasses, usually on my nightstand, were nowhere to be found.
Neither was the nightstanthe radio, lamp, or my Maglite. All the power was off of course, and the bitter
cold wind now rushed in through the broken windows and reminded us of what winter really is all about. |
remembered that the weathercast was for lows in the teens, with villedelow zero, and snow

throughout the night, and tomorrow.

After a few moments that seemed much longer, | was able to find my glasses (bent, not destroyed) and the
big 4 D cell Maglight. Within a minute or so, my wife had freed herself from undgraper mountain,

with a few scratches and a couple of good bruises. The dust was rapidly being blown out the master
bedroom, toward west side of the house, which w
side. It was cold.

We picked our wathrough the collapsed ceiling, barefoot of course, through nails, broken glassware and
mountains of books. The fl oor was wuneven, altho
heard K., our daughter, yelling for help, but her door wasamicrushed in the frame. The seatiore 5

panel door was split, but still mem-less intact. | looked around for something to smash the door in, and
found a brick, from the collapse of the chimney. The brick chimney was part of the wall in the hallway,
and ran from the basement to a height of about
sky, and snow blew in through the hole and over the twisted stainless steel chimney liner. Smoke from the
still-burning woodstove was pouring throudjie tsplit seams. | hoped it was only the woodstove.
Hundredyearold wood burns really fast, and really hot.

| smashed in two panels of the door, and managed to break out one of the rails. | climbed through the hole
into the newlydevastated bedroom, addg my daughter out of the lath and plaster that had landed on

her old steel frame bed, which I|Iikely saved her
of cuts on her arm where the lath had hit her, and her bedframe was rammed intar thieefiour posts

now resting 60 | ower than they did a few minute
doublehung window, now void of curtains, trim, and glass. Through the snow I could see fires burning in
the neighborhood, buthadtogetaus | out of the house. I heard my
AfiHe6s alive. o | vyelled back to him, asking if h
house on fire?o0 fANO but thereds |l ots of fires

The cold vas really hitting us now, and my hands and feet were going numb. | grabbed clothing as | could
for my daughter, and backed us out of the room. The bathroom off to our left was fairly intact, it had been



remodeled with sheetrock instead of lath and plastex.window, of course, was gone. My wife told me

to Ilook at the stairséthey were al most all gone
the stairs was gone as was the gable that held it, now open to the sky. | noticed thatwerelogswith

us. They were able to traverse the debris and get down to the main floor, | hoped. | yelled to my son, and
asked i f he had the dogs. He told me they made
no way that werbudh tmtpheeWeipickeddoarway throhigh the hall, back into our
bedroom, with the goal of getting our chain eselapleler out of the closet and get out through the

window.

We then got our first good look at our room. The entire ceiling was downpamela the lath and nails,

poking up at us. The dressers, desk, TV, and nightstands were laying about, although the big bookshelves
|l 6d built form my wife were still screwed to th
louvers from the das littered the place. The cold was getting worse.

We retrieved pants, socks and boots from the closets, which still had @ithrswere sheetrock. |

pulled on some socks, and tossed an armload of clothes and spare blankets out to my son, in the front
yard. He was standing out there in his pajanagshirt and lounging pants. Barefoot in 10 inches of

snow. My wife and daughter put on what clothes they could, and | dug out the ladder from the wreckage
of the closet. It was colder still. My daughter Bado shiver violently.

| pulled the ladder out of the box, and rapidly hooked it over the window sill. My son was pulling on
clothes in the dark and bl owing snow. It seemed
course, no power,notttn bouncing off the c¢clouds. o My wife w
her about the glass from the window. The rungs were slippery, and her hands very cold, but she made it tc
the bottom, with my son holding the chdadder for her. Next, was myadghter, who took longer, but

made it down eventually. | had my son get the SUV unlocked with the keyless entry, and get the blankets
out. Before I Il eft the room, |l took the time to
pair was soakewith snow), and put on warm clothes as | could find. | dug through the heavy layers of
plaster and found all of my keys, wallet, small maglight, Leatherman, a couple of powerbars, and my belt.
From one of the attic spaces next to where my dresser wassadpto be, | grabbed as many of the spare
sleeping bags as | could, and threw them out the window. Finally, | grabbed the base station CB radio and
the haneheld scanner. Out the window | went.

The wreckage of the house across the street had erugtach@s. | knew that there was one very

unpleasant woman that lived there alone, but by the time we got out of the house, it was apparent that if
she hadnét made it out by then, she never would
thatat least three families were out of town, and one single man worked nights. We heard sirens in the
distance, but nothing near by. Looking around outside, | could see some people in their yards, waving
flashlights about, trying to figure out what hit thelaveryone was hit. We had it goddve were all

alive.

Once | was down, | moved the sleeping bags and other stuff over to the driveway, tossed it in the back of
the Ford, and started it up. My wife had already checked out the kids for injuries. Othsrtteaemall
scratches and bruises, they seemed OK. The first aid kit in the back of the SUV was rapidly put to use,
then we stopped to take stock and to say a prayer. Both dogs showed up at that point, and | got out, put
them in the back, and warmed up éowhile. Everyone was glad to be alive. My son put on some of my
clothes and my old boots, which were too small for him. Teenagers, growing like weeds. We were all
wondering about the rest of the famil yoldaotheoss t
lived alone, but not far from my brother in law.



The garage was stil/l intact, fimore or | ess | su
especially shutting off the gas and checking to see if there was something | couldidougiag out the

fire in the woodstove. My wife tried to talk me out of it, but | won out in the end. | did make the
concession that my son could go with me, and hold the flashlight if | needed it.

| made my way first to the garage, which | rightly egfed to be a shambles inside. The freezer was
upright and apparently had not spilled itds con
leaning up against one of the four cars in the garage. My Galaxie convertible was now showered with
smal cans, stacks of sandpaper, and the trunk was now a resident to one of the wall cabinets, torn off of
the wall by the shockwave. The Mustang that my kids and | were restoring had fallen off the jackstands,
and landed on the tires stashed under it, crgstie of my toolboxes. | shut off the spanel that fed the

garage and barn from the house, retrieved a crescent wrench, and fire extinguisher and quickly closed the
door. It was still warmer in there than outside, and we might be living there, ifthebara s n 6t i nt a
barn was partly remodeled, and a couple rooms insulated, with a wood cookstove, stored water and a
sizeabl e portion of our emergency preps, -just i
canned pints and quarts were in asement of the house, now probably lost forever.

The house, as we could see in the lights from the Ford and the beam of the maglight, was probably a total
loss. Parts of the stone foundatiothose we could séehad cracked and were separated, soonrtgrni

into individual boul ders. The fact that it was
house had shifted I was sure, due to the [Iift t
built. The wood lap siding and wood shingtesthe upper floor were torn open in several places, bowed

and bent. ADamn.o | thought. 16d just finished

on the place, other than maintenance.

| shut off the gas meter on the south side, aed tbok a good look at it. The pipe was sheared off at the
meter on the inlet side, so shutting it off wou
made my way to the back porch, which had separated from the original construction afsthel taed

to open the door, and found it open, hanging over the collapsed oak floor, which was now resting in the
crawkspace, still fastened to the insulated joists. | climbed in, retrieved several arm loads of boots, winter
coats, hats and gloves, aid my son to take them to the car or garage. | found the second of the big
maglights and the four FRS radios, near the now smashed breadmaker, sitting askew on cabinets that hac
taken me a month to build. ADamn. o6 | thought, a

T he hous dapdecidtotidetbasemert, which was a very good thing, | thought. | carefully hopped
up into what was the kitchen, which also was in complete disarray. The fridge was still upright but minus
itdéds contents, and it | o th&wperdabinktewere tossedodtintlike c o
manner. The stove was in the middle of the room, partly blocking the door to the basement. A pile of oak
and bricks that had been a corner spice cabinet, formerly on the wall with the chimney, blocked the door
to the dining room. Somewhere in that, is the m

I lugged a second fire extinguisher out of the porch, and made my way to the west window of the dining
room. Part of the gl ass gevt the veindowltd checkron theovboddioger;, e |,
because part of the basement wall bel ow the din
single malt and tequila.o |I thought.

My son rejoined me, and we made our way into the living room througleanhere the side window

used to be. The front door was blocked by the fpgmrth ceiling, which was intact but draped like some
wooden curtain across the entire front wall. Inside, again, collapsed ceiling, furniture covered with plaster
and lath. My gandparents silk couch (these days covered with asiipr to help preserve it from wear)



was | ooking very out of place, the only furnitu
woodstove sat on itods ¢ bupdathe aawelidpsded erammeyhA slombut | o n g
steady plume of smoke came out of the outlet. | could only imagine what the basemeérihe

storeroom with a lot of our canned goods and my computerddooked like, with that chimney down.
Afewblastswitht he fire extinguisher, and | was reasona
afire. We grabbed some more clothes from my son
Back to the Ford to warm up. The temperature was 13°.

My wife hadpicked up the EBS signals about the quake, and lots of local news and emergency

information. 7.1 was the preliminary esti mate.
Hundreds were likely dead, with structure fires burning in most neighbdshbailding collapses, and at
|l east one dam failure. We had a powerbar, stash

actions. The Ford had a full tank, as did the other cars and our spare gas cans. So we at least had enougt
gas to get armd, keep warm, and make it through the short term. Most of the bulk storage, and a good
portion of canned goods and necessities were in the barn. By the look of it through the dark and the
blowing snow, it seemed to be OK.

The next step would be to chealdt the barn and get it secured if possible, and to check out the tent
trailer, stashed in a metal carport in the back field. | had the feeling that the propane stove it housed would
come in really handy very soon.

Forty-seven minutes had passed sifieeduake.

| changed from my &énor meescded Borels,iand gut dnary $osks whitetl was my
at it. | retrieved my hotfingers gloves from the console storage bin, pulled on my Gonzaga Bulldogs cap
and my oOowor kd p adi&Bayer dawifilled huchbebtleatl usuallypworg dnly to plow

snow, and grabbed a flashlight. My son, daughter and wife stayed in the SUV for now, my wife had
crawled into the back to tendi to punct ofthe woun
retrieverodos paws. The dog was not cooperative.
the north side of the house, the storage shed that held our spare gas, tillers and summer furniture.

Before making the trek too far, | made arettrip into the garage and grabbed a couple of bottles of

Gatorade that was |l eft over from our church you
Seemed like forever ago. | gave my wife the bottles, and told her to let me know on theHeR&Sws

anything she thought | needed to hear. ARight.
we al l needed. fAWell, webve got a blizzard, webd

next. o Neither notfcedthsn thatahe galcter ias sideaysin theldriveway. Hmmm.

First, the house. | only did one faptant on the way around the house, to check out the damage on the
north side, twisting my wrist. Great. The snow was blowing right out of the edsteamed to be mixed
with freezing rain, but | couldndét really tell
had once covered the stairwell, part of the chimney, and most of the siding on the north side of the house,
all in a heap, bying the door that led directly to the basement from that side of the house. It looked like
the power line weather head was ripped out of the roof and north wall, when the wires were pulled by
somet hi ng. | coul dndét t el Iter\waidabigchunkiaf sidindivweere dawo, | e
with the wires. The power pole was lying across my neighbors driveway, and over part of the road. No
worse than | expected, since | expected the worse. | could see some light coming from the house,
probably from acouple ofthe powef ai | ur e | i ghts that 16d put in.
when | was inside.



The Iittle metal wood shed | ooked fine. Filled
stay put, and with the plywood lining,i pr obabl y di dndét rack too much
wood available. Thatoll keep C busy, splitting.

Next, the equipment shed, as we called it. It held our riding mower, the two Troy Bilt tillers, a chipper,
and other stuff we used in thensmer. More importantly, it held our stash of 5 gallon gas cans, stabilized.

The shed was tilted, obviously off of i1tds foun
moved twice in itbds I|ife, oncedintagt. Thegascahswerestie d o
in their cubbies, and hadnét spilled. Good for

Finally, on to the barn. | made my way through the stock gate, left over from the previous owner twenty
years ago, who raised horses. The only current resident was pdbrabbit, the sole survivor of several

years of Dutch rabbit raising, none of it intended. Rabbits are funny that way. The east end of the 24x60
barn once held our Rhode Island Reds, which webd
thereand all the equipment | remembered, along with most of the old windows from the house, a lot of
two-by stock that | hadnét gotten around to using
end through the garden, past the little PVC framepdastic shell of the greenhouse, to the end wall of

the barn. The barn seemed to have very I|little d
should, which I found surprising, since the woo

The gardendols were everywhere, off the walls, in piles, and mostly in my way. The old garbage cans
that held my (many) hand tools were tossed over, and all the hoses stored for winter were on the floor.
The heavy plastic garbage cans that held the garden fenezerstill in their corner, behind the tomato
cages. The first door, to the woodshop, was closed, but the tempered glass was intact. My keys, rescued
from the wreckage of the house, opened the deadbolted door, and | was in. Most ofthmgvédols

were now on the floor and the bench, and my router table was on the wrong end of the shop. All of the
vinyl sliding windows were intact, but two of the three had broken latches. Most of the sheetrock had
cracked, especially the panels that wrapped the cdibag. Still, it seemed weather tight. The wood
cookstove, an old enameled monster from the 3060
was stild/l intact through the roof. | 6d hasee t o
if things were really OK, but | was encouraged. Now, on to the store room.

Things were a little worse in there. l 6d only f
mounted cabinets werendt s eundtoitThe walks arid leedingwadIthe s .
same damage to the sheetrock, and the catimgunt ed 86 fl uorescent | ight

or dropped their tubes. Either way, glass all over. A-wallunted mirror in the craft area had cracked and
partly shattered, and some of the cabinet doors had popped their magnetic latches and spilled their
contents. Nothing breakable though, although a couple of my-matgrs were now on the floor. And all
of the packages of small batteries.

The bulk stuffwheat, rice, sugar, oats, soybeans, and water, all were still upright in their barrels and
buckets. Five fivegallon cans of kerosene and a kerosene heater were also all fine, but one of the
kerosene cans was dented, and had pooched out some keroseihe fiilroap. Three small kerosene

camp lanterns were one the floor, next to the shelf where they were stored. Their globes were unbroken,
fortunately. | wondered how my Model 12 Aladdin lanterns were, in the house? Three spare chimneys in
t h e i rO ndidxesxwere still on the shelf in front of me, with a couple spare mantles. Our much newer
Coleman duafuel lanterns were also there, and below them, both @&wd threeburner Coleman stoves.

| knew that | had probably 13dallon cans of fuel forthe Coe mans i n the shed and
made it through the shaking without something landing on them. One of the racks of shelves held my
collection of old Mac computers, and my old Power Mac 8500 was right on the floor, where | left it. The



monitor, hovever, was now in pieces.

The shelves on the north side of the room were designed for a couple of things, including canned good
and bulk storage, and if need be, bunks. The shelves hadsafatteat held most of the stuff in place, so
only a few smalltiings escaped. Nearly everything that was in the house as far asaigre goods,

was duplicated and then some out here. | did have a couple empty cases of quart and pint Ball canning
jars and all of the spare lids and rings, but the great majoribeof tvere filled, and stored in the house.
Now, under the house, probably in a smelly pile of tomato soup, peaches, pears, canned meat, and jam.
More than a hundred of them, easy. Next to probably 75 bottles of wine. All now, heading for the drain.

The 5kwgenerator, winterized and stored inside, was in the corner next to the roll of wire that fed the
barn through ités dedicated panel. The barn onl
wanted or needed mor e inmoewearvice, bredd iteff of ehpertabletsauxce t o
The generator had come in handy for the woodshop. | also picked up a PTO run generator for the Ford 8n
at a farm auction, but had never had the chance to make sure it worked properly. It wasinesiding

only unfinished part of the barn, next to yet another project, my 1940 Packard 110, untouched for about
five years.

| radioed my wife to drive the Ford out to the barn and park fitatlnear the outside crafoom door.

We could offload thesleeping bags, clothes, dogs and kids into the barn and figure out what was next
from there. Once she arrived and the equipment was unloaded, | unrolled an old (really old) mattress that |
had intended to haul off to the dump, and told the kids to gethiatosleeping bags and to listen to the

portable radio for news. By this time, 106d fire
out batteries for the little 12v TV / radio that resided in the barn, and | was getting ready to taket a look a
the chi mney. Wedd need heat, and soon. It was o

Back outside, | slogged through the field to the metal carport. The glow in the clouds from distant house
fires to the north, west, and south of us provided me an uncomfortableliglake the trip. The carport

held our tent trailer and that of a friend of ours for the winter, surrounded by a stacks ebiapsdrap

2x mill-ends that | used in the shop for heat. The trailers were fine, although the shed was twisted, and
had shedti 6 s -loadoobshow. | grabbed one of the ladders that was stored in the shed, and headed back
over to the barn. The barn roof iIis only sloped
getting up on the roof. | pulled off the cap and seremd shone the maglight down the chimney pipe. All
seemed OK, and | gave my wife the-@wead on lighting the stove. On went the cap, and back down the

|l adder 1 went. Wedd have heat shortly.

When | made it back inside, both kids and both dogs wereeométtress, and my wife had set up an old
66006s era camp cot. My son, ever hungry, was no
and washing it down with one of the vanilla cokes from my shop fridge.

AYou two should gedGs sponeng | te@ pbe Tomoenryw | ong d
rty

scratched and di . It was only 3:45. ANo, I w
Deep Winter

Part 3

My wife and | moved into the other room, while our kids listened to the repoftse radio, turned down

|l ow. There wasnbét much chance that theyod fall

a |little quiet time, and war mt h,-poweoed éneengendy ligt® t h

lit up the roomfor them. | took the big Coleman lantern into the other room, along with the three kerosene



camp lanterns and some fuel. Might as well get to work. We added some split wood and old untreated
cedar shakes to the woodstove, and put some of the stored w&bemake some tea.

All of the TV stations were off the air, thousafwbt towers probably in heaps upon Mt. Spokane and
Brownds Mountain. The scanner batteries were de
scanner frequencies were still in manyy so we were able to plug right in to the gibberish on ten of the
emergency frequencies. We locked on to the local fire department rescue channel, and listened for a few
minutes. Nothing good there was happening. The closest operation seemed ta loevatfoa station

ten blocks away, where the engines were trapped in the partially collapsed masonry building. The
paramedics had gotten their truck out, but the pumper and ladder truck were trapped. No water pressure
was available for fire fighting due tack of power and damaged pipes. The big grocery store, part of the
strip mall across from the firehouse, was down and burning. The State Patrol frequency told us that
several of the overpasses e8d, not far from us, had collapsed as well, blockirggfteeway from Idaho

into downtown. From the City we heard that the Maple Street bridge had collapsed into the Spokane
River, and had crushed several homes in the Peaceful Valley neighborhood as it fell. The dam at Post
Fall s, hol di ng Ichedkechadartally failed, &nd theerivez wais mow expected to flood
with the unexpected flows. | wondered about Upriver Dam downstream of Post Falls, the two dams at
Riverfront Park, and the ones from Nine Mile to the Columbia. Could they all be dam@&batiabout

Grand Coulee? Could the damage have gone that far?

Next, | hooked up the CB. The hahdld CB in the barn was fed off of mains power, which was now

gone of course, but it had a cigarette lighter plug in available for 12v power. My wife ese8 tio call

me back to the house when she needed me for som
of the spare car batteries that was stored for the winter in the shop, and hooked up the CB to the terminals
with a couple of alligator clipg¢Mor e news, all bad, and we didno6t |
rumor. The first thing we heard was of the train derailment about a mile and a half north and west of us,
which was leaking toxic gasses and spreading them downwind, towards Downtownfréwwass, for

now. We had one of the busiest rail lines in the northwest, with a great deal of train traffic from the

Pacific and miewest passing through town. Not anymore. Next we heard that High Bridge, crossing the
Spokane River and Hangman Creek, wasiglly down. | hoped no train was on it when it fell. It was

once three hundred feet tall.

| pulled the cell phone from my hip pocket, and put it over on the table saw. The battery was fully
charged, but without power to the antennas around town wice&as available. No surprise there.

My wi fe poured us some tea in a coupl e -mafchingl d m
plates, glasses, and old silverware. With a couple of sugar cubes, we listened as things unwound.

Onlyoneof the AM stations was still wup full tim
staff at the radio stations were trying to d
better than what we were hearing on the scanner andr@Bhey were obviously not used to dealing
with a situation like this. They were after all, caretakers for the station, as the late night national
programming always filled this timglot. The EBS signals continued to come on every 15 minutes or so,
repeding the basics of what had happened. At 4:30, we found out more.

fééThe magnitude of the earthquake, originally
seismologists monitoring the 2004 installation of seismographs to cover the lacal shvquakes that

began in 2002, have not been able to confirm the size or epicenter with the University of Washington
Department of Earth and Space Sciences, nor have they been able to contact the other elements of the
Pacific Northwest Seismograph Netitkdased at UW. KXLY has been trying to contact Seattle and



Portland area media outlets, as well as the UW, but telephone lines are not working at this time. As soon
as more news is available regarding the magnitude and epicenter, KXLY will bring it. tNgau
moving on to evacuation centers set up by the D

AThey candt contact Seattle?0 my wife asked wit

ot

Not yet, they say the |lines are down. o | was u

ADondhavbheyg satellite phone or I ink or somethin
like this either.

AWell, they should, assuming the ground station
AThat candt be righhtadbheyhbdmveome wWayable to c
inYeah. Thatdés what | think, too. o0

We | ooked at each other in silence and sipped o
be needing these.

Al wonder i f Paulianods stil!]l have | aying hens?
Nne€s, they do. o

inWe better talk to them at daylight. Wedre goin
salvage. We can probably store most of it in th
to see how the neighbors madé¢ t hr ough. Jamesd6s are out of towt
over in Monroe at the car show. Art works night
are doing behind us, and those nédwuftel ks dwbbo bo
think part of i1tdéds down. We already know that M
ils there any way to get hold of Mom or Al an?2?2d
AiWe might be able to use the CB or a relay thro
agai nst it now, not the | east of which is that t
bridges are probably damaged, so traffic is goi
Ham radio, and neithterwae oean Adant. hoMedH .Id0 see wha
Al dm really worried about Mom. 0

il know. Hopefully Al an has been able to get do
pl aces shoul déve done OK, theydre both sitting
ils that why oBRec awsues ei titss an arte sesm? r oc k ? 0

APartl y. Part of it is due to the way itds buil
to mortar up the holes after we bought it 't 0s

up. Then, the wood framing and posts are just sitting on top of the stone foundation. New houses are
connected to the concrete foundations with bolt
|l ooks of it, ours6é went flying. o



| started makingdi st of things that | thought | might Dbe
seen earlier. It soon filled three pages.

Deep Winter, Part 4

As the |list of possible 6salvaged items gikeew | o
right now. The company specialized in planning, wetland restoration, and restoration of contaminated
industrial sites. Located in an old raginforced brick building, our company was likely at the bottom of

a large heap of red brick. The quake hadphby killed the company, along with untold thousands. | did

have however, DVD backups of the files on the server, the financial information, and the entire contents
of my office computer, on my iPod, in the Ford. Bringing the company back to life wourltebesting.

We were |istening to the O0bigobé-baadi onodel| thdédawoad
a pawn shop for ten bucks. ltdd been brought ba
we still were able to only pLiin the lone AM station locally. We did hear snips from KOA and KSL, but

there broadcasts faded before we heard much 1in

| poked my head into the other room to see how the kids were doing. The dogs were fast asleep,
sandwichedetween Carl and Kelly. Kelly had her eyes closed, and seemed to be asleep, huddled deep in
her sl eeping bag. | couldné6t tell 1 f Carl was a

ATwo dog night, o | thought to myself.
| told my wife Kar en t h ahegaragedandtbang leacktoreiofdhe balgseoh ¢ e
dog food, bowls, and some other stuff. | trudged through thedooh again, and took a few minutes to

clear a path for the return trip.

| was able to get into the garage through the side door, and tooknairiees to look around, with just
the beam of the AA maglight from my backpack fo

abunchofougr own ki ds c¢cl othes, one small backpacking
a big family £nt that her parents had given to us after they grew too old to camp out, and | was glad that
at present, we werendt sl eeping in one of those

propane tanks on the other side of the garage, probablg r by t he door by the b
up using those on the tent trailer stove.

After two trips between the barn and the garage
carwash towels, and a bag of old blankets to the barn. [Hm&éts were usually used to cover up our

tomato plants in the fall as the weather grew cold, and we stored them in the garage to keep them from
being turned into mice nests. One of Kellyds jo
up onthe clothes line and blast them off with water. They dried relatively clean, and then they were
bagged up in a big garbage bag.

| left the blankets in the tool room, and hauled the dog food into the woodshop, just as the 5 AM EBS
report was coming on.he warning tones ended abruptly, then nothing but static. Karen moved the dial
up and down, looking for a signal, but nothing local was up.

AMust 6ve | ost their generator. Tune it back to
backupad goi ng, weol | know pretty quick. o



AnWedbre going to need some breakfast stuff from

AYeah, shouldndét be too much troubl e, al though
cer eal behavingpiesgrget with bricks. The cabinet under the microwave (where the cereal

resided) is now abouttwionc hes tall, including the microwave.
AnGreat. Just see what you can dig upé.no pun in

with tears in my eyes, just to avoid waking up the kids.

We have two big wheelbarrows and a couple of other garden carts used for a multitude of tasks around the
place. | grabbed my grandfatherods ol d tlesmow,r act o
across the garden, to the back porch. The wheelbarrow was now my shopping cart.

| was able again to get into the kitchen through the destroyed back porch, and it was apparent that this
wasnot going to be eas.yrs,iittoahe hmodekhat thempotch hagpblecmet and p s
then up four feet to the kitchen floor | evel. A
deal with it. As | hopped up to the kitchen level, | remembered that Karen had had to pick ugaome

AAA batteries for my hiking headlamp, and that the last time | saw the headlamp, it was on the counter
across from the fridge. The counter was empty, so that meant the floor. Great. | might get lucky and find
it, but probably not right this minute. €hmaglight would have to do.

The cold in the house served as a big refrigerator, so all of the contents that had spilled had at least staye
plenty cold for the last three hours. | was able to collect much more than | thought, but anything in glass
was gme. Two loaves of wheat bread hiding over by the dishwasher. Two gallons of milk. OJ in a
Tupperware container. Lots of leftovers. Pork loin steak. Eggs (not broken! Still in the door!) Pepper
bacon. Cheese. A bunch of unknown things in frozen packagesftohe t op freezer. I«

THAT right now!o | thought). Under it all, | fo
unbroken and unspoiled, ready to bake. f YES! O
you wee sound asleep, and your biggest worry was the crappy performance of your retirement fund and
how to pay for college. Now youdre thrilled to

| managed to find the kitchen garbage bags (a whole box! Clean!) and filled some of themasipffvith
from the fridge. | then collected the canisters of coffee, tea, sugar, and flour, and hopped into the hole
where the porch had been. Asserdbte style, passed each of the bags up to the back steps, and then
filled my new O0shopping cartd.

| madetwo more trips that way, until the wheelbarrow was full. | noticed for the first time that anything in
cupboards that faced north or south seemed to remain idpsaceod but anything in easwvest facing
cabinets or drawers was tossed completely ofsbedves. This meant the epicenter was-easnore

l i kely, west of wus. Maybe when the radio statio

My next two trips back to the house resulted in retrieval of cooking utensils, pans pots and silverware,
although the latter more of a game of pigksticks, since the silverware drawer faced east. Under the
gravy | adl e, I found my LED headlight, undamage

Once | 6d returned to the bhfastKatrenl eekedbbuke
pretty well, once we had some cl ean cookwar e. F

It was still snowing lightly, but the winds had picked up, and drifts began to build. We could smell the
distinctive odor of buring roofing, from somewhere northeast of us. The clouds grew a bit lighter as we



moved toward sunrise.

We el ected to |l et the smell of breakfast wake t
Breakfast fare included toast cooked overthe waneise o n a O c a ammadetraspbesryjemm, 6, h
juice, milk, and coffee. Until we could boil some water in one of the big pots and wash down everything,

this was all we could manage. Karen said twedd h

The two golden retrievers were very happy to get a big cup of dog chow apiece, and the male managed to
nearly drain the water dish, leaving his big sister to look at us with those big brown eyes. Carl pulled on a
clean pair of flannel lined Carharggns that used to fit me, and took the dogs out for their morning
business.

AnDondét | et them out of the field, Carl. |l donot
check it out. And check out the perimeter fence in the field. Wethneed ma ke sur e t hat t
or other dogs get in. The quake mightodédve droppe
pretty quick. Grab one of the blue radiosdadoh e channel s6 already | ocked
Mo moé s rdandsf hee unit on, so sheoll hear you right
An6K, Dad. o

AnAnd Karl ? Be really careful. | f you see someon
get back here pronto and wedll figure out what
AK. 0

| hadndt traloatlobteys atthisgpaing but now the potential of some of the residents of the
shall ow end of the gene pool taking advantage o
at that soon. As in, rigidarnrnow soon. Which meant another ttgothe house to find a shotgun, unless it
was buried, too. Hadndét thought to | ook for it

Karl closed the door, and we looked at the dogs as they tore off across the field and drifts. Karl rounded
them up after a few minutes and started g lobthe fences in the back field.

With the lessening snow and decreasing gloom of night, we should be able to get a good look at the
house, salvage or at least protect some of our belongings, and see how the rest of our neighbors were
faring.

Andwhabs up with the radio?

Deep Winter, Part Five

Whil e Carl and the dogs were out for a wal k, Ka
doing 6di shesbo. First up, though was sanitation
AHon, we dondét have a tmeitlhetngo watb oludr @ .h aWe émeavd 0
ANope no toilet, and the hposeéeii osndt haneopbdbronn

il think itbés in the trailer. oo



AThat wasnodét the answer | was hoping for. o

3t

|l know it wasno6t . iLcokolky ,i npltehaes egadr age first. Qu

ot

Gotcha.o A |little sense of wurgency on the | adi
| put on the big parka again, and slipped into
we might have put the box in questiorthe garage after our summer camp out, which happened to be in
the back yard rather than at a campground.

The dogs were most happy to see me, and came tearing up through the field with Carl trailing behind.

AWow, the house is really trashed. 0

RnYedbegsnodt | ook good. Fences OK?0

nYep. Except for the west side in the middle. T
AThat 6s OK, they were doing that before. I was
ones | ast fall . Wedaytbmakesurewetget it siraightsnedwp. The ihauges kack

there | ook OK?O0

ANot really. The north side of Dands house | o0k
506s era house, built of concrete block.

AYou see anyone?o0

AThetgay bought Mrs. Andersé pl ace. Hi s nameds
girls. Theyodére packing up and heading out. o

ATo where? Did he say?o0

Al didnoét ask. o

AThat 6s OK. Maybe wedol |l see hihmgataget Tdere ittwlsi omtheno r n
floor by the Christmas tree box. Thepeptao t t i d RdirHetrrei s out t o your Mom
AHadn't thought about that. Where are we going
ANot in the shop or the cmrmafstitr alom.nsketot er pl an
Car | | aughed as he took the box, followed by th
figure out where to temporarily installthepepao t t y, t hen wedéd have to fig

i Hu s t 10 evithbuatbekdogswe 6 ve got stuff to do up here. o
AK. 0

I n the garage, | decided to get some of the dri
and store some of the house salvage there. | found the stack of tarps that were stored in the barn, and



puledhe big silver one out. Webd use this one fir

-drate dull df thase didrsashmightsh e b a

aught Carl before he got
t hat t he wal l of the woodsh

I C
And pack of rope on
AK. 0

| had some of the driveway cleared b time Carl got back with half a milk crate of the steel sash

weights that 1 6d removed from the house when |
ot hers. Weighed too much. 0
60Coémon, youodore al most 15! MYddedhimhoul d be able to

AfiYeah. Right. o6 He panted as he headed back for

It was 6full &6 morning now, about 8 or so. The f
The winds finally stopped too. | could hear the sounds of the neighbobpletted now, especially the
sounds of chainsaws, snowbl owers, and the occas

By the time Carl got back, | had a place cleared for the car, plus a little room to maneuver around,
assumi ng we 0 dmebdfienitiaelout ef the lmousg. ¢ roticed several dogs running up the street.
None of them | ooked either familiar, or friendl
with a dog fight, and | wasno6t armed. Yet.

ALet 6s get Lwentissideanddiscoongated thedgarage door opener with the emergency
rope. The door was heavy, but still on itdés tra
see that it fared very well in the quake. No apparent structural damsegestat

AHere, 06 | tossed Carl the keys to the car. HABac
AReal |l y?o

iYeah, just do it straight. We have enough body
more banged up Ford. Nice and sl ow. l'tés the bi

He was overly cautious, but managed to get the sedan out without hitting anything. Big smile on his face,
t hough. Hedéd be starting Driverso6 Ed this sprin

ANi cely done. I wihliln kb & hput tdfef Mucsrt aaavghi | e t hou
ot her things. o

AfYeah. Whatodés next?0

nwel | |, see that hole iIin the roof of the house?
AWhat, with the bucket truck?06 my s dtruckdBougttto r ef
repaint the high parts of the house.

ANope. Batteries probably down, tires are bald,
from the field. Webre doing the this the old fa



AAnd that would beééo
AYoued.! Bid you get that rope?090
AYep. o

AfCome on-waliismmeiénsO aThe snow was back.

We unfolded the tarp and stretched it along the
the garage tied to the first piece of nylon rope, | tossed &tal mng with rope tail over the gable, being
careful not to drop the weight into the hole over the stairs. Two tries, and it worked. | had Carl go over to
the north side, tie one of the sash weights onto the rope, and retrieve the ring. We repesatedsbesp

we now had two lengths of rope over the house, tied down on the north end. The loose ends of the rope
were tied to the corners of the silver tarp, and with no small effort, we pulled the tarp up and over the
main gable of the house. Before thailing edge of the tarp left the ground though, | tied six-sasiights

on that edge, and tied two other short pieces of rope from the garage to the corners. Two more sash
weights were added to these ropes, then we moved back to the north side, artigoulbeemuch

heavier tarp and weight combination up and over the house. The hole was covered, the trailing weights
were resting in the gutter as planned, so all | needed to do now was some ladder work up on the north sids
with more sash weights. Anotheslur or so on an extension | adder,
covered. At least when the rains came, we could reduce the damage to our belongings by keeping them
dry. Wedb6bd have to dig out one of tahdgdackowerthes of g
broken windows too.

Once the roof cover was done, Carl and | headed back to the barn to warm up and grab a cup of coffee.

We heard them before we saw theimelicopters. Help from the outside was here. The big twin rotor
transports, awell as the Blackhawktyle medevacs were coming up from the southeast. We usually only
had one of the little police helicopters or the old Huey from Fairchild's Survival School. These were
different.

ADad, are those Air Fomcteh?e0 Suarrvli vaaslk eSdc.h oficAr?e6 t h
ANope. 1 6m thinking The whole areads a survival
version of the Blackhaw&Thaoo& ahBaovsnéothowpeaemg
think. o

nGeez. o

AA man odr dsma,nyarwendt you, son?0o0

ACoé mon. |l 6m col d. o

ADitto. At | east i1itdéds not snowing so hard. The
if they were right. o

After slogging back to the barn, Karen and Kelly helped us out of our wetazwhtsoots. In the time
webd been working outsidemoétweykbshopdaed wuipe mgr
making both liveable. Four old cabinets from the kitchen remodel, which were installed but not filled,



were now contained most of theseaded items from the kitchen. Two of my new workbenches, which

were stacked up with lumber for new glass doors for the upstairs bookcases (now trashed), were now set
up for food prep. The base cabinets, left over from an office remodel, held towelsndadpaming

supplies. To the right, my two gragrinders were set up, and a bag of wheat awaiting some human

power to convert it to flour.

| al most didndét recognize the place. The scanne
on manyfrequencies. Rescues. Fires. Body recoveries. Too many of those. Reports of looting. Too many
of those, too.

ARi ck, what are we going to do for a sink? This
AfRemember during the remodelb,ouwghean tlharti popeads ta uct
stashed in with the Packard. |l 6m sure itdos fildt
and the hoses. 0

AHow are you going to get water running to it?0o0
nOh, I 61 | put my wogkneBonég mendurprised if it
MacGyver .o

Karen | aughed. fiHon, today, not much more coul d

AfLet 6s hope that comes true. O

AWhat 6s O0MacGyver ?0 Kelly asked.

AAn ol d TV show. The ¢guythduataped péntileandvadbattéryd Ore ver y
whatever was | aying around. 0o

AOh, Dad, dondét exaggerate. 0

AnObviously, Kel, you have been deprived from on
Karen interrupted, just in time. AWhat about a
nTrH4dtl be more interesting. Il didndot plumb any d
did have water through the built in piping, I d
under the fl oor b o a rcaoncretdstalh nearthh autside.eidtry, whege mia pastdfe, t
cows were milked. AThereds a drain pipe in that
where it goes or if itds plugged up though. o
AWell, i1itds not Idiok d oyouw .h awes ta nmatkhei msgurteo it get

ifYes, Master Chi ef Sir! o

Cut it out . Youdre a bad influence on Carl . o

St

with too much s

As we sipped our coffee (Carl 0s
rking. o

channel should Itry? Nbti ng seems to be wo



ATry 920 first. Then 1510. Those were the big s

ifKaren, are the clothes in here? 1 6m needing an
need another layer with nghell. Are those in here somewhere?

nYep. Yours are in that stack, behind the cot.
ADADI 6ve got someone. I think 1itdéds the President
AQuick. Turn it up.o We al/l gat hered ar obutwvd t he

heard plenty.

€. we share your suffering and are mobilizing al
Guard as well as FEMA and regular units of the military are responding at this time in rescue efforts and
clearing access rda and stabilizing bridges into the Northwest. Emergency shelters are being set up
throughout the region, with evacuations planned in heavily affected areas. Michael Brown,

Undersecretary for Homel and Security, wil/l now
AiDad, is this more than just Spokane?0d6 Carl ask
ASounds | i ke it. Kel, turn it up some mor e. Bat
ANo, 1itdéds not a |l ocal station, Dad. Il think itéo

=]

Yep. Now hush. o

The broadcast c ofalttfroommiceGalifornia @ell intse Cananla gith gxtensive damage
reports from the entire Pacific Northwest and into western Montana. The full extent of the lahar flow that
initiated at Mt. Rainier in the initial event is not known at this time, nor igxkent of ash fall in the

Seattle region. As we stated earlier, the currentgosgsure system is causing strong winds moving from
the southeast to the northwest, which has had the effect of directing the majority of the eruption toward
theurbanareas i ng Countyé. o

My brother | ived in Seattle. |1 wondered what a
started to hear some real information.

Damn.

Deep Winter, Part Six

We were all sitting around in shock | suppose. We had titdhgt the earthquake was just a local event,
finally releasing whatever pemtp ener gy was stored under Eastern
times with quakes literally, under our feet, with the epicenter less than a mile from my office, ten or
fifteen miles from home. Until we heard the President and the acting head of FEMA, that is.

iDad, what about Uncl e Mark and Aunt Ann?0 Kell

il dondt know, babe. Theyodére pretty far from Ra
knov what a 61l ahardé is though, so itds anyoneds



iOh. o

My brother and his wife and their two small kids had lived for years in one of the pricier neighborhoods
in Seattle. Theyodd bought before t heneptsaofthegeal s ky
estate bubble. Well, that was the plan anyway. Now what?

Ailédm going to see i f | can find out what a 61l ah
books we moved over here after Mom died. Carl, take this one. It Sb@wid top, if memory serves.
Kel, heredés one for you. o

After the fourth box, we found it.

il aAhar (12 har )

2 A landslide or mudflow of volcanic fragments on the flanks of a volcano.

2. The deposit produced by such a |l andslide. o
AMudf !l ow.dnTohteysady how far it went, did they?o0

i No, |l dondédt think so. 06 Karen responded.

AMan, this is bad.o Carl said.

iSerious understatement, bud. 0O

AYeah. | know. 0

AHoney, will this be |ike St. Helens was here?bo0

AnMaybe. They <saidedt morddh wwadh hhe winds. When t
some, especially if Rainier is still in full eruption. St. Helens ash that we saw here was only from the
initial explosion. The later stuff never made it past Yakima. We better get, estdyr way. Not that

thereds much we can do about it.o
ANever thought about Rainier going, o6 | thought
AKar en, Kelly, how édbout you clean up in here,

wean get out of the house before the weather <ch
that we can get without getting ourselves killed. And get those leather mittens on over your gloves.
Thereds glass up there. o

ARi ck, whathlldorouud pglhaecesx.i gHave you checked on t|
i No, at ol | be next. Once we check out the hou
t hat th g h, | was hoping 1 6d find my 870 or Da
i Oh . Hadnoét thoughte aymawwtl It maete.d Arte? 0you s u

=]
p
o
O
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60d rather have it and not need it t ha



ATrue. O
ifMeet me up at the house in a few minutes. o

Back into the boots, wool sweater, shell and hotfingers. One of thekhatet ski caps that my late
Mom made me for Christmas, 0678. Back outside.

The snow was just blowing around now, and the overcast had returned. With the windchill, we were
working in zeredegree Fahrenheit temperatures.

Now that it was real daylight, and | had a chancetoreallyklo over t he ol d house,
seem so insurmountable. The house seemed to be on the foundation all the way around, although the bac
porch foundation had failed completely, tearing the porch off with it. The west wall had failed around the
windovn over the bar, and the entire sild/|l board t he
hundred years of paint,-reai | i ng, caul king, and painting, was
saw earlier, the north upper gable roof and path@fupper wall at the stairs had collapsed, some of roof
framing shifted, buckling the roofing and part of wall. Shingles from the upper gables littered the ground,
partly covered with snow. The ceiling on the front porch, pieces of bead board almagt #mak, had

detached from second floor framing in one piece, draped over east wall and the Adirondack chairs and
covered the front door. Looking in the hole in the foundation wall above the bar, | could see the basement
in disarray, but it looked like &hentire chimney below the first floor was still where it should be. Might

be a bottle of St. Michelle that made it through. Maybe.

iWhere do we start?09

AThat may be the hardest question |6l ngeone t o
and decide from there. Carl, grab the pry bar f
nK. O

AiDad, can we get up to my room?0 Kelly asked.
AWell, eventually | think. | d o n 6 tgonehfithe kxtensien h a v
ladders. | think the gameplan is to get everything that matters off of the first floor, then look at the
basement and second floor, probably in that ord
i OK, | justowanbbdmgomeomhes. 0O

il know. Wedéll see what we can do. We should be
AOK. What can | do now?o

AfiLet s get you and your Mom into the garage and
haveyouget hi s stuff put away as we get it hauled ou
nK. o

Carl was back. AAlright. You stay on the front

ceiling. o



AOh no you donét. Therebds got t o be a better wa
AnOK. Carl, grab the tow rope from the garage. I
AHow many more things do you want me to retriev

il expect you to do as you are tol dyoudr@askedtat i s
do and what you know you must do whether you ar
battalion commander volume was suddenly apparent.

AYes sir, o he responded with proper respect.

After he returned with the towope, | fooked the heavy nylon through the hole where our porch ceiling

light had been, and we all played tafywar with the ceiling panel. After about five minutes of yanking

on it, the center section tore loose and landed in a heap. We could now see thefroddor what w.
left of it.

Once | moved the ceiling out of the way (future firewood), and carefully pulled the quiatigplate

glass out of the way (glass so carefully beveled, etched, and now shattered), | was able to get the deadbol
unlocked and pghed the door open. It landed in a heap in the living room.

il really should have a funny remark here. That
Alt would be funny, if it didndét hurt so much. o

fiYeah. o

In the next two hours, we managed to retrieve softlee furniture from the living room (including the
antique couch, which sits down the hall from me as | write this), two equally old side chairs, end tables,

an Xbox and stack of controllers, CDO6s mart of
Al addi n Model 126s, now missing itds chimney an
ot her was wupstairs, and wedd have to do further

people out this morning, walking around. Aére from the neighborhood, and we knew them on sight. A
couple were looking for lost pets, or heading down the street to the convenience store for cigarettes.

Of course, on hearing this, | immediately thought of Paul Milne, the Y2K doomster that vags alw
predicting on an internet newslglr,o uypo,u Ofirlef tyooaus tl.ic
thousand feet from one. Go figure.

The | ast of the 6stuffd we pulled out of the fr
with a full on bottom and twin on top), four bags of his clothes (not that he ever wore anything other than
baggy jeans, an HH sweatshirt over a couple of tshirts, and shoes that were bigger than my first boat). |
didnét know he owned4 tNaact wausc hs tcillolt hiimtga c tHi si nGc |
that for the life of me, reminded me of a giant,-@yed thredegged spider.

nCOOL! My computer made it!o

ANot that we have power to run it.o



AYou can come up withsemenemthsing.r il @t | movw. @ o he
nYeah, I|Ii ke | want to hear one more song by Lin
ANaw, they suck. AKUS. Thatoés what | want to he
AWhat ? Alison Krauss and Union Station? YouolOve

existed. o

ifYeahbs Shhoet . And she can really fiddle. o

You coul déve knocked me over with a feather. My
ARi ck! Carl! Letdbs go warm up and get some | unc
AThis oughta be good, o | sapdwiohCarl . HAWonder

Al dm betting on mac and cheese. 0
AGood |l uck with that. |l 6m thinking soup. Head f
AK. 0

| managed to get one of the little 5x7 tarps out of the garage and tacked it up above the door. i@vered,
secure. Should be OK for a half hour though, without anyone messing with it. They would have to get
over the tall wire fence or through the stock gate if they were bent on getting to the house. Neither was
easy to the untrained.

| 6d hav e intdows hparded up hebore dark, check on the neighbors homes, and think about
keeping watch tonight. | 6d ddgstesomadeed t o figure

Deep Winter Part 7

Lunch was indeed a surprise. As Carl and | were pulling stuff obediduse, Karen and Kelly had done
some digging of their own in the garage. Karen found five cans of fuel for the Coleman stoves, my
gazillion-watt batteryoperated spotlight, and unlocked the upright freezer in the garage, which held some
ofourgardenvggi es, c¢chicken, fish, and meat. Wi th the
the food anytime soon. The chest freezer was in the basement. | had no idea if it was OK or not.

She also found some more of our lawn furniture, including the bigfadi 6 Cost co Couchd
fabric folding chairs and both hammocks. All of this stuff was out to the barn by the time we heard her

call, and Kelly had lunch going. Spicy chicken fingers, honagle salsa, fried Yukon Gold potatoes and
onions, and somef our Early Sunglow corn. And a cold beer. Lunch never looked so good. With the heat
from both the woodstove and one of the camp stoves, the rooms were hovering around 70°. Almost too
warm with all of our work catching up to us.

During lunch, we talkea bout what wedd need for the night th
be good to have a real mattress or two (I hat e
us get by. We had a couple of big air mattresses, bedding, sléagsgand pillows from the house.

Sl eeping arrangements would be tight, only due



watch over our houseoveri ght , as well as some of the neighb

Precious little new information from Sfla came over the radio. Both KGA and KXLY were back up and
running, with norstop reports from all over the city, county, and state. Not much new from the West side
of the state though. Both Stevens and Snoqualmie passes were closed. Chinook was clbsedlrfor

the winter. State Department of Transportation engineers were reviewing the conditions of all major
bridges, after the Highway 395 bridge through theQities landed in the Columbia a little after seven

a.m. apparently with no warning. Andetermined number of cars, busses and semi trucks went with it,

with only a handful of survivors making it out of the freezing Columbia. | bet | was on that bridge a
hundred ti mes. Uni maginabl e. I wonder edopdrating t he
reactor. If the bridge went down, | wondered how the reactor fared?

After lunch, we decided it was time for a visit to the neighbors houses, especially those that were empty
for the weekend. Against my doatveagon. My gursafe was stil | I
in the house untouched, and at this point unreachable without considerable effort. | knew that we only had
maybe four hours of daylight left, and if weather was coming back in, probably less of real working time.
And | had a lot of stuff that needed to be done in that time, let alone being caretaker. Still, | was obliged to
take a look around the neighborhood.

AiCarl, grab the FRS6s. We need to take a wal k a
Webéltotgyve you a report on what we see. 0

AYou be careful and get back here i f something
nWe wil| . |l 61l take Adah. Sheds pretty go-lood at
inhimyet. Ke] grab the | eash for her, OK?0

Buck, my 2 year old golden retriever, obviously
actually related), and was eagerly looking at the door. Adah was very calm, a good protector, and had a
great demeanor. leeded to spend more time with Buck, and work on his training. Both of his parents
were champion hunters, and it was a shame that
squirrelly for what | needed to do today. And more than a litlegnant at not getting the invite to come
along. Karen reprimanded him strongly, and he settled down, with hurt feelings.

Once we got our gear back on, and plugged the FRS earbuds in, and | set mine up for VOX. Carl had his
radio in his chest pocket qrushto-talk. | kept mine in my hand. The wind had stopped, and | could tell
that the weather was going to change. Wed6d prob
Rockies, to a southwest flow, much warmer, but now with the possitiilagh heading our way. And

probably, rain.

We first decided to head to the southwest to Mr
passed on last fall had met Carl this morning, and | decided to introduce myself over the stock fence.

fiHel 1l o the house! Anyone there?o0
AiHel l o! 0 A pair of voices came from what wused t
AHIO®dm your neighbor Rick Drummond. I beli eve yo

iAHIl 6m Eric Moor e, t hlieayknavyouydogsti H ey AArmey . alWeay s ou



me et us. 0

nAl ways | ooking for a friend. This is Adah, the
make it through the quake OK?

AfYeah, but the damage i sseipup astbhestywe ban ahd heddeaodmy paredte cC |
pl ace. Theyére down in Valleyford on a farm. o
ADo you need any help or supplies?o

They | ooked at each other for a second, and sai
Al dondt know alnytohnoeu g¢hhtatf omasa second about t hat
anything to eat today?o

ANot much. And the girls are not dealing with i
AThat 6s right. Carl said you had kids. Tell you
sooet hing warm to eat. 106l have my wife make yol
|l ook at your place. Wedl | get you fixed up best
that ?0

She responded i n myyear , b Séiveé pAmWagndahtelae @ifrl s
have a sandwich and a thermos ready by the time he gets here. How old are the girls? Do they have
enough cl othes?0

| relayed to Eric and Amy t he que medlothessbutseeMar y o

what youdbve got in Kellyébés old stuff. o

ifiGotcha. Coffeebs in the thermos, a couple of s
AThanks babe. Right away. Carl, run over tver the
the fence so the girls can c¢climb over easier. o
AnGot 1 t. Comon Adah! Letdéds go. o0 Carl tore off t
cuffs.

ANi ce radios. | never even saw theméé. Amyawasn 6t t

rounding up the little ones.

nJust take care of your family. Thatoés thanks e
ease.

AnYeah, we got really tired of apartment I|ife. T
nwi |l | be agasnch®ongétybet mhnd. ltds a good nei
watch out for each other a bit.o

il 6ve noticed. Are the other neighbors OK? We h



i Most around us are out of t otwne ,f osro w hhaattedvse rn orte

AWhy? What happened there?0 Eric said with pier
ARainier went off. Thatoés what started this | g
mudfl ows too. Havendt heardhawe tmuehr adheromhfam
ANo batteries, and the radio in the Bronco died
house. o

AWell, none of the news is good. No idea how ma
state. o

ifGohdel p us. o

AHe will, |l 6m sure. Your folks run an active fa
AfiYeah, mostly wheat, but some peas and Il entil s.
chickens. o

AiSounds | i ke a good way of | ife. Good for them.
ALot otfh owogrhk. My Dad wondét sl ow down, and my Mor
Al find I dm |ike that myself. Working to change
Carl showed up with the sandwiches and coffee, and Buck infullbouocel e . fiHer e you (g«

Buck tried to get the bag.

AfLetsd6 go see what we can do about that house, 0
the girls met me on the other side. WAAlTright gi
my wife and daughter, and get some hotdfooi n you. Sound good?o0

AfYes sir!o they yelled out. They were bundl ed u
runny noses. Off they went. Eric tore into his sandwiches (Two ham, cheese articweestard on

wheat), and washed therowin with the French Roast.

i OK. Lets go have a | ook. New homeowner, so | &m
cover up the broken windows, right?o0

AYep. And Home Depot is a long walk from here. 0
AnGot that right . atedmwetlthatd tore aff the toaf of khe barin whem [rebuiltgt.
That ol | be more than enough. Let 6s see what el s

The house had a couple of big foundation cracks, most of the windows were gone, and the chimney was
all over theroofandthiogh t he carport. Amyodés car, a |little
sunroof , and back Iight. AlI taken out by brick
806s Bronco was in the driveway, undamaged.



ALooks bentelradeé.anWedre going to be living in t|
AThat bad?0 Eric asked.

inYeah, thereds a | ot gone wrong over there. I d
metal and tools and get going. Are you tryingtget out of town today?o

AfiYeah 1 6d |i ke to. The Broncods packed up and f
cover the windows when you called. We were abou
Awell, this wilénbe a |ittle faster. Cbm

For the next half hour, we bucked the 206x806 she

place with leftover roofing nails. When we were fairly well done, Karen, Amy and the kids came back
over to the fence. skaeakforthdtapdo Valleyfosd, whithen nddroabtimeso
wasatwenymi nut e dri ve. Today, it was anyoneds gues:
possible. Karen also had two big plastic bags of what | guessed were extra winter clothesrsr e g

had plenty of stuff that our two had outgrown t

iGot any spray paint?o0 | asked Eric. ASomet hing
AYeah, why?0o0
AYoudll see. 0

Eric fetched a can from the broken garage. | shookdhec and pai nted on the frc
OK. NO VALUABLES | NSI DE. o

ANot that it will slow someone whoodos deter mined
made it out OK in case theydre trying o find vy
AfiMakes senser dety,gwienbhbedt e

AOK. Coébmon girls, time to say goodbye! Wedre go
her best face for her girls. Good for her.

AYeal!! 0 they squealed out.

ARi ck, thanks again. Herebs that thermos. 0
AYou bet. Boyeme ma ,beved!|l | call it even. o

AYou got it.o

inwWatch yourself. No telling how the roads are w
Al hear that.o Eric grinned as he got behind th
AnByel! ! Thanks litlegirlsqealsa1c h! 06 mor e



Eric backed the fully loaded Bronco out of the drive, and slowly wound his way down the road, over tree
branches and around utility poles. It would be quite a while before we saw him again, | was sure.
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AnYep. Fresh pot. 06 We we rirhandad theikidsgndldasrian ahead ofus.e b
AThat was a nice thing you did, hon.
AAw, shucks, twarndt nothind, madam.
AQuit now, goofball. | mean it.o

il know. They didndét have ANYTHI NG.
AAmy said all they had in the house
dinner last night. Theywer goi ng to go shopping this
Ai' Going out to breakfast. ' It would be
paycheck, but I 6m sure thatodés not

guy, but Il know thisisabigwakep call for him and heods
are too fragile to |ive without some
OK. o

ifiMe toolLe€C8Mogo warm up. o

nYeah. l 6m al l over that.o

Part 8

Kelly had
found in the wreckage of the back porch.
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As | took off my ski bibs andhanged gloves (again!), and hung up the damp things to dry near the

woodstove, | asked Karen what else shedd been a
tea.

AOh, we had those boxes of Kel |l yasoupkoffipaiSafr | 6s o
boots, three sizesofsnewui t s, two coats and a couple of swe:
what they had on, but if they get stuck, theyod
| packed them a couple of treosans of soup with the ptitib tops, one of the old thermoses with tea, and
some cheese and crackers. You donodot think theybo
ANo. Just | ooking up and down our smimagieetwhatthen d Kk

bridges, overpasses, rail crossings and steep hillsides must look like. All kinds of blockages, stuff in the
road, landslides. Not to mention about a foot and a half of snow, deeper drifts in other spots, compact

snowandice,andprobd v rain or freezing rain coming. Sti]
down the road a piece. TheyoOore going to have mo
the next 10 miles. Assuming the two rail overpasses are stilléngld . . 0

AYeah. Hadndét thought about that. I't could be a
AAfter | finish my tea, I think 1611 get the tr
before it either turns to s/l usldcevaththat ncgueh,snoa,nd | d
especi l'ly if we need to haul some stuff around

AYoubre not planning on driving anywhere though

ANo, no need. Thereds plenty t ooadaeehherheadedtaa d |

hospital, sightseers, | ooters, or people that d
said to myself.

ifGood. | dondédt want you to go until we know mor
AAnd then, when we fQK df otrh emewotrol dgbos? oe nld esda,i di twdist
AYep. Yoiurdg wer evee.l o

AfGood to know! | better get going. Carl, gear u
we dondét have to fuss with them i Makeé durethatlbogtlort é .

Buckds foot stays in place and dry if you can. o
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withé.duct tape. o

AYouodl | need to keep an égs on, teemhehi Yeudde w
or youob6re both inside with them, all right?0o

iISure. What do you want wus to do when we come be
AWedll figure out something. Thereds a |l ong | is

thought of my own.



AnOkay, all. Herebs the deal . Tehlatme cahgedtorigitmoe. dr u
|l tos also the only drinking water we have store
washing dishes and such. 0

AK. o Carl respon d-widdedvespohse.hi s t ypi cal l ong
AfiDad?0 My daughtaetr Kedouty waskkridng AWhou know, sho
i Wel | my dear, welcome to rural poverty and pri
AYou mean the one we wash the DOGS in?0 The ton
AYep. That 068 wedreeWwutlul, I 61 1 be able to cobbl
woodstove. 0

ASwel |l . 0

AHon, you need to remember something here. l t s
because of this, lots of them. At least one on this strediaply more. Think about all the friends of

yours from church, middle school, and camp. Cha
Remember what wedve been teaching you at church
needtobereadyor it regardl ess?o0

AYes. | remember. Dad, | &m sorryééitbds just so
AnYes it is. For your Mom and | too. Remember, w
this, especially your Grandma. 0

Al know. | 6m sorry. o

AfThat 6s OKWe&@dmohots to do. 0

ABut Grandmaés with Uncle Alandéds family. She wa
Holy Cross with them on Sunday. 0

AYoudre right. 16d forgotten. O

i Me 0tTdaanks honey. | 6ve been woroilkaremckaiadbouve
AfShebébs probably OK. o0 She whispered to herself.
AWhat do you want Carl and | to do?0 Kelly aske
AfHereb6bs a clipboard and some paper. I need you
barn. Weneedtoknw how wedre going to make do. The | i st
|l know itdéédbgothupet modahe. Therebs probably st
We need to know what that is, and figure out how to work araundi Que st i ons ?0

ANope. Wedll get on it right now,o0 Carl respond



ot

i

i

No, youol |l get on
oK. Sorry, I forg
Excell ent. And r e

It when you get back in from
ot . o0

member, stay out ofHetsheg s d&édmor

chocolate, graham crackers, marshmallows, sticks, matches and napkins, was found in the garage...and
one of the things that they both wanted to get into right away.

i

K. o

Kelly, Carl and | put our warm, damp coats and outer wear back on, @3 Want back to picking up the

shop, sweeping up some of the hundreds of screws, nails and other fasteners up and generally piling then
up where we could sort them out someday. In the quake, my metal rack holding several large and many
small boxes off fagtners tipped over, hitting the tablesaw on the way down. The stuff was everywhere.
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I have ahead of me, huh babe?
s big as the house, Il 6m sur eé

ol I b ewv abddakeka quiak loak areuhd at thee. |l 6m g
t the FRS on VOX when | 6m not

of the tractor would drive m
.0 | gave her a. quick kiss an
ed out. AThe water tower is g
o the north where the big tow
|l p explain why wedd fedsrizonwat e
the same. 0

? Are all the water towers go
e. Some of the old ones, or o
e s i n chalf-nillioe gakoasoflwater. Pldably oD t h i
oked at each other.

kammigow.tGeeatt hi nk about, right

h-surte th@fenee behmdtke.bariMadoa, addoenth | rea r d

w
s -ppamest of théndayandvitieey rieed @ workput. mhen make sure
e

and get some sleep. | 6m going
adio if you need help,o0o Carl

going. That Buck of yours is



iAYeah, but with him around, no hares to worry a
ASo trueé. o

| slogged off to the garage again, dug out the key to the old Ford, and pulled the canvas tarp off of the old
beastd d bought it three years before more because
to use it. |l 6d finished repainting it [ ast summ
stuff, it was all original, and seemed to b&ied by other folks in the neighborhood, especially when it

was snowingé. ...

On the third try, and with a liberal amount If choke, the littlefolm nger f i red up. I di
chains this winter, because of the new lugged rears. | hoped Iwbn 6t need them toda
real pain to put on.

The weather had 6édwarmed upd to the h

I g t wen e
to darker grey skies, and | owering. W eit r

t i
h e

(@) =y

d

After a few minutes of manuvering, | had the Ford ready to go, and quickly cleared our driveway off. |
then opened the big metal gate, cleared the approach, then closed the gate behind me. | planned on
making a quick few passes up and down the sagédr as | could go without running into downed lines,

pol es or trees. I managed to get most of the wa
at the next cross street, when | h e ar dhowseslthatud 6
were built i n the | ate 906s, when prices starte

and the dustcloud settled on the wreckage. Fortunately, it was &at@ntormer owner having worked

for HewlettPackard at the LibeytLake plant before it closed. They ended up losing it in foreclosure, and
we heard | ater, ended up divorced and | iving ou
money on that property,d6 | thougmto O6Wonder if

After a half hour of using the badkade, | managed to clear most of the street to the south. The north was
hopelessly blocked by two large Black Walnut that had snapped and crashed into the road two houses
north of us. The little shack of a housetbat property had also burned to the ground. The car was

mi ssing, so | assumed t hat t &m@obdblyfromahd acianttoil out b
burner. A couple of the neighbors that | knew by face if not by name, came out and wavedrtd e,

then proceeded to drag the snow out of their driveways as well. One of them, an elderly gentleman who

|l ived on the other side of the Jamesd house, in
if I had any spare kerosene.

AYouNeet. it for a heater ?0

AYes sir. WedbregdbWontoaabdout da bafkrf only source
woodstove hooked back up. Heb6s working on it no
il 6ve got | ot s. | 6liln @etf esvome navers .t Fitviee glad l e
AThat 6d be fine, young man. O

nAre you keeping enough air in the house? That

St

We haveopebatedr €02 detector. Hasndt gone off



ASougaaod . I 61 | have my son bring over the kero.
AOh, are you Carlsé Dad?0o

AYes, youdbve met ?0

AWhen he and Drew play football, the ball somet
AThanks. I 61 | l et him know. Need anything el se?
ANope, welreodoihmhg ®@oment . O

ASounds good. Look for Carl in a few minutes. o

AThanks again!o

After | drove on to the next house (Brian, our next door neighbor, who was visiting his sister in Bothell,

north of Seattl e), | asked Karen over the FRS,
Al think so, which neighbor is that?o

AThe old guy on the other side of Jamesd, north
AOK. Carl wants to know how heds supposed to ge
iBl ue wh-etlelone avithitwo fiontties . Tel | him | 611 be right t
barn to the street. Rest of itds clear. o

AOK. 0

| quickly made a couple of swipes of the driveway at Brians, and did a quiclowacef his house and

shop. The garage was leaning over,hodefl y he di dndét have much insi di
plastic storm windows were intact, but the gl as
hopped off of the Ford to Hi@stall two of the little plastic bubbles over the basemendews, which

were shattered. O6Thatoéll at | east keep a I|ittle
| put the Ford in third gear and quickly drove
gate, where Karen met me. AFIi gwmeaddroyeahuotigh. get t i
iGot that right!o | said as we passed. fiLeave i
AnOK! 0

Carl was waiting outside the barn with the can
that in there by hhoughtadniyself a6 hspum the teactoe ardureda vy , 6 | t
AFoll ow me out. Hey, did you get the siphon fil

nYeah. Mom remembered it. o



AfGood for her.o | said as | plowed a path from
upsetthewheblar r ow and itdés cargo.

Al o6l I be back in about twenty minutes. |l 6ve got
of the other houses for damage. 0

AfBe careful. | 6ve stild!l got my radio. 0O

AwWill do. o

Next up was the Jwanesa® md alcemesidhre lhtouwas a 700s
di dndét have obvious structural damage was the g
single dad with four boys. Theyodod g-ohawdst f@afmid
for the weekend. The front deck was tilting, the back one now a heap of firewood.

Joe Pauliano and his wife Joan lived down the road to the south. They were next on the list. Joe, a first
generation I talian, ewekaown. §tidworkingiag & petisné comrhctbr irbhisr d |
|l ate 706s, hedébd built the house they Ilived in b
steaming coffee, with her customary hospitality.

AHowdéd you both do? Everyone OK?O0

AnWedlbe okay. Joe got banged up a |ittle, he sli
orders. The quake didndét hurt the house much, t
heard that little tractor and had to see whowas comingt ol d him t o stay i nsi de
| | aughed at that. Just | i ke Joe. AThe benefits
doubt. o | knew that the house had been built wi
Ails youy Ba&amMm right? Anyone hurt?0d6 Joan was | i ke
AA few cuts and scratches and brui ses. Buck and
l'iving in the barn for now. o

ADo you need to comeodmwwmw here? Wedbve | ots of r
AThank you no, weodore OK for now. 10l want to t
the house. And Karen and | were wondering if yo
ASPARE ANY! | 611 say. Joedbs pbeewol medni mgNboemble
gotten around to it. Wedre swimming in eggs. 160
And their production wil/ fall of f without the
ATrue enough. How many can you spare?o

Aioh, TYwd |dozen i f theresdé one. And a rooster or
That got me | aughing again. Al 61 1 see what | <ca
and Karen. You name your price.o



ARJust keep the road cl e ar doft&mow whstthataandvasthenking | c al
when he | et that fl ock get so big. o

AConsider it done. Better get back inside, o0 | s
coming. o

nYes. My hipsd been bothering me all day. You b
i | Whanhks forthe coffekand t he bourbon in it too. o

Joan blushed. AYou | ooked |Iike you needed it.o
AProbably so,06 | yelled back as | drove of f.

The last house | wanted to check was the neighbor to our immediate south, the Woolsleys. Nate and

Ginnyhadgst moved in | ast summer, and went about a
could easily fit my barn inside it with -moom to
training. His car mania faod28e Modr| MAdelanTObésa, 61D

He6és one of those guys that had a nicer shop th
to attend a car parts swap in Monroe, north of Seattle over a long weekend. Ginny had gone along to see
the gandkids.

| turned the tractor into the drive and bladed off the asphalt, then lifted the blade a bit as | moved onto the
gravel path back to the shop. The shop windows were broken out, and the pole building had racked with
the movement from west to eastost of the metal siding had torn loose from the wood framing below it,
fasteners ripping through the metal. The roof appeared to be intact, but buckled in many places. | put the
tractor in idle, hopped off, and reached through one of the broken windowsmtked the madoor

and | et myself in. | 6d have to get this secured
dollars in tools, let alone the cars.

Using the minimaglight in my pocket and what little light came in through the transtyznels (now

torn) on the upper walls, | saw that the Model A was OK, as was the Lightning, but the little yellow
Speedster was upsidi®wn, smashed into the floor. It had apparently been on thedgtocenter lift, and

flipped off in the quake. Nate wéd be devastatéddh e 6d spent 10 years gettin
car.

| checked for spilled flammables, found none, and shut off the breaker panel in the shop on the way out.
Outside, | found a few pieces of sheetmetal left over from the singtraction, and nailed a few of them

up over the windows, with Nateds tools and nail
door. It actually stayed closed in the bent doorframe.

AHoN, everything OK? | hzgel nmyedare tr actor on idl e
iYeah, | 6m over at Nateds. Just nailed up some
Probably nothing we need to mess with today. Sa
bot h OK, and weo6l lhegmett osroomer opao. u [1toérlyi fgriovne tyou tF
home. 0 Pauliano Coffee was different things to

For me, bourbon. To the kids, three sugars and heavy cream.

AOK. See you iem.ao few. Gatebdbs op



nOK. o

| headed back out to the street and turned left as | felt the rain start, and drove pasttheldgiling
ruin of the | ate Mrs. Long6bs house. O6Hope she w

| knew it wasnodot going toorlorg warm enough to be
AfOne more trial,o | said to no one as | drove b
It was starting to get dark, and there was a lot | wanted to get done before night.

Deep Winter Part 9

By the time | got the tractor back to the barn and shut the enginbeofih was coming down hard. The

little round thermometer on the barn said it was 25°. Ice was already building on the old stump of the
Siberian EIm that wedd | ost i n tih&lifeimeevenddtthe m of
time. | shutoff the fuel valve for the Ford, covered it with a blue tarp and fourwasihts, when | heard

the horn.

Turn

i n the driveway, two headlights
who th

g to |l ook in
is is?6 | thoeghtckmwodl| dabiengutdédWoo iandr
The gate swung open as | C
strangers can fi ur t

ssed from the fi
e out t

i el d
gate. o6 | was stil

r o
h a
ARi ck! I s everyone OK?0 | knew the voice instan
their Jeep YJ.

ALIi bby! What brings you out here? Everyoneds fi
out as | finally made the plowleariveway.

nTel | Ron to drive all the way 1in. Head for the
AOK! 0 She closed the fabric door as | <closed th
nHey, wait up. l 61 | hitch a ride on the running
AHop on! 06 Ron yelled through the door.

In aminute we were back at the barn. Ron, Libby and their kids John, a senior in high school, and

daughter Marie, an eigtirader, climbed out of the back seat. They all looked awful. They plainly had not
traveled out here to mgeeus. bDWdl kpodohLBblsi ho
met Karen. Lib introduced us at her sister Mari
ACome on in. Letbs get you warmed up and you ca
Afiltds a beaut, 0 Ronowaastdebars Li b and Marie went

AJohn, grab that tarp. Weol |l cover up the Jeep



we have to. o

AHon, we have dinner guests!o |I called inside a
ALI BBY! RON! What are you doing here?o
AMy sentiments exactly!o | chimed in.
AWe havendot made it home yet. Mari e had a youth

were picking her up when it hit.o Sports Worl d
probably let at daylight. Which meant, nine hours to get this far.

nCome on in by the stove and warm up. |1 06ve got
Karen asked.

ANot since dinner |l ast night. o0 Ron said.
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right quick. o | sa

p . Herebs some cid
fet over there on
Atta gir

O D

k wedod all rat her stand. Fourt

0 D

inYeah. [ bet . Heard the news on the radio?090

ANo. The Jeepob6s radi o went mi smeothg folksadhaittwerd teying . W

to get home, but not much. Something about a vo

Ron said.

| though
I

for a second. Lib had family in Seatt
daughte . A t 6s C

t
t was Rainier. I bad. o
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Oh God, 0 Lib sobbed, as the questions poured o

u i n as much as we kno
uf f . nMee htalviesn 6rho rhreiamr g,
a bowl for omel et s. Pe

Sl ow down, we 0 |
ews, most of it
s she cracked eg
ron skillets. i K

l yo
I t

i

n

a

[ l'y, if youdre done in there
f or t he s@ugarGeld veas e ad my favorite cheeses, produced by college students at
Washington State Universities. Karends omel et s
We il 1l ed hem in on what we knew dthemwtwha#bweat t | e
k | ocal y . Ron and Libby had just moved to a
h

t
I
a mile from Karendés brother Al ands pl ace.
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Martins. Breakfast is ready! o Karen told o



AD&dt 6s alS9roosutl df ilvet.ry the radio again?0 Carl a:
AYeah. Turn on both of them. Theydre on differe
We received static from KXLYG6s frequency until

inGood evening, 1t is 5:00 pRegonthat@uskitodawsn curfawas a | |
now in effect. If you are found on the streets after 5:00 pm, you will be arrested. There are reports of

l ooting from the City and Spokane Valley, and b
stated that loting will not be tolerated and that homeowners may defend themselves if they deem
themselves in imminent danger. Three hamasion robberies in South Spokane today have resulted in

the deaths of two homeowners, one six year ol d
ADamn vultures, o | said quietly.
AWashington State National Guard units have bee

matters. 0

6Maybe | better go find those guns, 6 | thought
AKXLY News thr ough o governmengsouccesahias canfirined throagh reelscopeem d
overflights of the region that the | ahar mudfl o
in multiple |l ocations. 0

We | ooked at each other anxiouglgh*ti, 0 eanegmblee el
on.

AWhile the majority of the Seattle region is st

the mudflows have destroyed the Port of Tacoma through the Carbon and Puyallap river drainages, and
that the Nsqually river basin is completely covered with the conedikéemudflow. Radio

communications in the region have been seriously compromised by the nature of the ash fall, which has
damaged or destroyed most broadcast stations. o

ifSket chy r arpabarstresachingfintoghe Rentbn basin and Lake Washington have also come
in, and it is believed that the eruption and mudflows have affected the White River, the Green River, the
Cedar River, and Renton industrial area. Reports through military sdwaneesndicated that substantial
portions of the Boeing plants in these regions

fSei smologists believe the event at Mt. Rainier
1980 eruptiorat Mt. St. Helens, but was far more devastating than that eruption. Preliminary estimates of
dead and wounded at this time are approaching a quarter million citizens throughout the region, and are
projected to climb as more information becomes availahbtty@scue crews reach the affected areas. The
SeattleBellevueRedmond area continues to be blanketed by ash fall, which is estimated to reach sixteen

inches in the first eighteen hours of the erupt
AMom, 0 Mari e asked, i wleandheafamlywlivediAatrendy pddofi e ?! 0 M
Redmond.

~

Al dondét know, honey. Letdbés pray for them. o



ifMeterol ogists expect the southeast winds direc
southwest wind, which has the potential of bringasy to Eastern Washington and North Idaho over the
next twentyfour to thirty-six hours. The ash cloud is currently topping out above-$indysand feet,

which could place a significant percentage of the ash in the upper atmosphere, resulting ined thattenti
the ash c¢cloud could circle the globe. 0

NnRepeating, a dawn to dusk curfew is now in pla
word.

No one had anything to say as we listened again to the curfew notice as the cookstove cracked and
popped. Soft kerosene light lit both rooms as the next portion of the report came on. John and Ron had
cleaned up their first omelets, and Karen was cooking two more, these two with homemade salsa. | could
smell biscuits baking in the oven.

N Bes i devieous and Borrible loss of life and property, this is a virtual death blow to the economic

engine of Washington state, with the potential loss of major aerospace design and fabrication facilities at
Boeingds numer ous pl ant sruption of thdseftwdraheadquartersaft h, ma
Mi crosoft, and similar firms |ike Adobe Systems

AUSGS observers aboard Air Force planes on the
affecting areas south and east of the mountaintda much smaller degree than the massive outflows to
the north. The airborne observers stated that large amounts of steam, rocks, and lava bombs were
continuing to shoot from the new crater, and mi

i Ar e aide obtheteruption zone have been heavily damaged from the initial series of earthquakes,
including the major damage seen in Spokane and Kootenai counties. A preliminary list of affects of the
guake includes the following: the closure of Snoqualmie daedesis passes due to landslides and losses

of bridges, the loss of the Vantage Bridge and Highway 395 bridges over the Columbia, and damage to
Grand Coulee Dam. The dam continues to generate power and is being inspected at this time by the Army
Corps of Egineers. Other dams on the Columbia and Spokane rivers are being inspected by Corps
Engineers and local experts to determine the extent of any damage or danger. No report has been made
available regarding the status of the Columbia Generating Statiog,todt es 6 sol e oper at
plant at Hanford. The loss of Holy Family Hospital in North Spokane has forced relocation of hundreds of
patients to the intact portions of Northtown Shopping Center, with new patients being directed to Sacred
Heart, Deacoess or Valley Hospital. All local hospitals are currently operating under extremely adverse

conditions, with mini mal power and damage from
AEmergency operations at both Fairchild Air For
soonas runway repairs can be completed. The condi

and auxiliary runways at Spokane I nternational
concourse collapse did not result in any injuries orldeatue to the late hour of the quake. Repair
operations are being hampered by the cold weath

AAn expanded | ist of emergency shelters in the

and45 past the hour. Limited loyower television broadcasts from this and the three other local stations

is projectedtobere st abl i shed within 24 hours. o

AWe at KXLY are holding all of you in ourseepr aye

us through this crisis.o



AUpdating a |ist of emergency shelters operatin
AWell . There it is then.o | said to no one in p
née. Sacred Heart Hospital, Deaconess Hosptht al an
medi cal experience, blood donors, and technici a

It would be crowded in the barn tonight.
Deep Winter, Part Ten

After the Martinds had finished 6breakfast 6, Ka
the Martins. Using thevoodstove and one of the Coleman stoves, she and | worked on beef stew in a big
casti r on dutch oven, cornbread (this was-firedoveral e
before), and for dessert, ice cream from the kitchen freezer.

ARomow t hat Obreakfastodé has taken the edge of f,

il can do that. Well, we showed up at Sports Wo
thirty of her friends from her school team out there, part of a nighdsketball shoearound for the

league teams. We met her at the door, and were walking back to the Jeep with all of her stuff when we
went flying. The ground just whipped us up in t

AAll of the c¢ar sthemdéineach bthhery One guy was erusteed ketween d Suburban and
an H2 Hummer as he got out of his car. Never had a chance. His whole family saw it happen, and there
was nothing they could do. The bui |l cipowgrsvendautd n 6t

and there were a couple of transformers that O6p
snapped off about twenty feet up and landed right on the entry vestibule. There were a bunch of people

under it. Theyrdi dwdt ohakMariitesdi ttlreammates and t
still there. There wasndédt anything we could do,
AiOh, man, 0 was all | coul d say.

~

AQuite a few peopl e made alotgomgdn as usualybukno® c€® or s
skating, basketball, weights, the poker tournament in the club. Most people decided to get to their cars anc
stay in them until they could figure out what t
afraid theydédd come down. 0

Libby added to the recount. AAfter we saw what
to pull up the steel, but we knewé. .. I't was sn
buil di ngdy leimphtgen but é. you could tellé. .0 Her
then to the fl oor. Anlt was too quiet. They were
headed for home. o

AAfter about twenitggume nadteswlodt ttroidag, @ oRdn con
daylight. By then it was maybe 2:40 or so, and
around all the stuff that was down. During the

ANonuch. 0 John sai d.



AfYeah, John took most of the back seat. o Mari e
nWe werenodot exactly planning on camping in the
Marie and Kelly moved off into the other room, no doubt to talk about their adventuresialyth#nd to

talk about boys. John and Carl stayed in the shop with us, camped out in one of the big, grey collapsible
Costco couches.

iBefore you go on, Carl why dondét you get John

K. Thanks. o

iYeah, t hanks Rick

AThat 6s Mr . Drummond to you, John Martin, o0 Lib

AnLi b, itdés OK. o | grinned. She was so **|lrish*?*
Ron went on. AAnyway, during the night, a few m
they decided to go while theystlloul d, hoping theydd make it home
full, so we were OK at that point. o

AiWe | eft Sports World at about six thirty, it w
roads were awful, of course no snowploasd then all the snow down on all the trees, power lines, poles

and stuff. We made it out of the parking |l ot, n

Karen handed Ron another cup of cider, this time with a little rum.

i We we n td ot ovend dhe fleway fence to get on the freeway, because one of thadmgion

towers had come down on the frontage road. Anyway, after getting almostraileatihe overpass at

Barker was down. So | backed up, nearly getting hit by some SOB running withoutlligbtg.up the

off-ramp, over the overpass, and saw that there was a huggplethe onramp, and with all that snow,

there was no way to get around it. Back on the frontage road on the other side. We dodged a bunch of
stuff on the frontage roddsometime going through front yar@suntil we made it to Flora. The Flora
overpass was down, and | knew that wedd have to
Sullivan, Trent, or Argonne. | thought Barker was too far away when | started. Brobabh o ul d 6 v e
it. o

About 10, we made Sullivan. The south half of
snow and ice anyway, and itdés steepdtulpe haddt. Hral

St

AYeah, thatwas ftilhgaurcel.d Tphaartt . 6 | sai d.
AAnd the west half didndédt | ook much better. So
wasno6t an option because of the hill and that s

nPast the Mall . o

nYeah. Mileootngwasfulohhdédy then. Circuit City, Best B
Warehouse, Krispy Kreme, you name it. Krispy Kreme! Why the hell would you loot a donut shop!?! We



saw a couple of cops, but they wedaeidedétamaetapi ng an
filming the cars as they were coming out. One g
anything they could do, there were just too many looters. The store guys at Big Five and Sportsmens

t hough, wer en olkoff withtguns on gmma. Fouroonfiee dead guys in the parking lot
proved that.o

AwWhat 6d you guys do?0 Karen asked. We were al/l
ARnThe cops said that we should head bacrpasstwas t he
damaged. They also told us that the bridge had been sanded, so we should be able to make i up in four
wheel drive. o

ADid you have any trouble with the | ooters?d Ca

ANot once we drove through t h sach 8e lkoked gacd abtihe a n d
Sullivan overpass and there were two cars and a bus crushed under it, and a tanker had plowed into it afte

it fell. Burned the whole shebang. 0

nfnOnce we made Evergreen, we were able tdéd witnaveo
cold, we coul dodéve wal ked faster. What is it, si
AfYeah, something |like that. Lots of damage | i ke

AYeah. And wor geasion lihds orsPeestaie @ying comietely across the street. Those
poles must b eighty feet high. The Conoco station was still burning, and the propane tank at the Cenex
had bl own too. o

AHow was Vall ey General 2?0 Karen asked. Valley G
were born.

ACrowded. L ot s e@drking let.nThesnewsparttlookeggoad rstillthad some glass in the
|l CU wing and the emergency wing | ooked fine. Th
How ol d was that thing anyway?o0

Al think it opened in O0mdrade.obably never saw a
AWell, about half of it i s u-equigrend mechaniclpbira of viewf r o m
onadriveby i n a snowstorm. o

| chuckled at that. AYour opinion is at | east a

AWhich road did vy o uursldoks bldckeg downsthe roadp andjtieettreel rontheof? O
Brians have it shut down too, 0 Karen wondered.

AfCatal do and Boone, 0 LibbdJwhiephi @desmdr oveolkpatsad
old sanctuary on the east is OK, the wing in thedbaids gone, and the new sanctuary on the west looked
OK. Coul dndét see the gym.o

AThanks. | was wondering if we could go to chur



AThat s a good i dea, babe, o0 | said. AHowOs t hat

AShould be readyToo badhwardonds have any of th
Dadbés key ingredients. o

AiActually, THE key ingredient. Well, that and t
watering.

ARon, how about you and ThemnkésaawhbkWw upihgsthh
need. O

AiSure. Got any spare boots?0 Ron was wearing sh
ifiYeah, wedve got some Sorels over there, and he
sai dmitGetns or gl oves?0

AJohn, give me those snow mobile gloves you had
ATheyo6re over by the stove.o

AThanks. 0O

AHerebs a hat, o | handed Ron my WSU football k n
AiGreat. Couldndét be the Huskies, could it?0o0
ANope, not in thwer dhohmesre! dhatds a dirty

AFi ne Better warm than proud. 0

ATruer words were never spoken,o | said as we |

Once we | eft the barn and sl ogged through the f
OK in this. o

i We 6lrle al i ve and not hurt, and webdbve got a pl ac:
to agree. o0

Al candt thank you enough for taking us in.o
AnTaking you in? Ron, you and Lib and t heunki ds a
brother of mine over on 9t h. Havendt even seen
people that 16d want to ride this out with othe
AThanks |l know that Li b an . Ohcefivefigured thdt gettirg@hame wa
wasndébt an option, this was the only place to go
i We if it were 6summer 6, webdbd be having a ba

[
| guess weobll celebrate O6survivalod instead this



ANo .shWhat do we need to get outta the house?o0

il havenét found the gun safe yet Thought that
with a club or a pitchfork. There arendét too ma
calliné who isndét welcome, |16d I|Iike to have a o0r
Al hear ya. What do you have?0

AMy Dadoés Garand, a | ever action .45 camp carbi
870 Express 12 gathesel ave bt onksr $ 6dbluti ke t o
nJeez. What else is there?o

AMy grandfathers 1903 Springfield, and two ot he
grandfatheros gun much, trying to phebigfanwe it .

secret. My Dad brought it home after Japan. A B

AHoly CRAP! Those things are worth a fortunel 0

AFamily heirlooms are priceless, actually. And

tookoutaJdag ni per after the end of the war with it.

were building Haneda. Bastard was trying to get
renamed Tokyo International tAiI rlpeonrgt.h wiiDsaed. oc ut t
Als it | egal ?0

nStrictly speaking? No chance i n Hell. Itol |l st
t he war anyway. o

AfPeace through superior firepower. o0

ASomet hing | ike that. | ujsest thope ctamb6God magi dhen
AiMe either. | 6m a bigger fan of &éreach out and

iYeah. |l just canét i magine someone whoo6d be a

ifYeah. Let 6shalvepda owd i chadn étut . o

AfLet 6s get going. This icebs murder, o0 | said wi
il get i1it.o Ron said as we put the | adder up to
In we went.

Deep Winter, Part Eleven

After Ron and | had recovered my gun safe andwvedied it of i tds contents, w

bedspread and packed them out of the house. | covered the bedspread with plastic, placed it in a
wheelbarrow, and went back in for a few other items that'd caught my eye.



Due to the quake, the safesvia an exposed location, and had a chance of getting rain or snowmelt on it,

so 1 6d emptied it out completely, including the
other places around the property, conveniently hidden in plain sight. WAhiifenknew that | had some

ammo in the safe and in the cabinet next to it,
were inaccessible due to weather (buried in cap
wrapped invphasalty. hbhod €0 explain that to her

would've died in this little fiasco, she would've needed to know that kind of thing.

Next, | had Ron pass me up a roll of plastic from the garage, and one of the staplspemisa little

while covering over the exposed windows with plastic, and stapling them up. | managed to get most of the
windows covered without killing myself on the now-icevered ladder, before deciding that it was a

really bad idea to continue.

Imade one quick trip into part of the Pdwasted t hat
to surprise Karen and Libby, but knew that Kare
Ron was keeping an ey e thoholeimthe fausdation. Mpassetl oui enofight hr o
stuff to more than fill the second wheelbarrow, all wrapped up in big Costco garbage bags to keep them
clean and dry. | didndot get too far intoedodne ba
was blocked with the sheetrock ceiling, just opposite of the staircase up to the first floor. Getting the stuff
out was a chore.

| tripped over something on my way back to the windowé d f or gotten t hi s one.

old boltactonnragazi ne | oading shotgun, a J.C. Higgins,
hung over the bar for the past 15 years, unfired. The long barrel had been bent as one of the foundation
stones landed on it. | might be able to cut the bent part off and | | use iténot that

beast. It weighed a ton. | passed it up to Ron as | started back out of the basement.

|l c¢cli mbed back out of the hole, over foundati on
wrapped up the old twedvgauge in the plastic covering by the time | was ready to go. The last of the late
afternoon salvage in hand, we headed back out to the barn. With the addition of our guests, it was time to
get a supplementary water source going, and pronto. Those tdorbigms of wat er woul d
our sole source of water. I'd have to take that on tomorrow.

We trudged back out to the barn along the path
half-inch or so of snow into a thick layer @i, and the rain still continued. Walking was tricky. Moving
quickly was out of the question. The fences, gates, trees, and my greenhouse were straining under the
wei ght . | 6d have to do something aboutentthee gr ee
frame from the weight of the ice. It was never designed for that.

AHey! Wedre back! o | called into the barn. fHop
Al rish coffee. | found that bottle of ¢timai sh Whi
pur poses, right 20 Karen said cynically.

nYep. Used 1t for splinters. This | S a woodshop
AYeah. Suuuur e. Here you go. Why are you so dir
nl él uh, made a couple of trips into the house.



AUh huh Try again Yheard it allr Basgémeaot, hwh® sshoolld makeQ/&u. sleey e

the Ford tonight! o

AnYeah, sorry Had to get a few things. oo

nLi ke what, for example was worth risking your

Al didnodét risk my I|Iife. The houseacogpebreligoi ng t
shakes The foundation is in better shape than
damage, or at | east not much | could see with t
Ailtds what you donét see thatoéldédkill you. That
AnHer e. Pour yourself a nice glass of chocol ate
rescued from the bar | 6d bought it at a |little

really great Ports.
AYou didnoét. o

Al .diHhAppy Anniversary, babe. o She didndt r ememb
first date. The look of shock grew in her eyes.

ARi chard James Drummondé. o

ADon6ét say anything, just give me a kiss. o

She complied wiuh khedsMappiladsdi agd &he was cryi
AThat 6s OK. It 6s netndlainlgerwe@v s i haar iiom arl iafng t

age. 0 She had me by six months, which warBsofpr ovi
getting older.

AYoubre not making any points there, sweetie. o0
Al know. You used all three names. |l better qui
stew. | couldndét imagine it without.oOo

APerfect ti ming.gerihinethadidem base td kadp feedipg thabstove. What else
did you get from the house? Something useful, I
Ron and | | ooked at each other. AYeah. A few th
close that doortothewoodghg no sense in |l etting all the heat
so the store room door will/l be open a while. o
AOK. Just | et us know when youdbre done. Car | , h
room?o

AnOK. Camwane show?o0



Karen showed Carl how to get the -d&hioned kerosene lantern fired up. This was one of the old
fashioned rairoad style lanterns, fully enclosed.

Carl helped us get the wheelbarrows moved into the doorway as Karen, Libby and thergel$ on

dinner in the woodshop. John was put to work daping cracks in the sheetrock of the storeroom, where
cold air was seeping in. The wood shop had a fe
as bad.

Ron and | unloaded the faems, made sure they were clean and unloaded, and placed them in one of the
empty wall cabinets. The Browning was wrapped up in a blanket from the house, and put in the same
cabinet after | took a quick look at it. Ammunition, the cleaning kits,and®oure of Hoppeds
up in the cabinets and a shelf, and | quickly recognized that all of the guns had at least some ammunition
here in the barn. The 10/ 220s were we-hdionss45 ocked
and the 101ndsvsntsadofOFMI that |1 6d bought | ocalll
the Garand, the 1903, and the BAR. The lone shotgun, my 870 Express, had bird shot, deer loads and
rifled slugs available.

iJedsYosu planning on a war?0 John said.

ANmot right away, o | said, seriously.
ANi ce one, Dad. o Carl smil ed.
iWas that a BAR?0 John pressed on. AGrandpa Mar

with one. 0

AYep. That one belonged to my Pbhaidl.l iHpel npeust, ian d o.
AWow. Thatds serious hardware. 0

AWar 1isndédt for sissies. o

nYeah. Need any help with the rest of that? |1 0m
ANo such thing. Therebds four more rolls in that
nwel | |, | 6ve got this room done, I think. o

nWedl I put you to worKk. Her e, 0 gavetulldaamdiput@hamdnthgr a b
bench over there Then the big plastic sacks, O
ASure. o

John was destined to play high school football. A ni or , already 66 20 and a

ounce of fat on the kid. Pretty good hunter too, from what Ron had told me.

Once we were done unloading, | closed the outside door and locked it. The remaining boxes and bags
were unpacked carefullynad t hen | tol d Karen that webéd finis
the warm air rushed into the chilly room.



AOK, so show us your haul! o Karen and Libby res

AnCertainly. Have a seat. o Kar etnhenwalLli bod pecasnietde
which wedédd covered with a |light sheet. Kelly an
on the mattress with the dogs. Buck was alterna
hands. (The dogs knowh at when family members have work gl

than to try this with strangers.)

AAl'l right. Here we go. First offeéeo I pulled a
AOh, you found it! LdtbhertshGatt oma.so nlitn ea p paenadr erdy tnt
hot water as | was a few minutes before.

ANext, four boxes of photo albums and pictures
ABapti smal gowns, banners and dedication Bi bl es
AfGood for you!od Libby smiled.

AfOne 1901 Ger man Bible, one 18606s Bible in Cel
AYour grandmotherdés and my parentsé silver serv
AOne reaplyghbegun, 0 as | sspull ed out the ol d Hig
AiWhat about the rest of the guns? Did you get t
AYep. Theyodére al/l ready in the wall cabinet, wi
AUnl oaded?o0

AiYes, for the moment. Wedll have to decandleck, what
the |l ooting wondot come this far in the next day
things under control . o

AThey keep repeating that curfew notice. I hear

on on the SoutHlill and at Liberty Lake," Kelly said. She was getting to be pretty good at snooping out
the news.

iYeah. Not surprised. After dinner, Ron and | a
over and edl 1l do ae Idiitdt loev esrpraaty BEpraiicn tainndg A myk eMc
stop them but 1 to6ll make it clear that i f some
humanitarian reasons. 0

ADaddy, did you bring anything else out?0 Kelly
nWel | Imahdaev einté6tback up to your room yet, if that
covered so the rain and ice wondédt get in anymor

ANo, thatdéds not what | meant . |l just wondered w



AnWell , ledk. hkareem, lyou have the honors. o

nAl I right. I's this some sort of surprise?0
ANot particularly.o | said.

Karen opened the first box. It was filled with

room for in the storage room last AuguBhey were all unbroken, and sandwiched in between layers of
cardboard.

AWhoooo hoooo! 0 She said excitedly. Al thought
AiMe too. They were stacked up in front of the s
AThen this ontomdtosaup! Brigl thé e gne has to be the pickled beans, green beans
and stewed tomatoes. 0

AThe next two actually. The other one is over b

i Wo w. You didnot have room for four cases of ho
t h

in ere then?0 Libby asked, amazed.

AiMore of the same, as well as a bunch of dry go
AOur storeroom has Christmas ornaments in it. A
AWell, you just tewielrl kmiotw twhe nshare, fdo you?o0
AYesterday, | 6dve | aughed at you for this, Rick
AYesterday, | 6dve | aughed 4mypsel hout ssdomeobe $aliv
iYeah. | suppose so0. 0

AThe | ast box iyouf arndt Mark ied o.pekelilty ,up. o

AOK, 0 Kelly said. She and Marie quickly opened
candy bars, M&M6s, nuts, and raisins.

AfCool! Can | have a Snickers?o

AnSure, but | call dibdsmled. all of the Mil ky Way
AThose were bought for the Bible study kids at
get a kid to learn Godds Word,o | told Ron and

=]

Sanctioned bribery?o

=]

Wel | | of a kind, yes. Budh wkiedis ,yowdu ed a el ath gy



Aflndeed. 0 Lib said. AHey! Give me one of the 6S
AwWait til you try one on a so6émore, o | told her.
AQuit that. Dinner s ¢ o0 miynau rs oaomp, ot iKtaerse.n0 s ai d.
ANot bloody I|ikely,o0o I told her. AAnd babe, you
Aildm sure | do. | f she were here, shed6d be afte
AfYes she would, o | thought to myself. O6Sure hop
iSo whatdés on the agenda after dinner?06 Carl as
AWhy, got a hot date?0 | said to him, which is
ANoooooO, Dad. John and | wanted to go out. o Joh

that | would gve an OK, where his mother | was sure, had not.

ANot a great idea, bud. We donodt really know wh
to figure out how to keep an eye on things tonight. | think after dinner, some of us ought toegget som
sl eep, and weol | have to decide whods going to

somet hing happens. o

Af6dSomet hingd being what?06 Inquisitive little cu
iSomeone showing up to rob pespleawho ae taking advantage of n e i
things right now, and more people that were com
popul ated right now, and there arenét enough of
the time allnight We 6l |l have to set up a watch over nigh
and get help out in case we need it. You need to realize that we are waaay better off than a lot of people ir
town right now, and far better off than a lot of peopleihe st ate. Cl ear enough?q
ACrystal .o

nOK, you deep thinkers, grab a bowl. 1Ttds ti me

AAnd dondt mak ecleanedrhars kslaved awayll dayws the decorating.”

End, Part Eleven
Deep Winter, Part 12

nKel |l vy, bring the big radio in here so we can |
of me, our | ittle arrangement was reminding me
from the big simmering pot, white aprons and Aafter we were dished up, we each took a hunk of (well
done) cornbread from one of our old dinner plates. A second cornbread was in the oven.

AHow are we doing on batteries for that thing?bo9



ifSeems good, I c h an g e deywereaated 1999, utnstll Hrad sdme Ife imtleem.n i n
The new ones were up in your cupboard. o
AfGood. | bough€Chnihotsmasatsdlhe atf t&Rce. 0

As soon as we were all served and beverages provided (water for Kelly, her drink of choice, pop for th
boys and Marie, and iced tea for the adults), we joined in prayer before eating.

AiDear Father God, we thank you for alll that vyou
who do your work. We ask your protection for those who are in dafogehose working to save their
brothers, for those who are struggling without your guidance. We ask these things in the name of your
bel oved Son, Amen. o

AAmen, 0 echoed from our assembl age.

AThat was very nice, Rick, 0 Libby said quietly.

AThanks .ngNdti ke speaking from the heart. We have
his day safe and sound when many others didnot

—+

Li bby and Ron nodded. The ki ds dugbroadecdastestartethei r b
nGood evening, h

t s is KXLY Spokane bro
wi || continue to r t

dcastin
oadcast throughout e

[ a
b h ni ght
AReports of the tr awmhavdleeenaconfirmmesl bytour eepostdrs, vehd hadeo wn t o
radioed back to the station the details of the major derailment. It should be noted that many derailments in

the Yardley railroad yards occurred due to the earthquake, but only two have resulted inaniajorenn t s .

AThe main derail ment, just north of Mission Ave
Emergency Operations Center, or 911 Center, the adjacent National Guard Readiness Center, the City of
Spokane Fire Training Center, afiresttn, and fire department fi el dh

AOh, crap, o0 | said. @Th a tplamnadshatsiteéor tikefConumunity pr oj e ¢
Coll ege! o

The announcer went o0 nspeedeavent, the &rdinlinnyeestites caraymg a | o w
numerous types of cargo, including bulk goods, fertilizer, and several unknown chemicals. Our reporter
on the scene, to the east behind police lines, has reported that the chemical plume from the initial crash
and explosion was direct to theush and west, into the East Central and Logan neighborhoods. The

fumes were apparently a heavibanair mixture of lethal chemicals, which resulted in the deaths of
hundreds of residents as they evacuated their homes after the two a.m. quake hththesNde now

go to Amy Johnstone viatwoay-r adi o who i s on scene. Amy? Are y
nYes, Jim. This is just one of several devastat
ofthesingledl ar gest | oss of ikdto rote thdt theaBOC budding and tieed-ine. | 6d |

Department buildings are intact, but as | understand from the local Battalion Commander, all personnel in
the buildings were apparently asphyxiated due to the toxic fumes from the train derailment. No contact
with any of the buildings has been possible without protective gear, but from the initial visits to the
structures, it is my understanding that all staff were killed within minutes of the cloud enveloping the



structures. At least two staff of the EOC wkiléed in their vehicles, which apparently stalled when the
gasses overtook them. o

AJi m, | 6 ve +matcauesdretitk trainhcars tiatl zould see through my binoculars, and would
like to give them to you now. There is still some fire and smisikeg from the wreckage, which partly
obscures the scene. |l believe that you have the
AQui ¢k, Karen, get me a pencil from up on the s
AWhy?o

ATell you in a sec. o0

AYes, Amyhead when youdre ready, 0 the announcer
i OK. I 61 | read these off quick. My batteries ar
better sign off. 106l try foveephatge the radio

N OK, A ms.for ybur eeport. Our Hmouse staff is currently reviewing the haat codes found on
the train cars, to determine exactly what kind
resulted in so many deat hsé. . o

AHow are yecdodei ngose Wumber s?0 Ron asked.

nGot a | ist. I n that computer over there, o0 | go
store room, sitting on the floor. fANeed power t
hookitupp t he battery from the | awn tractor and |
itéds not worth buying a new one. Really obsol et

iArenét you going to finish your stew?, 0 Karen

AfYeah, in a minute. Iwavea mt t o know what that st
AOK, 0 she shrugged her shoulders, with that 'th
Book out of the case, hooked up the 12V cigarette lighter plug in to the power port, and hooked up the
alligator clips to the tiny motorcyclealtery that ran my Honda lawn tractor in the summertime. | punched
the Power key, and the startup chime rang. After a minute, the screen came to life and the desktop
appeared.

AiWhat made you want to know aboutbbhaskedas bfaunddhe ma t
file I was looking for, launching Microsoft Word.

AiWedbre about a mile south and west of THE major
how many trains per day pass through Spokane?bd

iNo, | never thought about it. o
ADozens. I f one of them crashes, and spills som
Someti mes, itodés substantial .o



Awhat have you done about it?0

Sheepishly, I said, ANot much. 't was ID@GK, my | i s
what are those numbers? Read 6éem off to me Carl

n1005, 1051, 105é0

AOne at a ti me. |l need to keyword search t hem.
acid aqueous solutions with more than 20% hydro
i Cyani depasked With shock.

AfYeah. Whatoés next ?0

f1053. 0

AHydrogen sul fide.o

Ai3130, then 3307.0

ANo specific name, but it says O0Substances, whi
poi sonous. 6 3307 isééed Liquefied gas, poisonous

Nf3306 and 1978, 0 Carl finished.

AiLots of entries for 3306. O6Compressed gas, poi
through D. 6 What was the | ast one?o0

A1978. 0

APropane. 0O

AAll of that stuff was on one train?o6 Libby ask

i Y e arbbably, and probably more. These were probably all tank cars. If there were bulk chemicals on
there, they probably spilled too. Those peopl e

The room was quiet again, except for the broadcast.

AFrom t he Sher i foifit®perativesCantet novelocated anthd Spdkane Valley, we have
heard numerous reports cityide of looting of businesses and home break ins. These reports began
during the hours after the earthquake and are continuing to increase in number and gpparentt ol e n c

ABusiness ownhers6 and homeowners are encouraged
threatening situations, and t h e-to-8uskecurfiew i$ iid@daceaf f i c
this time, and t hanend @&e hBJe beersadviseddhattthe entire State of Washington
has been declared a disaster area by the President and that the Acting Governor, who until yesterday was
our Lieutenant Governor, have declared a state of Martial Law in Washington Stateltieatural

disaster and ensuing social unrest in the urban centers. At this time, the military has been declared in
command of recovery, rescue, and security operations within the State. We have been advised that details



of the meaning of this declaratn ~ wi | | be coming within the next

AAt this time we would urge all/l | i steners to be
the use of kerosene space heaters, charcoal fired hibachis, and other improvised heat sources. We have
reportsof more than a dozen deaths due to this silent killer, and more reports of iliness. If you are
experiencing dizziness or headaches, you may be exposed to excessive amounts of carbon dioxide and
KXLY and health authorities urge you to seek shelter in di@tdrility at once. These shelters are open

t houghout the city, and a I|list, by neighborhood

AfWhat 6s next?0 Karen asked.

Al finish my stew, thatdés whatods next. After th
gonnat ake a nap. o

AThat 6s all ?0

AYou seem surprised. o

AnYeah. Marti al Law means the governmentos in co
ARi ght Like they havenodot al ways pretended to b
Thatdos al ways been in.tNeuhk&kndw othaa, Hhghewy. pow
nYes. Of course, buteé. .o

ATherebs things | can do things about. There ar
be in the latter category. However, if someone comes for our guns or to unlawfully take ottymope

that of my neighbors and friends, itoll be a di
more of that stew? And is there honey for that

Deep Winter, Part 13

As | finished eating, Karen, Libby and the girls took on the tdisiteaning up and thinking about
breakfast the following morning.

Cleaning up involved washing up the daysdé dishe
boiled, as wash wat@&ra very timeconsuming process. Dishes were done in the large damme

aluminum pot we used for wastater while camping in the summer, before we bought the tent trailer.
Rinsing was done in an old enameled steel pan t

|l gave Ron my keys to my 0665 Fal cddhetwo ahargeesrThesr a n
Martinsd and Drummonds had camped for years tog
Hegottheoldskc yl i nder started on the third try, and v
the inverter, which as powered off of the deayycle battery in the back. I figured that if we ran the van

for fifteen minutes or so, that the batteryds c
next couple of hours. | 6d gj udt urpurf otrha twan olidstc
parked next to the barn, beyond the oOPackardo r
the snow and i ce, but that hadnét been a probl e

Karen filled Lib in on our current stocks of sipp e s, whi ch, though extensi v



working in our kitchen. We were down to the last ‘gaflon of storebought milk, for example, which

meant that powdered milk would be used with some of the stored water. We had about eighteen store
bough eggs |l eft, but with luck wedd be in fresh e
Joedbs hens were | aying.

Karen had already laid down the law on using the stored water only for cooking and drinking, and that
wash water was to be from snomelt, rainfall, or filtered water when we had it availdlh i ch was n
yet . By her records, wedd used perhaps 10 gallo
so of snow melt.

Karen and Libby had also figured out a plan for arrangiegstore room and woodshop for sleeping,
assuming that if someone was out on O6patrol 6, o
with them, in the shop, listening or talking to them on the FRS, keeping them awake. For tonight at least,
we hadone fullsize regular mattress, one twin, and two-filed air mattresses available for the store

room, as well as the ancient mattress that was stored out in the barn. The woodshop would have the Worl
War Two era wood and canvas cot. Bedding for tioingg least would be sleeping bags, which had all

been moved to the shop from the house and garage after my initial salvage.

OQur o6facilitieséd, meaning our toilet, was | ocat
6040 Pac k aapdtti had’been placedron a piece of plywood atop a wood palette, and offered no
privacy whatsoever if the door to the store room was opened. The TP was unceremoniously hung on a
sixteenpenny nail, driven into a stud.

Not exactly indoor plumbing, butié d h
more thing to do. I
ground. Great.

ave to do for now. |l 6d have
60d have to figure a fazend pl a

One thing we all were constantly having a problem with wasrtg on the light switches every time we
went i nto a room. | wondered how | ong wed6d be d

While Ron and | talked about security plans for the night, and a staffing rotation, Lib released the girls
from their servitude, so that a propeafo s ome coul d be had for the boy:
played by the light of two of the olidshioned camp lanterns. We all decided that this was not a bad
ideaéit certainly got them into a bett eacupiedd ame
with all of the smells in the rooms, and were checking out all of the stored boxes, sleeping bags,-and odds
andends in the shop. Eventually, they staked out spots near the cookstove, evidently deciding that both
the warmth and the chance of foagirig dropped their positions was a bonus.

| was dead tired, and so was Ron. Wedd have to
Theydd be joining us on Opatrol 6.

We were expecting further news otri alnfloawfa,t iboenf aal
stations powered down, but that didnodét happen.
Kelly jumped right up and started scanning the
on KSL forthebigrdi o, and shut off the I|ittle GE radio t

radio was a Radio Shack model that picked up shortwave, TV, AM/FM, and NOAA weather radio. | think

| paid fifteen bucks for it taEeatthe opParthand eseh io good We
weat her, so we didnét even bother scanning them
about the quake, but really nothing much we did
that betweesixteen and thirty inches of ashfall had hit the Seattle metropolitan region, from Tacoma all



the way to Lake Sammamish. Survivors were walking out. The Alaska Way Viaduct had collapsed.

oddl vy, I wondered how t he TrcaseefTwoBock Ghsck itheretWwos s a g
weeks ago, some Ghiradelli chocolate for Kelly and Carl, and some imported tea and exotic coffee for
Karen. And my brother in West Seattle. They had such a nice view of the Sound and the

Ol ympicsé. before.

Beforethingsgb t oo | at e, | had Carl and John d&égear up
vacant houses under our watch. A little grumbl.i
respond well to the news dclhandlexpectedithem baclirefitden me w

minutes. | armed each with a can of black krylon, and told them what to paint and where. John put on his
bright yellow and red ski parka, and | told him to leave it. | gave him my old grey Eddie Bauer and sent
themon their way.

inJohn, we want you to disappear, not stand out.
VOX. Mo moé | | be | istening. You see anything weir
ice ontop of all of thatsnw, t hereds no way you will. DO NOT n
AK. Letodés go. 0 Carl and John exited through the
AnOK, hereds the security plan, | adiesiltakyrga!l | i
watch, from nine to midnight. Weoll need one of

eleventhirty, the watch officed t h a t & wakes aputhe relief shift and has coffee or cocoa or
something ready for two thermoses. Probaalye trail mix or jerky too. Your job will be to listen in on
the FRS during the watch, and contact the patrol every fifteen minutes. More to keep them awake and
alert. If anything odd happens during the patrol, the watch will contact you and you walitheakelief.

We might need reinforcements out there. Three hour shifts, and ttetgfivatch gets at least some

sl eep. Questions?o

AfAre the FRS6s charging?ao

ifiYeah. Ron put them in the Falcon on t beeondsetvert
will stay on | onger, so second watch will have
AWhat 6s your épatrol area?0 Lib asked.

ANot far. We should be able to keep an eye on t
outside of the fence. If someone comes up the road on foot, we need to be able to move. Even with as
little I'ight as we have with the cloudcover, we
to be moving around much, i f at all .o

AWhadtutadwb. guns?0 Lib asked, already very apprehe

AWedl |l all be armed. The boybs wil/l have .2206s,
too. O
AWhat will make you decide to use them?o0

n threateaed directhyh tbat vallrbe anagugh. The boysare a r

AWell, simple | oo
| i

ti
painting signs ke we put on the Mooreds house



breaks in, we know theyodére not there for whatod r
the shotgun will primarily be f&kn o i s e . I f we candét though, well,
il dondét I ike this, Rick. o Karen said flatly.
AiMe either, Karen. You just candét go and shoot
i L adi tecamesto it this will not be done lightly. But | will defend my family, and the family of my
friends. It is as simple as that. It is a duty
ALi bby, | feel exactly the same. d Ron added.
Karen was quietforamomen and then told us, AYou be damn <c
this?o

AYep. As soon as they get in.o

i OK. Donét tell the girls. o

AAl I right, weoll |l et you tell them. They need
t heyolblabdy be on the radios. 0

AAll right. We will.o

Deep Winter, Part 14

The alarm on my beatp Indiglo watch was intruding on my dream. In my dream, | was welding some
new floorpans i n the 06 éeepbuesetpadbn go. f |t roabackhvdeattiingph ,t oa |
sound of my welder in my dream had been static on the big radio. It was 8:45, and felt like midnight.
Even with the sheets of cardboard that wedd tac
from the tweby-two skyligh t . I't didndét sound I i ke it was rain

Everyone was asleep, the Drummonds in the wood shop, the Martins in the store room, and both dogs
were sl eeping next to my mattr e ssdmovddoft Karemrolled s ur

out of her sleeping bag and |l it the Al addin | an
18906s nightlight,d | thought to myself.

| 6d changed into clean c¢cl othes earndvawagstillbamndg was
some of the leftover oak flooring scraps, and the room was still pretty warm, at about 60°. Carl finally
roused, after | nudged his ribs with my toe and

That never failedo get him going. Of course, after he realized where he was, that was a different story.
AOh, man?!0

iGot cha. Let 6s get moving, kiddo. o

Karen put the enameled steel coffee pot on for our hot drinks and put some more oak and cedar into the

firebox. Thewat er was already warm, and | didnodot reall
and Karen had already packed us some snacks to keep us sustained. Carl and | would take the nine to



mi dni ght shift, with Kar en elevwenforthifei vrea d iaonsd. wWeedddd
the barn a little after midnight. Wedd overl ap

information wedd heard through Karen. Then, Ron
the radio. Vi elected to stop the patrol at the end of thetbréec | ock shi ft, thinkin

would be sleeping by then. Really, | think we all wanted sleep and were looking for some justification to
be in bed, rather than hunkered down in the snow soerewh

After we were fully awake, | gave Carl his 10/22, wrapped up in a waterproof ballistic nylon sleeve. | had
six of the sleeves, bought at a sporting goods auction a few years ago. They had little Velcro straps on
them, basically serving as an astratch cover for travel, with fleece linings. We decided that the guns
would stay hol stered unless we determined that

ni ght. |l also didndét want t he ¢gu eenclearet withimtige we t
|l ast month or two, but even soé.

AReady?0 | asked Carl

AYeah, | guess. This sucks. 0

nALl I over that, bud. Wedl I be OK. Youdre Mom wi
AYeah. o

RnGood. Wedoll ggrawntsoxobytédiogkt tarps up at the
sit or |l ay on part of iit, and put the other par
for insulation against the cold. o

AWebre not goinmgd?2® be wal king arou

ANo, not i f we can help it. When you watch a mo
to them?0

ATheybébre shot or stabbed or something. o

AWhy is that?09

AThe bad guys want to. o

AYeah, but mostly becagyeses.tHh
not going to make you one. W
Hal o game. 0

@y metr eadloluy vios ibkel
ebre going to be 060

He smiled. AGotcha. Weol |l be fine ashel ddrrd oaod 6w en
particularly nasty little creature in theBox game, that was best taken out with a LOT of shotgun blasts
or grenades.

AShoul dndét have to worry about those guys. Thin
yourenemy.ony n t his game, you could die.o | was tryi

fnYeah. The OEIliteds. 0 Theyore tough. o In the fi
Theydd killed our screen c hradoatbdweorkidthetnoz ens of t



AYeah. But Carl, this isndt a game. 0

1)

|l know Dad. Real . OPrivate Ryanod real . o
AExactl y. Hon, got that hot stuff ready?0o0
AiYeah. And be quiet. We donét need to rile up t
AYeabrry. o | replied. AWheredd you dig those wup

matching sofisided insulated coolers (warmers?), aboupsigk sized. Two were fully packed with our
wide-mouth thermoses, the other two were ready to go, witiheuthermoses.

AfOver on the shelf in the back. You never get r
ANot without your permission, babe. Those are vy
AnoOh. Well, they should work. Just try to keep t
ANo probl emdddaetliden got ke2 IF.RSI6 st nirrek stehte yoonr 6 al |
the bench reset itself. You might check it befo
AOK. Fifteen minutes, right?0o

AnYeah. Weoll wait for you t oon&aulcduldscanfornewsl aacdlet t h
us know whatdés going on, if anything. Just dono
gui et and not use the radios much to save power
AYep. Better get going, ités almost nine. o0

i We 6 r e |sgid as ¢gave her a long kiss.

AYou watch out for my boy. o

AYou know it.o |I took the cases containing the
for both, but not much. |l wasndét planning fight

Carl and | had our snowlis on, boots, gaiters, parkas, snow gloves and a pair of hobo (fingerless) gloves
under them. We both had a couple of knit watch caps on, and | had a balaclava around my neck, ready to
go. We each had two mimaglights, the two double A flavor, in pock@tsour parkas. Karen and | had
bought four cheap brown PVC rain slickers a few
camped with the Martins in the rain. Theydd be
each grabbed our wrppd up guns, lunch boxes, and we were out the door. | promptly tripped over
something in the gloom and nearly did a face plant into the ramp out of the barn.

AnGraceful, Dad. o
AThanks. Stuff | i ke that happens when you hit f
ACamg? | trip up stairs now! o



AiYeah, i1itdéds a family thing. Glad to see youobre

We crunched our way through the heavy ice and with each footstep, plunged into the powder below. The
ice was al most thick enoumthatthegirlswolldibe @dtertolwallsonwe i g
the shell without dropping through to the soft snow, unless they ran. The ice also presented problems,
because i f you fell in 1t, it would scratch you
ther mometer on the wall of the barn on the way o
so. It was COLD. | could hear a generator running somewhere. Just one, by the sound of it, way off to the
east.

After getting the two tarps out frorhé garage, and two big hunks of thick cardboard (in a previous life,
the cardboard had been shipping boxes for the n
The entire driveway thatod pl owed e adedidedetoheadwa s
back toward the house and go to the gate, rather than skate across the driveway.

After more than a little effort, we got the gate open, by chipping some of the ice off of the slide handle
with a rock. The gate had a chunk of weldéide fence tied on the lower sections, which kept Btlod
Explorer in the yard. This panel was firmly d&éon
gate open all the way without considerable effo

Ron anl | had talked earlier about locations for our positions, which needed to be both very

inconspicuous but still provide a good field of view up and down the roads. We figured that any serious
looters would be in vehicles, and that those on foot could baatied without too much trouble. | told

Carl to find a spot behind the black locust and black walnut trunks that had come down in the quake, off
to the left of our property. This gave him a good view up the road to the east. The road north was blocked
na | east two places further north of wus, and ir
house behind a downed tree, which gave me a view down the road to the south, all the way to the
convenience store, which was perfectly black against adagkygrey background.

After a few minutes, wedd both 6bésettled inbd as
flat, and crunch the ice out of the way. We then scooped the loose snow out and got down to the nearly
bare ground underneathhen, our cardboard layer, and our tarps overhead. They were pretty noisy if you
moved around, we both found out. |l could hear C
quiet.

Webd been careful not t o diswithtootgintstohpathssNosenseinn f r
drawing any more attention to us than we needed
cold, and get back to bed soon. Things would get back to normal soon, we thought.

ARadi o check. mlad ds nin

ASouth here, o | responded.
ANorth here, o Car|l mi mi cked.
nStay warm, 0 Karen said, nAOut. o

And so we settled in.



Deep Winter, Part 15

For most of the next two hours, | made a mental list of things that needed doing in the next couple of
days. he water situation. Setting up a collector and filter that would give us relatively clean water for
washing, and préltered water before we sent it through the Berkey for drinking. Power. | had a number
of options avail abl e. thihgdghdt wasemmmomitabregarding gasaline use and h

gave us enough, not too much, power <capacity. L
cl ot hes. |l didndédt have a washboard I ying around
goingwi t h t he O6outsided6é world, which meant anyone
Security. We couldnét go on | i ke tonight much |
with the Martinds eventua.l departure. The | i st

For most of the first shift, we heard only the lone generator, the sound of a chainsaw down to the south,
and only one car or truck, somewhere south. No one was outside, other than the stray dog or cat. We had
an overcast and noleskoon, so things wereeée. b

Twice during our radio checks atthetennd el even o006cl ock interval s,
news, fed to us through our earbuds.

AThey said the eruption is still continuing,s bu
supposed to be headed to the nortlieasbo war d us. 0 Nei t her Carl nor |
we didndét have anything to say, wedd key the mi
Attent hi rt vy, | 6d had autshraisind, fatek, ana Ehodblateachips. Tiren & secopde a
handful. My cocoa | saved for my eleven o00cl ock
and to make sure that | didndét have t othanthé i ev e

former. By eleverthirty, | was also beginning to think that we were worried about nothing, out on a snipe
hunt. | was also thinking that we needed some bottled water out here. Cocoa was fine, but water was
better.

| assumed that Karen had sad Libby, John and Ron for their shift. | could just see the front of the barn
from my viewpoint, and Carl could see the back side. The soft glow of the skylight was the only light |
could see in any of the hous rosedowanrthe roadfprobedlgfoud t t
blocks south and east. On the arterial. | called on the FRS to Ron and John to hustle up. Something was
coming, and | wanted them in place before it got here. If, it turned on our street. Ron and John were
crunching theiway to us when | called.

Libby asked, AWhatdéds going on?0o
AnA car down south of us. | donot know i f itds ¢

AOK. Out. o

Ron whispered out to me ARick! Where are you?bo
Joh® godown by those trees up north. Carl s behind
outta the road!o I felt that | was overreacting
It was eleven fortsff i v e . ARadi o check, 06 Libbyés voice calll

ANort h, check, 6 Car |l responded.



Sout h ocHeacknl | ed back.

1

i What about Ron and John?0o

her e. We 61 | turn over the radios to th

2

Theyor

e
omi ng. o

(@)

AOut .o Lib said quietly.

The noise continued to grow louder. A diesel. No lights. Not ontoegtsyet, but coming down the
arterial, slow, then it stopped moving. A flashlight or something shone at the intersection. A shape moved
onto our street.

ot

OK, showtime. Somethings coming. No |ights. Ke

AK, 0 the boys responded.

My bl ood pressure was up and | was sweating. I
truck, no lights, in creep mode. This isnbét goo
ifiTake out your weapons, carefully. Safetyds off
inSafetyds off . 0

AYou sure abskedt this?0 Ron a

ANo, o0 | replied. Al &m not sure about this. But

The truck crept up the road, right past us. A big late model Dodge quad cab, diesel. It was dark blue or
black with a big canopy on back, had FEMA painted on the s$idenowhite letters. If this was FEMA,

and there was a dusk to dawn curfew in place (which we were choosing to ignore, with our neighbors
blessings), why did it look like this was a thief on the prowl!?

AEverything all rightalhnhdtvobeby asked, the concer
ANo. Canodt talk now. One truck just passed our
Out . o

None of the houses looked occupied, as all lights were out by this time, still, some of them held my
neighbors and friends,dn we 6d al ready talked to some of thenm

pull ed up to our friends the Jamesd vacant home
immediately moved in cover formation, looking around to see if they werebding e r v e d . I f tl
had | ights on, they wouldbébve seen our footprint
AYou sure this is it, Levon?o

AYeah. | delivered the sh*t two weeks agiogto | t
the Wool sleyds, Ahad one too. Thatds next, th
tools there, man. o

0s
en



That meant our house.

Two were obviously armed with lorguns. No. 1 kicked in the front door and turned on a flashlight,

playing it around inside, obviously searching the place. That was enough for Ron and I. No. 1 and 2 went
inside, found it vacant, they returned with a I
Comon! ! 0

ADi dnét have to ofliem@ayonfet ht sar ¢ o met heé tdlsatal pa
Ti

about moasn enle wHDTVAt Hedd had it about two week:
back.

AOK, 06 | said over the VOX, #dAltés otbva oluisstt.helsted:
obvious theyodre very well ar med. I 6m not in fav
ARog. No way in hell. Take O6em now, thatds my v
AnAgreed. Boys, you hear us?0o

AYes sir.o John and @adoné of thedovenediblads dusisaamy lefh | wais n
hunkered down right across the street from th
to my right slightly, gaining a clear shot.

g
e

AWait one. Ron and | eiddt takehdmeedtihesde tavroe wth
house first. You two get the guys outside when
ADad, will this 10/22 do any good?o0

inYes, Carl, with that scope on be abnlde tthoe hiitg httl
AOK. o

No. 3 and 4 then put their guns in the truck and followed 1 and 2 inside. | had the Garand, Ron the 1903,
with John and Car |l using the matching 10/ 226s.
sai d, 6 MNuguns&Epokelationcé. Three went down immediately, one to go. No. 4 tried to get to
his gun as we fired again, and he fell. Carl was getting up, ready to move in. | waved him down and told
him via the radio, ATheydheyodoore bobieedi agypl &ceh

die. Webve got alll night for that to happen. | f
We waited the better part of an hour before | s
radioed back aftahe shooting, and of course Karen and Libby were very concerned. Once | assured her
that we were all fine, she cal med down a I|little

The silence on the other end of the radio was deafening.
AMy God. Has it come to this?0 she whispered.
Al 6m afraid it has. o

AnwWhat will you do when the police find out?0



Tel | them the truth. Armed | ooters invading a
ondt thin the Sherofésawi abobaviett oNomut hat |

o

k

Ron and | approached the bodies carefully. No. 1 took a shot to the upper jaw, and appeared to have died
instantly. No. 4 appeared to have taken two shots, at least one from my Garand. Theadddrale

been from either of the 10/ 226s. No. 2 had reac
from Sportsmandés Warehouse still on i1it. Nice of
He took a gut shot, and bled ouefty fast. No. 3 was hit a couple of times, once in the head, once in the
groin. He had a drusfed AK, with a Dragunoitype stock. No tags on that one. We also collected a fair
amount of cash, a plastic bag of gold jewelry and coins, six handguns, amgl@cases of ammunition.
There was also a wide variety of porn magazines
cocaine, meth, or some other evil in concentrated plasdapped form. Under all of that, there were two

cases each of chili, raviokk nd soups, andéa Remington Model 700
forlongdi st ance shooting. OMust not have been as ir
relieved the dead of their weapons, we put the bodies in a snowbank andl ¢ogarevith a foot or two

of snow. Seemed |i ke the best thing to do at t
twentys even inch Sony TV stayed in the back of th
keys andthecashonTmés ki t chen t ab l-iedoor.d calted thelboys mack totthe e ki ¢
scene to bring the weapons and ammunition back to the barn, carefully preserving fingerprints, if that was
necessary.

h
e
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|l hope all of our shidtbRowm. wondét be this eventfu

ANo shAt. You OK?D9d

iMe? Yeah, |l guess. | havendét thought about it
AYeah. You think the boys are alll right?o

ANo, but | think they wil!/| be. They were both s
iYeah. I 611 talrkd tloi bhy.m wi th Karen a

Al édm probably OK out here by myself, if John wa
Al thought that it might be good to have him ou
donét need to have you two split up tonight, o N
iYeeh, probably right. o

ifSee you at three. 0

nSee you then. Goodnight. o

AnONight.o | walked back to the barn. Time for a

people,' | thought. 'Why did this have to happen?' | asked myself, knowingrajithat there was only
one answer.

Deep Winter, Part Sixteen



By the time | crunched through the snow back to the barn, Karen, Libby and the boys were already deep
in a discussion about what wedd donewWEwSraallpr i si n

right, rather than having any second thoughts a
AfYeah, Ron and | are OK. Are you guys?o0
AfYeah, 0O both responded. Altds not | i ke we had a
do after r d&i dihreg Woiorh&sd .eyldi. Then our house. 0

AThat 6s ri ght But it stildl doesndét make what w
Ron said hedédd be OK out there by himself, if vyo
ANo, | &m goowjthfi Mombébs OK

ALIi bby? You all right with John going back up f
nYeah, |l guess. How about you stay with your Da
AOK. |Is that all right, Rick?0 John wondered.
nYeah. I dondt think we @,|Libbywikgetusuppml outtheeelrightawdy.o n i
Just call . o

AOK, 1611 tell Dad. o

AfiHeés been | istening in, havendédt you Ron?0 Lib
AfiHe said O0yes, 60 Lib passed on, the l|little bl ac
K. I 61 | g eid, argl wasouj theddook.o hn s a

AOK, you two. Get-thorbegdodo Lidsoaldmosetd. one
iYes, madéam, 0 | answered.

Libby and Karen had created a |ittle corner of
couple of old wellworn blanketstiat we used to use to cover our tomatoes in the fall to protect them from
frosts as long as possible. They were strung up on a hunk of leftover clothesline and hung from a couple
of nails on the walls, and a maills iof tolhue sc&i Ili n
the mattress. The cookstove fire still crackled softly, our only source of heat. Libby turned down the
Aladdin lantern to a very soft glow.

It was a long time in coming, sleep. Each time | closed my eyes, | kept deesithbuette of the looter

that 16d shot, through the sights of the Garand
temporarily blinded by the muzziel ash and the kick of the old gun
wondered if he had kidg, wi f e, a family. Il wondered whodd mo

Eventually, | slept. | woke briefly when Ron and John came in a little after three. | was going to get up to
talk to Ron, and he 6shushedd me, and sawad t hat
his direct order. | obliged.



| woke up |l ooking through the skylighup,wh@glSunday
meant before seven a. m. | hadndt moved a muscl e
shoulder. Sheaw me peek at her and her tail thumped twice, then she was asleep again.

| decided to wait a few minutes before | stirred. | thought about my brothers in other parts of the country.
One in Seattle, dealing wit h theigsakemhve anatdevie Utahu r e ,
settling in to a new business; a third in the Twin Cities, enjoying new datéimerhood, a fourth a couple

miles from me, a thoroughly useless person. Then the people | knew through the business: Hundreds,
probably thousads in my twentyplus years in the Northwest. My business partners and employees. My
vendors and suppliers. The parking attendant. Some of those people were probably dead today. Then the

friends | 6d made in cyberspawrekedni n hen n¢swesmgea to.u
mountain in Georgia came to mind. A dozen other
but among whom we-Gdot o mmumboatedsofuff f 6, shared

losses, idas, hopes, prayers. | knew that even as | lay there, they were wondering how we were doing in
the Northwest, and praying for our safety. Thinking about my family. About me.

Eventually, | decided to get up. Karen rose at the same time and we sharethacgoent (and a kiss
good morning), looking over at our kids, sound asleep in thdightf Then, Buck of course decided than
Carl 6s ear | ooked good, and started |icking him

| already had an agendappub get her f or t he day -tlaybeardirthetcoldne | 6 d
water. O61061I have to | earn to stop making agend

Karen and Libby (wearing some of my lounging pants and a thick fleece nightggiva ofe n 6 s) got
water for coffee and I lit the old stove with some cedar. Our wives had decided what breakfast fare would
be the night before, so they were pretty well in gear by the time | had the fire up to cooking temperatures.
Today, they would trywblewh e at pancakes in the cast iron ski
trying that out. 1 6d burn 6em for sure. o

[ removed the cardboard window shades that t he
a brilliant sunrise.

AfWe bHdogo out side for a minute. |l 6m sure itos

Libby and Karen peeked out the window, and said
some clothes quickly and we took the dogs out through the store room door.

AWow! 0 Kel Ay oo&ki at the sun on the ice!l!o
Altoés Ii ke glitter! o Marie responded. | couldn'

Buck and Ada were tearing all over the field, having no problem with running on the ice, or punching
through. There seemed to be asteasolid haHinch layer on all of the snowfall, and more than that on

all the exposed metal and wood. And, on my SUV. The Jeep was covered with a blue tarp, which with all
the ice, now resembled a melted Smurf more than anything else. The little Rwad 8overed from

radiator to seat with another blue tarp. | wished | had a camera. The icicles on the headlights nearly
reached the ground. The brilliant blue sky though, and warm rays of the sun, was worth the cold
temperatureéit watsidepl coaldredr & fgw noorelggnerdodsthis snarning, and a
few more chainsaws. No air traffic though, whic



September 11, OEmpty Skyo.

I could see across the gar dehauseaThetrutkhvas sty therejthet o t
snowpile that held the | ooterbés bodies undistur
ice that was everywhere. |l saw a flash of it be
s de. Il knew the car belonged to Mrs. Longds sor

across the street from us for many years, and for those all of those many years, we never once saw anyor
who lived there mow the lawn, work on the houmesaise a finger in manual labor. Window panes had

literally fallen from the frames for | ack of gl
over the window when that happened. Her Mewas was
going to be very upset to see the remains of th
the burned out pile. | decided to trudge up there and see if there was anything | could do, although | knew

damn wel | i to6d btimeea compl ete waste of

nCarl, watch the dogs. |l 6m going up to talk to
AYou sure, Dad? You always told me to keep my d
AfYeah, thatos true. I 61 1 be all right. Join me,
AOkey doke. Whatodéds the story with this guy?o

On the walk up to the house atté front yard, | filled Ron in. Years of verbal abuse. Strings of four

letter words shouted from inside their house that we could hear in our house, with the doors closed (ours
and theirs). Thrown objects. Probable mental iliness. The house smellethlikreawith all of the

animals she kept. She yelled at anyone who offered to help. | once mowed her front lawn with my Honda
tractor, and received a shovel full of cat manure thrown affrom inside the front doetfor my trouble.
(Atleastthedandadins i n t he oO6yardé didndt spread as far

ifGood for the property values, 0 Ron said.

ANot hardly, o6 | responded.

iANo, |l mean the fire.o

| chuckled in spite of myself. | had to remind myself that someone died over there. We reached the front
fence. Wayne was coming toward the front yard after circling the ashes and charred foundation of the
house. The whole thing had burned and collapsed into the basement. The concrete steps of the porches
climbed to..nothing.

AWayne? You all right?o0

ANo,nd®Omf*****qg alrighte&. .o

He went off on a threeinute spew of expletives, stormed back around house again, and started yelling at
his mother. From what Ron and | could decipher

itds altl wdalittido,s aarad hedd be set for | i fe. Now,

AYou | eft me NOTHI NG, you b****, NOTHI NG! ! o



He got back into the beap Taurus, slammed it into drive, and spun the wheels all the way across the
front yard, turned around and headed back fndmere he came from. | never saw him again.

AWell . That was certainly productive, o0 | offere
AfiYeah, 0 Ron said, |l ooking over at the OFEMAOG tr

AiCbé mon. Letdbs go see how the third batch of pan
beent hr own t o the dogs by now. 0

Ron chuckled. 0Glad ités not me trying to cook o

nl o6l 1l say. Hard to screw up coffee though. I th

ot
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candét believe thatatgieehlMouse is stildl

Yeah. | donot -qgueatr tietr.6 sl tionsc ho nMWC twhirtehe a center
s hel I-disl omdlyy .f olutr bl ew t o smithereens in th
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6l l see what it | ookt lankde twhhee ns ntohwe giectes ngeol otds

AYou never know, it might make it through. I f n
going right now. Still a month early for that.o

We got back to the barn and opened the door to the sofidliisakfast. And were instantly starving.

Ron and | were mostly right, the first three pancakes were being enjoyed by Buck and Ada, who were
very much at home on my sleeping bag. The kids were each working on a plate of pancakes, bacon, and
juice. Karen and Libby were each nursing a large cup of coffee, not decaf today.

All of the dirty clothes that had collected over night ended up in an ancient wicker laundry basket for later
washing. 6One more thing to t hei,nkbuatbolutd onldbtv eh ag\
washboard, 6 | thought.

Ron and Libby discussed making the attempt to get home after breakfast. We decided to get them
Oprovisionedd as best we could, I|like the Moorebod
storedgas out for the Jeep, and | was considering loaning Ron the shotgun for the trip.

St

Any news yet today?0 | asked as | munched on m
AForgot to check, 06 Karen said. AKelly, turn on
nKO, Kelly responde c¢beaysyup and a lititle patcake.ul of huc k|

The local station seemed to be up to full power this morning, and had little static for a change. A
strangers' voice spoke to us over the radio.

nééarteri al road c | eveestarterils, mdudiegdancls,aNellesiey, Garland,e a s t
Mission, Broadway, Trent, and Sprague are scheduled for clearing operations this morning. On Monday,
major clearing operations are scheduled to resume in the eastern half of the Spokane Valley, progressing



westward to meet cdging operations starting at the west edge of downtown, progressing to the east.
Arterials on the South side 60D in the City of Spokane are continuing to progress at this time.
Residents are directed to stay off arterials an

Al nt er st at -eout8din several locations groundedamaged overpasses, and traffic control will
be provided by manned foway stops. Where overpasses are damaged, traffic from major arterials will
be directed to omamps to cross the freewairough temporary openings in the center median, and to the
opposite offr a mp . 0

nWel | . DOT has been busy for a change, o0 | said.
AfThese operations are being completed by the Ar

il coul ddéve nbeneyn opbrseenmmavtautrieoni, 6 | continued. Col c
my favorite sports. | was hushed by Karen, with, which the accompanying flash in her pretty green eyes,
was also typical.

AA reminder to | istener s arerépeatethatthebottom bf eackshowa. fThe o f
dusk to dawn curfew is still in effect, and will remain so until full mobilization of military police control

in urban areas is complete. Residents who have remained in their homes are directed to seek shelter i
major public buildings if they are in need of assistance. If directed by military authorities, residents may
be asked to |l eave their homes i f the home are d

Ailt is now eight ob6clock a.m. Thysois KXLY Spok
DEEP WINTER, Part Seventeen

For the next half hour, we finished breakfast and tried to get more news out of the local stations. All
stations were simulcasting the same announcer,
newsgathering waabout ten notches below what we were used to. We were also being fed what someone
wanted us to know, with little in the way of news from the West side of the state. For some reason, |
thought that this must be what Soviet radio must have been like.

TheCB radio was a mass of hysterics at the premise of martial law being imposed. Allegations and
rumors of men in black kicking down doors and seizing helpless victims were all over channel 19, and
gradually filled most of the frequencies. After about tenut@s of trying to find something coherent on

the little haneheld, | shut it off and disconnected it from the coax antenna. The radio was a small Cobra

SSB model, one of two |1 6d bought maybe six year
broadcast to a respectable distance. No where near as far as ham radios, but good for a couple of miles.
These days, Karen used it to page me when | was

The shortwave frequencies were weak in thgight. | was just using the stock antenna on the radio, and

it  was no0t-pedornaance. We dichhieag Wavering signals from the BBC, and a few words about
the disaster in Seatt | e -abdedfl cerbe tahse t shiegatanlbottdoendceed
of the hour.

AMarti al Law is now in effect in the States of
restored. The reason for declaring Martial Law is to effectively establish and preserve public order. In
| aymanos Howingmues now dpply uhtibfurther notice:



1) Dusk to dawn curfew will be strictly enforced. This means that you must remain on your own property
or in your own residence during those hours. If you are residing at a public shelter, you must remain
inside the shelter during those hours.

2) Looters will be severely dealt with immediately by military authorities. If you see looting activity, do
not take direct action, as you may be putting yourself in mortal danger. If you can identify the looters, or
record license plate numbers, do so and pass this information on to the appropriate authorities during
daylight hours.

3) Unauthorized persons found outside of the boundaries of their properties or designated public shelters
will be detained for possible mnisry tribunals if questions arise regarding reasons for violating curfew.

4) Detention centers for military detainees will be established on public property as required by demand.
Military tribunals will be held regarding the disposition of military de¢gs, again as determined by
demand. Rights of military detainees will be per the Constitution of the United States of America as
administered by the military authority and represented by military legal representation for all parties.

5) Additional detas and full explanation of the terms of Martial Law in the Pacific Northwest are
published and available at all public shelters.

Martial Law will be terminated in the Pacific Northwest, or in local regions, as civilian authority is re
established, includig civilian order, criminal courts systems, jails, and full compliments of civilian police
forces.

Conditions are expected to return to normal, with regards to civilian authority, access, and provision of
goods and services, within two weeks.

Thismessge wi | | be repeated at the bottom of each
| pondered the message for a moment. @ASo thatos
AYeah. |l wonder how they think that &édnor mal 6so
AStill want t o rhreiandg 0 rl haosnkee & htihse nbar t i nds.

AfYes. We need to get home, 0 Libby responded. Ha
tone of her voice when her mind is made up for good.

nCandt argue with you. | h atteemithat theirshouse wasaon bktiero w s
shape that ours was. There place was only a little over ten years old, and a much better built place than
their previous home. Theydd only moved in | ast
tmight be a | ong day driving home. 0

iYeah. Kids, |l etés pack up our stuff and get re
iAWedl I get the Jeep ready. Karen, would you min

~

iwWay ahead of you. o

~

AYou wusual l y ar ea&midweight flseeeiand headed dut tiraugh the tool room. Ron
was pulling his boots on, and would join me in a few minutes. Both dogs had to join me, of course.

Ron took the blue tarp off of the Jeep, shattering the heavy ice on the top and sidesldlipeon
wipers was beyond help though, and he left them to melt in the sun. | went up to my garden shed to get



some of the stored gas. | was thinking about bringing a wheelbarrow to haul a couple cans of gas, but
thought that the ice would be too mudragroblem both ways. | ended up lugging each-fjaon can

in two trips through the heavy ice and snow, and was really winded by the time we were done. The Jeep
was fully gassed now, and | put the Wwedldn@ver in

Karen, Libby and our kids met us as we finished up, arms laden with some blankets, a couple sleeping
bags,and alargesefti ded cool er wi t h -sizé insulated jog witmhdttea.n ol d g

AYou sure about tRons?0 | asked Libby and

AfYeah. We have to at | east try, o Libby responde
Anlf you candét get through, come on back, OK? We
floor for a while this morning, after we make a
AOkay, buedl bmbsesufenw. Everyone ready?0 Libby a
AfYeah, | etds just not make this an all day thin
ANo promi ses, 0 her father replied. ALetds take

The little Jeep fired right up, and Ron backed up slowly, crundhimgigh the heavy ice. In a few

moments he was up to the gate, with the rest of us trailing behind. Carl and | forced open the gate through
all of the ice, gradually getting it all the way open. We gave the Martins a wave as they turned down the
street. h a few minutes, they were out of sight.

AHow bout we make a I|little drive over to church
nOkay, Dad. We dondét have to get dressed up, do
ANo, babe we dondt. | Gniornirgg,uour evork cfothds ik bre gust ne. &o lscle r v i
up the dogs though in the woodshop and make sur
fed. An extra cup each wouldndot hurt them eithe
Expedi ti on. o

AYou really think theyo6ll have services?06 Karen
Ailtéd be nice. |l 6m sure a | ot of people other t
AYeah. You doing al/l right?o

iYeah, |l guess. I 61 1 be OK. Just a |ike everyon
Al 6l I grab our Bible. You sure you can get thro
AEventuall y. ltds a ten minute walk in good wea
before regular services, assuming anyoneds ther
nBe right back. o



| smackedthecie on the driversdé door | ock and handl e t
| had a keyless entry, and unlocked it with the key fob. After some careful pulling, | managed to open the
door, covered with a good hatfch of ice. | then shuhe door with some force, which broke most of the

ice off the door. | repeated that on each door after starting it up, hitting-ibe detton, and making sure
the wipers were o6off 6. |l was afraid t haseditidee wi
| backed up, turned it into the sun, and turned the defroster on max.

In about ten minutes, the back hatch had melted enough to have the sheet of ice fall off. The windshield
was melting slowly, and | had enough free glassto see througle@ st t o get over to
do it in traffic thoughteé

Karen and the kids piled into the SUV, which was quite warm by now. The dogs had been sequestered in
the woodshop, away from the stored food. With I

| drove p from the field to the house, and out the front gate. Carl hopped out and closed the gate behind
us as we pulled into the street. No car traffic visible south to the arterial, or in the neighborhood. We did
see a few people in working on their houses aslmve the few blocks to church.

The building was a mess. The original sanctuary
The new sanctuary was built in the 7006s, a soar
worshippers. Btween the two, a two story concrete block office and classroom wing had been built. It
had coll apsed completely, as had part of the gy
few of the neighbors came out to meet us as we pulled into our @rgtparking stall right off of the

street. No one else was there.

AfGood morning. You wouldndét be one of the staff
he came through an opening in the fence across the street.

ANo, sir, jousthi@pmpercsf. tHmherew you seen any of the
i No, | 6ve been keeping an eye on the place, wat
got stuff to do myself, and | candét watch it al
Al understand. Hass amyomien@?&e shown up thi

AA couple cars drove by sl ow, and then took off
Al édm Rick Drummond, by the way. Il 611 take a | oo
AYou betcha Danél Mil |l er. | attend over at St.
AThat might be quite a hike today. o0

Al 6l I say. I dm not about to try it with this hi
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I 61 1 be right back. 0

| 61 | head back inside if that 6 s OK
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AYes sir. | f you neejdugane, over ed sc anyp laaed dbrlescsk s || &
business cards, with our home address on the back.

AOh, thatds the Janowsky pl ace. Il grew up with
AioOh! We bought it after he passed on. o

AYoubve done a nice | ob nkdepeaprienngt si twouupl.d Hoies ppraorue
AThank you. Sometimes it feels I|Iike a real mo n e

t was on Friday. o

AHIit bad?0o

AfBad enough. I might be able to salvage it, but
AThat 6s tdaerbaget Igobeg, or Maggie wil!l be on my
ALi kewise. Watch that hill, now. o

AThanks, 06 Dandl said.

AYou guysod stay in the car. 1061l be right back,

| walked to the east, and lookedoteh e carnage of the classroom win

building this way, o6 | thought. I wal ked all the
completely inaccessible due to collapse of the covered entries, effectively sealmglding off. The
two fifteen passenger vans were untouched, sitt

appear to be any way into the building with out a tfack to come in and lift up the fallen roof sections.
| got back in the Ford.

AAnyt hing we can do?0 Karen asked.
ANot without heavy equi pment. No services today
completely sealed off. 0

iNow what ?0 Car l asked.

AfBack home. Salvage oper at i ovater bblientibnesysteri baock,up aad d w
goi ng. ltds not just for summer anymore. o

| backed out of the parking space, turned the car around, and headed home. It looked like this would be
another long day.

ADad, | ook at the sunme Mythdadskipped- ni ng bl ue. 0o Kel |

| slammed on the brakes and got out of the car, looking at the sun on what had been a brilliant blue sky.
Kelly was right. The sun was turning steel blue.

AAsh, 6 | said mostly to myself.



AAsh? From Rai ni er Goking@tane quizzcalld Kel | y wer e |

St . Hel ens bl

|l i ke 1980. Only en,
ack in Pullman by

St t
even. 't was pitch b
ASo that dpeqoihreg et?® Kaeply asked, getting upset.

Sure might. Letds get home. Webve a | ot of wor

ot

Deep Winter, Part Eighteen

My mind was racing. Earthquake. Bad winter storm. No power. No water. Now volcanic ash probably in
acouple of hours. This was shaping up to be some week.

AOK, first things first. Kel |y, I need you and
got to get those hens up to our hous e thatashstartd® a u l
coming down, wedbre not going to want to be out

the house and do some more quick salvage work, probably not more than an hour because we probably
dondt have much snmoarret st icnroemiinfg tdhoawn .asThhen wedr e ¢
setup so that when we get some c¢lean rain or sn

AOhkay, 0 Kelly answered, clearly wunimpressed wit
al so sunk himself down in the seat | ooking as i
ones.

ALi sten, guys. This isndt something to take you
stings your eyes, can damage your kiagd in general, is a really sh*tty way to spend your time. We do
NOT want to be outside in it. Clear?o

AYes sir,o0 the back seat responded.

nAfter you get done with that, wedll have to ha
hens. 0

i@, candt wait, o Karen said. She | oved the eggs
Al toll be fine. We just have to move I|ike there
néWhat if there is no tomorrow? There wasnodt on

day, whichimmediately sent us into hysterics.

iGood one, bud,o0o | said as we pulled back into
and | et him get back i n af t8erb ahcekd dt oc Itohsee do airtn,. tf
yourmar ching orders. Thereds two bales of straw i
boxes, and that should be about it.o

Everyone climbed out of the car and took off. | unlocked the storeroom, and let the dogs out. By the time
Karen and were geared up to get back in the house, the kids were well on the way to having the coop
cleared out. | had Carl get a roll of the welded wire fence from behind the barn and create a new chicken



yard, ziptied to the old steel tggosts that were leftoer f r om our | ast foray it
was growing more dim by the minute. We also seemed to have clouds moving in from the west and
northwest. The radio was useless for providing us any weather reports.

| had Karen getthe rollof bigldak gar bage bags from the garage as
bedroom window. | had to drop the ladder a couple of times on the driveway to break off some of the ice,
but felt confident that | could safely make it up, and down once, if | was justigpsfoiff up and

dropping it down to Karen.

| unrolled about half the remaining roll of plastic bags and stuffed them in the back pocket of my shell,
and headed up the ladder. Karen made a trip into the back porch door, and did some salvage work in the
kitchen while | raided the upstairs.

| managed to get all of Kellyds bedding, her te
bag, and zip tied it together. The second bag held the rest of the dresser, and two more bags cleared out
hercoset. With the | oss of the plaster ceiling, c

was starting to sift down through the lath, covering everything in a fine, grey powder. It also irritated the
lungs. | worked faster. | put my LED heaglit on. It was getting to be twilight outside before afternoon. |
figured | had a couple of hours, maybe three, if it came down here.

All of the bags from Kellyds room went out the
finished the coopand dragged the bags out to the barn. | then moved past the hole in the hallway that
once held the chimney, and looked down through the floor framing at Karen, working away.

AHIi , there!od | said in a deep voice, scaring he
AOH! 16l Il hatt miost €éorot

AnSorry, couldnét resist. You always said you wi
goes halfway to the | aundry. o

ADo you think the basement freezerbés OK?0

AMi ght be. 't | ooked | i ke andfirg floormot mto the/baserentl Ita p s e d
should be OK. God knows itdéds still cold enough
AYeah. The freezer in the garage is stildl rock
AGood. What do you need from up here?o0

ATowel s, all of popumy meei somal chleishgstaoaff

AYou got it.o

| got to work and made quick work of the bathroom, collecting all of thedidsstuff, towels, soaps,

razors and blades (Hooray! | can shave!) and my colaaststuff. It would be good to be able to see
clearlygain. |1 only wear glasses when | candot wear
glasses.

The bathroom window was still i ntact, and | di d



found the tank freezing, and a layéiiae in the bowl too. | shut the water off, and told Karen that | was
going to flush the tank, and that she should look out for any leaking water. It drained fine, with no
apparent | eaks downstairs. OThan kfasuceftothesisknal | f a
hoping to preserve any stored water in the piping. We might need it later.

| was about done here. |l made a trip into Kelly
another trip into our bedroom. Same grey dust over dviagit| decided to empty out our closets and
dressers too. | got all of Karendés sweaters and
AHoney, you better hurry. You wanted to get the
AYeah, |l knowoulrémedlr@wami.ng 6dut be down as soon
hens from Joe and Joan and get back as soon as
AOK. You be careful .o

Al dm good. | will be. 0

| heard the gate as they headed dthenstreet. | bagged up four more bags with the last of our clothes
and 6useful & shoes and things, and tossed them
summer bedding, and the two sets of winter flannels. The bedding that was on lleéobedhe quake

was cut by a large hunk of plaster, which buried itself in our new foam mattress. The last bag went out the
window, and | made one last trip to the bedroom. | grabbed the keys to three strong boxes that | had
around the place, which comad our silver coins. | stapled a piece of plastic over the broken window
after pulling the chain | adder back into the ro

|l c¢closed Kellyds curt ai-stapleddhe gditictcover, backingdowdthbevn b | i
ladder. The sky was full grey to the west, with the only clear light coming from the far southeast, over
Mica Peak. O6This could get bad,é | thought as |
itds nett af burckt right nowé. 6

| heard a motor. The Jeep was back. O06They didnbod
and went to see Libby and Ron. I was surprised
northwest. He was drivingis Modern Electric Company Cherokee.

AHey, neighbor, how ya doinéo | <called out.
AWwel | |, | 6ve had better days, 0 Dan yelled back.
AiYeah, how about you?o

AiWe dondét know where Moll ybés at . ShsatthedsusesQr,ayi n
at the wreckage of the house. Her card6s gone to
someplace, and didnoét tell her Mom about i1t. o
Mol ly was Danés (wild and uncontroll daible) stepd

AHope she turns up OK. O

AiMe too. Sandybés pretty upset. o



Al o6l I bet . How badds the system?0 | asked, chan

APretty bad. |t 61 | be weeks before we can think
where we should b o wer 6 s at | east that bad. o

AThe t&MOWkclanwdt be hel ping that. o

That s the | eas
apacity, weodod b

ot

the probl ems. Most of the

t of
|l eed to death before we got pre

O

AWhat 6s Agviashtoau ts agydosniedy Washingsoh \Water Powdemwas our homes natural

gas supplier, as well as the major playemagedbh
themselves duringthedotom r evol uti on, al a HRvistapeitherr Hadndét wo.
ALIi ke they answer us when we call them. Honest/
crews too deep for too |l ong after the reorganiz

shAt right nosw.i sThearheakad,arftream what Chet tol d
of our little water and power company, and a guy who knew his stuff. His daughter Kristi and | were in
grade school together, forever ago now.

AYour house tookf at the tb & droaomon%e Ipaadk ed.

AiYeah, all of them. We were repainting at the t
web6d be dead for sure.o

AAre you staying there?o

nYeah, sorta. Weodre in the tratveantwat éer,wadde
Beats the crap outta a shelter The el ementary

iYeah, Il figured. o

il better run. Take care, and |l et me know if th
AYouottalke care. We had some | ooters |l ast night.
ANo sh*t ?erMhda20 happ

AiThat snowbank, A | said, pointing over Dands s
AnGood for you. F***ing bastards. Take care. o

| waved as Dan went back down the street. Karen and the kids were coming back, and Karen waved a hel
atDanashepassed. Bacof t hem had a hen b ydownuptbe sfreetéotthe c ar
house. | wish | had a picture of it.

ALooks | i ke something out of the Depression her

AnFeel s | i ke it t oo. Chicken on the hoof. o Karen



Afdbne enough. I could spend a | ot of time up the

| walked Karen and the kids back to the barn, hauling two more bags of stuff back with me. | finally got

all the bags in the store room, and my three chigk@mglers had made two more trips, so we ended up

with seventeen hens and one rooster, all Rhode Island Reds. They soon found there homes up on the
roost, and | popped open the old barrel of cracked corn, and | scooped up a bunch watif mitujug,

just |l i ke the old days. Karen had water on for t

AfiDad, do we have to keep working on stuff?0 Kel

AYou can take a break f or faauncan|tieough,Istartcgaing thebagh theh e
bags and collect your stuff. Karen, would you mind keeping thetnans k ? 0

Ailtéds what | Iive for, o0 she smiled. AWhat kind
AEasy. Earl Grey, same as al ways. o

AYou got it. 16l1.@all you in when itdéds done
AThaoHny-dear . o0 | responded. Time for the water s

With the loss of access to the house, and potentially all of the water trapped in the house pipes, we neede
to find a source of water for washing, drinking, and cooking. While the housguitald in relative

terms of the city, it was settled with the promise of domestic water for drinking and farming without the
need for a private water well.

| 6d shut off the water to the barn i msebibifeml| at e
freezing and breaking. | also used compressed air to blow out the pipes. This meant now, that there was
no water stored in the barn piping, and the shut off valve to the barn was in the house basement, and not
accessible. | already knewthhté bi g 100 transsite water | ine ne
pressure, either due to the loss of power or due to breaks somewhere in the lines or the loss-of the half
million gallon water tank about a mile from us.

Our O6summer 6 wtm te helpoutih theegartlen consistedyosgutters on the barn, that
drained into two settling barrels. Cleaner water overflowed into a series of other barrels, until they
reached the final barrel, which was connected to a-head simple drip irrigatiosystem, feeding the

5000 square foot vegetable garden with leaky pipe. This simple set up had saved us more than half of our
water bill. Now, it might help keep us in drinking water, wash water, and cooking water. With the

prospect of warmer weathercomiegr e nt ual |y, wedd see some snowme
of rain from a chinook. Thatod fill the barrels
connected the downspout back to the first barrel. | always disconnected itail #feef watering in the

garden tapered off, then drained the system.

| decided to leave the system in place, and add a sand filter. | used the second barrel to construct the sanc
filter, because most of the crud seemed to settle in the first baret).Using a cordless drill from the
woodshop, | popped a hole in the o6frontd bottom
solution, and did most of the construction worKk
sky was continuing to darken.



Karen brought me my tea, she knew | was too busy to come and get it. | rewarded her with a kiss and a
wink.

Over the hole, | placed a small sheet of filter fabric that we used for keeping weeds down, and then about
4 inchesof (sort of) clean gravel. Next, | added a layer of activated charcoal from the kids old aquarium

setup. (Turned out later from my readingof water or age and f il ter FAQO0s th
than | had available, but this was all | had to worthyviOn top of the charcoal, | added clean builders
sand from the barn. The sand was bagged up for winteweed ght f or my | ittl e 66

now awaiting a new engine, under all that snow and ice. Six bags was more than enough.

The setup wailintended to work this way: Water from the gutters would flow into the first barrel, and the
really cruddy stuff would settle out. From the overflow at the top of the barrel, the water would flow into
the sand filter. As the water exited the sand fikeg 6 d pi pe It to a storage b
us cleaner water than straightyof f f or washing, showering, and c
then get drinking water too. All of the barrels had their covers in place, and coveredblithtarp, held

down by rocks.

Once the sand filter setup was done, all we could do is wait for rain. Without ash, that is. | disconnected
the inlet, and waited for the ash to either come down on us or blow over.

| started back inside when | hearéth gat e open again. 60K, whobs cor
Ronés Jeep appeared from around the house. O6éDam
|l met them at the gate to the field. #AJust coul
AYes, i1itds the hedpi antityg. dAadfoh. o Libby said
back Theyodore telling everyone to stay inside.
AYeah. You remember 680 in Pullman, dondét you??od
nYep But | dondét think youdldli dgdtastthd ilmestd keg
ANo, and | dono6t think | could drink that much
girls around here. Make yourself at home. 0

AWe awand thanks again. o

| was soon joined by the dogs as | retrieved the last dditherps from the garage, and headed back to
cover over the Expedition. 106d spent hours <cl ea
desire to do so again.

Once that was done, everyone came outside for a few minutes. Karen wantedfeawgéirags out of the
garage, and everyone el se came to hear about th
up from the south.

AAbout dang time, o0 | said.
iAWhat, Dad?0 Kelly asked.
AYouol | see. Just wai t a minuteé. Now, |l ook . O



The hbg red and white truck was creeping up the street. The firemen had managed to free their truck from

the masonry tomb of the fire station. | knew several of the firemen, after they responded to my late

Mot her 6s home duri ng s e espectadltheindedicationsby bugno the whelen c i e
station pizza on more than a few occasions, and the occasional steak, baked potato and-fraghesorn

cob dinner in the summer. I n the seven years si

were good guys who took good care of our neighborhood.

Two firemen were doing a slow patrol in the oversized paramedic truck, covered with scratches and
sporting a cracked windshield, followed by one
cruisers Each street was to be visited by this little parade sooner or later, | assumed.

ANice to see you guys arenbd6t sitting around eat
out of a brick pile, o0 | saiadl tparMimeldi TehndgidHo w w
t hat OProbeyd boy in there?bod

Probationary fireman-rlaehwios answered back. HAHoo

From the corner of my eye, | noticed the driver of the Crown Vic getting out of the car and start walking
toward our conversation.eH wasnoét familiar to me, and was wea
flat bill. Balding, over fifty, fat, looked as if he drove a desk for a living. foa-six, maybe, trying to

look more tall than round. Not succeeding. | knew the type.

AWelsjt came up to see if youbd spare us a few st
girl 6s seen better days. o0 He said, | ooking over
AnYeah, but we were |l ucky. Not hing maj orace just <c
t hough, o6 | said, waving over at the Longb6s hous
ANO survivors?o

ANope. Probably one victim, Mr s . Long. The pl ac
second floor window. 0

AHope she went quick. O

Mr. FEMA joined us, | glanced his wan nodded.

AYeah. Me too. 0O

AHowés the rest of the neighborhood. Looks qui e
ANot too many home. A | ot of out of town trips
AWhat kind of business is thuty, 0 Mr. FEMA said
AnAnd you would beé. .0 | responded.

AFEMA officer in charge Donald Brummer. I 6m in



i Mr . Dr ummond. 0O

AYour first name would be what t hen?9d

ot

My friends call me by my first name. You haven

ANow yowmi kteten)] dm in charge here and you wil/
in charge. 0

AUnder which, unlempal domdcomwsdiichut Gomnaloty FEMA
civilian authority operating under a military commandader Martial Law. So, unless you have a

military rank, and are proven by the military command to be in charge, you are just a desk pilot wearing a
toot hin jacket on a cold day. o

| had, in fact, no idea if this was true or not, but it sure was furhvmagc¢his guy get all red in the face.
He decided to take on a different tack, and smiled. Or maybe sneered.

AYou apparently have not heard the official FEM
instructions direct you to report to an emergenajftehfor disposition immediately. You WILL
comply. o0 He sounded |Ii ke a used car sal esman.
AKinda | i ke OResistance is Futile. You wil/| Be

lost on this guy. My friends in the fire truck were chuckling loud, however.

AYou must comply. You must report to the el emen
undamaged area, 06 He glanced down at my sidear m,
Both Nick and Lewis were shaking théeads and looking sideways at this alleged FEMA authority.
Time for the gl ovesditsopocsoende ooff fh.e rfieWetdhraen kwse. | ol

AThis is not a request. This is an order. And vy
sixty-fiveyearod 1911 on my hkagedleathermolsitet. 6 s equal |l y

AAnd you can kiss my ass. |l 6m not about to | eav
it. Just a little. I guarantee t hat teltabomtitfAfter st m
fighting off the looters last night, no one here is about to give up and leave just because sorudf sawed
alphabetsoupc o at wearing Napoleon wants us to. A

AYou are in violation of Marti al Law. 0

| had him and | knew it.

i B u It, IMstar Brummer. |, unlike you, listened wefdr-word to the broadcast defining the terms of
Martial Law under the current conditions, and you have lost all credibility with me and everyone listening
to this conversation by adding and expandingyommdend s and hi ding under t he

was having a ball. This was al most too easy. I
AAnd by the way? You have at | east three dceer r
ot her ends of those weapons both know how to us
you. I touch the bil!l of my <cap, itéds over . You



homes last night in FEMA coats, and with a truckwitF EMA pai nted on it, did

Mr . FEMA obviously hadndot. ANo, sir, |l did not.
for those targeting him. There wasndét anyone th

i We | In you c¢amh aollect their bodies on the way out, and see what a 30.06 can do to the human skull.

Theyore over in that snowbank, behind your car.
words carefully. Ma ke a sa dtdleins moa/cki, 0o a;m dl i s HEwWa!
0ltdéds been open since you stopped your <car. I h

channel. Now be a good boy, get back in your car very slowly, and get the hell off of my street, and out of
thiscityWe 6 r e not a bunch of -stétetomoemestakecare df usnVge dd fimeont h

our own, thank you. I wi || make sure that word
FRS and Ham radio in about ten seconds. Now get lostwamna take care of someone? Go to the
O0blued part of the state. Theyoll appreciate yo

in the words of Charlie Daniels, laying it on thicker and heavier as | went along.

AYou willodelaradtribpar ilti es i mmedi ately. o
AfGood. |l mi ght buy O6em a steak and a baked pota
at it.o

| looked at the firemen. They were smiling broadly and chuckling out loud.

FEMA guy backed all the way backlioi s car, got in the driversod se:;
called for assistance immediately against a belligerent armed individual.

AMust be talking about me, 0 | told Nick and Lew
Karen, Ron ad Libby. | knew | would catch hell for this later, but | was confident in my position.

iJesus, Rick. You got big brass ones. Heds been
ANot on my street.o | replied. tIi didnoét ask the
|l didndét have |l ong to wait for things to get bu

street next to the fire truck. | was certain that this would end well for me, badly for the FEMA guy.
Fortunately, | knew more about my situatithan he did.

As | hoped, the headlights gave way to the green and white cruiser of Sheriff Mike Amberson. The car
crept up the icy road, four studdedow tires making good headway. Mike was followed by adull
Humvee, including mounted machine gun.

AWhat seems to be the problem here, Mr. Brummer

more Police Interceptors showed up behind me from the east at a respectful distance. | heard the deputies
get out of their cars, probably putting thedrs between themselves and me. Probably with weapons

drawn.

AThis man is in violation of Marti al Law andée.

AnThat s 0, Ri ck?0o



ANo sir, Mi k e. I know what the Marti al Law orde

doesnd6t. And howodés your | ovely wife? Everyone OtF
ago. |l remembered the wedding well, Mi ke, howeyv
wondered if Ashleydd forgiven him yet.

NnSheds gsedtue No.Juby. Made it through the shak
nCongrats. She ever forgive you for that bachel
AWel | |, |l etds just say that each anniversary 1is

FEMA guy was livid.

ASheri ff, I demand that youé. o

ALIi sten up, Brummer . |l 6ve been getting static f
complaining about a little, pushy,#;@t ar s h*t head who has del usi ons
YOU, would it? Do us a favor and get backinyourcabef or e | do somet hing | ¢
kick your ass. You are ordered to report to com
going home. Today. o Mi ke was also suffering fro
hisar, wunable to | eave because of the Humvee beh
ifGl ad you donét take that attitude when youodre
budget. Theydédd can your ass for that.o | said t
AnActuallt yeynwoul dndét. Theyore the ones who aske
Whyoéd he call i n, anyway? Made it sound |ike yo
il stood up to him. He didndét appreciate it.o
Al o6l I bet, A t ho#fthewmoecnuisefs and tha Hudhyee. Whe allvtookoff to the south,
back toward the fire station. fiHeb6s from Califo
nwell, that explains some of it. I 0O6ve got some

AWhat hapdéened? B

| explained the events of the previous night to him, sparing no detail. He considered all | told him
carefully and thoughtfully before he spoke. Ron, Carl, John and our wives had joined us in the street by
now, and the girls were in the yard with thags.

ATony Johnson was killed by these guys |l ast nig
Spokane County Deputy. And a father of three.

AOh my God. o

AYeah. You did me a favor by finding them first

=]

Thenmmointyds Model 700 we recovered. o



AYeah. They | eft his sidearm. Shot him in the b

| took Mike over to the snowpile, and pointed.
Al o6l I get our evidence crew here reightwaapgnahnad
ifiYeah. We wore gloves, and stored them so they
ANo, wedll come get t hem. No need to muddy t hem

had reports of these guys last nigkilled eleven people, not including Tony. He was at Sportsmans
Warehouse when they got him. Wounded Jefferies,

ASh*t .o

A few minutes | ater, Mikebds detect i vletsgteeminwe d u
Ti mds house, where they recovered the truck key
plastic gloves on, in addition to a plastic bag on the drivers seat of the Dodge, and-stylgichioe

covers, anddrovetheBoge off for processing. Theyo6d nor mal

bother with formalities. They collected several rounds each from our weapons, and our spent brass, but le
us keep our guns.

We turned over Tony 0 s heNootdreweapdn8.Mikatald usite keepthes al |
ammunition if we could use it. They had plenty of evidence and the ammo might come in handy. | then
wondered if he knew something that he coul dnot

Mike and | shared a look at the darkening sky as wkeglahway from the rest.

AThis is going to hit wus. Hard, o0 he said. AYou
inReady? No more so than | was Friday. | think w
ABot h. But NOAA says itos goi rdogwn firg, snow tonight bno &all o f
day tomorrow. 0O

nGreat. 0

Ailédm serious, Rick. I f you have any doubts abou
there now and get to shelter. o

nMi ke, |l 6m probably bett doodfer gighifq pwehde. Aldngwhilet he s h
Water wil |l b an issue I f the ash is heavy, tho
ATwo 1 nches, conservatively. o0

APl us snow. I read once that houses can coll aps
AThanks. It hatd.n 61t 6 Ihle alrelt my guys know. Thanks a
Tonyods wife | ast night. o



Al dm sorry. He was a good man. o
AfYeah. Take care and watch your ass. 0
AYou too. o

The bodies were photographed and unceremoniously dumped in badghbagut in the back of a GMC
truck.

Before each officer left, they made it a point to come over and thank us. It was obvious that some of them
were holding back tears of rage.

Deep Winter, Part Nineteen
We all walked back to the barn in the growth@ r k ne s s . It was now al most

of a midDecember late afternoon. | thought ash would be falling within an hour, certainly no more than
that.

ALetds go have some lunch, 0 Karenl omfeued.i fid $ |
now. O

ACan | do it Mom?0 Kelly asked.

AYep. But remember to clean out the ashes from
AOK. Then what do I do with the ashes?0

APut them in the chickengydrd.t Gdmon.edl. ®l | show
AK, 0 Kelly and Marie took off through the garde
the barn the |l ong way, &éround the garden. Befor
as well a s R tactér.sThedagheifpt camna downt dhy,ewas death on air filters, and killed

many, many engines in the St. Hel ends eruption.
and the current one on the list was just waiting for me to tear intd theé\parts were up in the garage. |

just needed to get the Ranchero up there, pull the engine, disassemble it and send it out for machining.
Everything else | could handle.

AfAre you going to get an out house tipside. Carldtgreetofh e r
the Aladdinbés, which provided a beautiful soft
windows, but it was pretty gloomy in there, regardless. John and Carl were going to play some cards.

AThat WAS tlldben mloan subbet wedll get it done. Depen
coming down on us. 0

AnwWhat do you have to build one?0 Ron asked.

il 6ve got a bunch of plywood and OSB, a coupl e
fours, hig e s most everything. o

nGot a cordless saw?bo0



i No, I 61 | have to eithéwhusé wbedgehandtertbe 6
DeWalt, now that | think about it. | think it draws something like 15 amps, which is about the max load
ont he inverter. o Tthei PeWadbnt wast ar w®rsnaw t hat |
did the barn. Forty bucks for a twaundred dollar saw was an unbelievably good deal. Sure dimmed the
lights in the barn when I fired it up though.

i O K@ we should be able to whack out most of an outhouse in an hour or so. What else do we need to
do?0 Ron asked as Libby and Karen started on | u
AnPower. WeOre going to need to get something ri
apd i ances. Eventually, webre going to need to r
AYou stil!/ have that Generac?0 Ron asked, refer
inYeah, itds over there in the corner, wunder tha
iISeems | i ke overkill, we dondét really need that
AYeah, and HdrboweghtgemePB®or | ast fall at auctio
AYou seem to have a thing about redundancy, Ri ¢
AMi ght as wel |l be my middle name. o

AHow bi gbs rtahteordé?bdi gé gene

Ailtés a Winco. Ol der meitkedwerusteenthobsand avattcating atb4dc t o r
RPM. Single phase. 0

AHoly smokes, thatdéd run the whole neighborhood
nYeah, right now it would. I10Khawe ndoot kfniorwe d& hiatt u
and PTO shaft fit the Ford, so it could be as simple asatdgp | ay . 0

ARIi ght . Like anythingbs that easy. o0

AiHey, now, | et me have my fantasies, all/l right?

AnSure. 0

AYou guys want soup or child@ for lunch?59d

fi S odudp you have some ofthathomea de t omat o soup?0 Ron asked.
AfYeah. Rick found me a whole case that didnoét b
iCé mon. Be honest. I found a whole case that vyo
nYep. | was savahgotbemi bor dahapéd be O6Today. 60



AThat 6s better. Letds go get washed up and you
Eastern Spokane. 0

AWhat 6d the generator run you?0 Rick asked.

AA hundred and fifty b ueoeascostAew.dnibk the cutrdmtimodel oiotHe wh
Winco is about two grand, without the trailer o
AMan! Why so cheap?o

ATwo flat tires on iIitdéds trailer, the PTO shaft

dirty and ha some concrete splash on the case. My buddy Eric worked for the company that was being
partedout, and he said it ran fine the last time he used it. | bought the PTO shaft with a couple of brush
hogs and sold them off in a private sale while | was siillad Reinlands. | only wanted the shaft. Ended

up getting it for free. The other guys wanted t

fJeez. Smokind deal . o

alt  wil|l be, as Il ong as the gener at olforgdtamEtn 6t t
the little homebuilt. o

AHome built what?o

Awell, a kind of a generator. A little-wuy, o I
battery and can run a good sized invertere. .o

Our electrical loads consisted ofama | | bl ack and white TV which we

t he charger s f eheld @Bhaesmadll BaBdryschatgér,ea srhall fndde and my old Power
Book, and hopefully soon my iMac, if it made it through the quake and | couidaye of the basement.

| f we salvaged some bigger appliances from the
me because the most current emergency preparat:.
A. T. Ha g a n vaionfwarlg ahd qiherensugnerable resources were stored on it. All of my
business files were on the Mac, too. The old PowerMac 8500 that was relegated to the shop had some of
the information, but the backup Gdbassmeathndxttbthee mo
iMac. Hopefully, intact and not buried. | already knew that the hardcopy of this information was probably
ruined in the basement, and the second hardcopy was probably buried at my office, miles away.

Ever since buying the placei 686, | al ways seemed to have need
year s, I strung extension cords to my project a
garage, | had a twengmp circuit run from the garage to the barn. Of coursehere near enough

capacity for what | ended up needing when | converted the horse and cattle stalls to wood shop and store
room. The barn only had one circuit from the ga
transfertype switch tihough surfacenount conduits to my power tools. Basically, the lights and three
convenience outlets ran off of Omainsd power, e

r current circumstances, we -hdsedGenérac need

Given ou
|l y used occasionally in édnormal é ti mes. I

wa s on



that 1 f | had to use i1t full time with the stor
stored motor oil and a coupdé spare plugs too, but | hoped not to have to use it much.

The second option was the Ilittle battery invert
for charging stuff and a small appliance, but at the cost of running the big 2Z@ister.

Before | bought the Generac, Ihad alitttehema d e gener ator /i nverter set.!
plan on the internet wekite The Epicenter.com. This used a (tired) 5hp Briggs and Stratton engine with a
pulley that drove a GM modelealtr nat or , charging battery, and a /4
couple of years, but this seemed to make the mo
Troy-Bilt motor, a 15 gallon fuel tank from an Austin Healey Sprite, anelectric start switch from an

old Ford Falcon. All it should need to run, | thought, was an oil change, a cleaned spark plug, and fresh
fuel. With luck, of course. Four thousand watts
like the otherpt i ons. It did burn some oil though, whic
the first place.

The o6final 6 alternative would be the big PTO dr
October. The problem with that, wasthat had no i dea i f it worked or |
that, however ééShe already kidded me plenty abo
lot of sense to run the 8N with a 15000 watt generator for a bunch of little stuff.

So,the little home made option seemed to make the most sense right now.

The question | asked myself now was, OWhere did
AAfter |l unch, | 6m going |l ooking for the little
Once the stuffds gathered up, |l should have A g
is still up in the air.

AiSounds good. 0

ANow, tell me about your morningé. o

Deep Winter, Part 20

Ron enlightened us oWel¢fttherd and heaoded south tg Missibry, thentou r e .
Broadway. Mission was blocked a couple streets over by a power pole, all the way across the street. We
made it to Argonne, OK, and then had to zig zag through neighborhood streets and in a couple places,
font yards to get through. o

The new Starbucks building at Argonne had burned, looked like it had been looted. We had to head north
from ther e, up past a gas station. The Guard ha
pump power and theastt i on operatorsd were selling gas. We
asked how much the gas was: They said that it was the same as Friday. All prices west of the Rockies anc
north of Ashland, Oregon had been frozen to the highest pribe six month average. All prices. For
everything. o

Alnteresting way to do it, not all that wunexpec



iAYeah, | suppose. Anyway, from there, weridjegeaded
looked OK to us. We headed west again, over by the Albertsons. Same story there, National Guard troops

in place, |l etting small groups in to buy items.
limited to 1 cart per family. Only one faljpmember was allowed in. There was a helluva line getting in,

|l 611 tell you.o0 Ron said quietly.

AHow |l ong did it take to get over there?0 | ask

AAbout an hour. o
AFor a five minute drive.o
AfYeah. Anyway, we dr ove we sitedanorosing thartev soneplace,o m t

but never got the chance. We got turned back at the Fairgrounds. All traffic was being directed to the
south. Both lanes of Broadway were going right into the parking lot. They were apparently forcing people

outofthe r cars and into the shelter. | took one 1| o
that. One tried to chase me down, but | took off southeast through the old gravel pit, around that electrical
warehouse east of the stadium and thealdead r ack, and we were gone. o0

ADid they say why they were forcing you to the

ANot at the Fairgrounds, we didndot give them a
Guardsmen were telling us to get to a shelter, ash was comingantl exgec wi t hi n t he hou
AYeah. Looks | i ke May 18, 1980 out there, o | sa
AYou boys ready for |l unch?o

AYou bet! o Ron answered.

AYou got the kids fed already?0 | asked Karen.
AYep. They got the Martinés packed |l unch, and s
AAnytohni ntghe radio?06 | asked.

AfiYeah, same old stuff. They said webéd be having

was even listening.

ALetés find out,o | said, taking a bite of <corn
Kellyreachedoveand t urned the O6bigdb radio on, and it c
néé..canic ash is expected in the Spokane regio

locations should seek shelter immediately. Ashfall can be hazardous to the health of thcese texihes
fine dust, and can cause letegm illnesses. If you are forced to be exposed to the ash, ensure that your
mouth and nose remain covered by adequate means

AWell , at | east t hreegsdwiet h ep | facmal eMrv o iMoe,06 oRo n



AWhat, being discriminatory? Thatds probably th
AHush! You two, 0 Libby said, AThey might actual
ADondét hold yoor phmeanhénfSedr vy, Romn and | both |

AnAer i al relief efforts to the Seattle region co
Everett were cleared of ash. Boeing Field and Sea Tac remain closed, and are buried under up to two feet
of coare and fine ash. Aerial overflights by military helicopters report that the extent of the mudflows

that devastated the south Seattle metropolitan region appear to have traveled down the White, Puyallup
and Carbon Rivers through Auburn, Buckley, Orting, BdRrairie, Sumner, and Puyallup, and on into
Tacoma as well as reaching as far north as the Renton area into the southern end of Lake Washington. A
further mudflow to the west devastated Ashford along the Nisqually River, but fell short of reaching the
Nisqually Basin. The mudflow is estimated to be in excessochonen dr ed f eet t hi ck. o

AThe mudfl ows appear to have reached a depth of
freeways, businesses, dams and rivers away. The initial mudflowstarated to have begun on Mt.

Rainier at a speed of over shandred miles per hour, eventually decreasing to approximately forty miles
per hour before reaching the Sound and Lake Was

AWarning systems set up i nrtiapoparatiomal, brideeserah ppear t
communities report that they did receive warnings and were able to evacuate before power failed.
Bouldersthe sizeofmini ans have reportedly been carried as

AfDamage i n t fareafrBnethet8t4 magnithte tartltuake include landslides, bridge
collapses, massive damage to unreinforced masonry structures, and major damage to virtually all
buildings in the Seattle, Tacoma region. The damage is especially severe in areas bitdt e0iks)
similar to the 1989 San Francisco earthquake. Many of the low valley areas and reclaimed wetlands
appear to have been especially Hlard t . 0

fiCasualties in the Seattle Tacoma regionteannot
Department of Emergency Management report that it is possible that up-thdfigand deaths may have
occurred in the areas affected by the earthqguak

ANumerous casual ti es haduetoduffoeation in thepashfatl, eaborby aut h
monoxi de poisoning, and due to crush injuriese.

AFrom t he Nati onal We at her Service, vol canic as
Connell, Othello, Pullman, andinthe-Qii t i es é. 0

OTherydperting this |ike theydre going to cl ose
Nféexpected wi t hfivenminates inhthe Chene$pokane®oretuyr d 6 Al ene ar e:
weather service is reporting a significant chance of snow, with acctiomslén excess of twelve inches
expected. Cold temperatures area expected to continue, with lows in the teens and highs in the twenties
throughout the week. o

ifRepeating our broadcast from the top of the ho



AYou know, youb6d tihgmknedawse rgoiwog | dn bteo eknewep 06 n e
Libby said

AfYeah, but how many reporters do they have that
got some stuff to do outside before it gets her
AnOK. O6whaftirst?0 Ron asked. fADo we need the boys”
ANoéon second thought, vyes. Carl, grab some of
twofivegal | on buckets in the corner. I 61 1 neé¢d you
store room door . Weight i1t down with some snow
peel it back with the ash on it, and keep some
AK, anything else?0 Carl asked.

AYeah. Close up t he donake afewruns dvertothd shedkhatithe tertt teailers T
are in, and get as much wood as you can. We onl
cedar. Weol | need some of that tamar acktha@id f i r
the ash and the snow. Hereds a flashlight. Donbo
nALl I right éo Carl answered, plainly unimpressed
6Yes, just stay inside nice and warm and play T

After | grabbed a few tools and fasteners, we put our boots back on and grabbed our gloves. The dogs
followed us outside and took off into the dark. | had Ron open up the big wooden doors that enclosed the
Packard, our toilet, and my leftover plywood and-twostak. Ron pulled out the two sawhorses,

plopped a sheet of threpiarter inch sheet of shop plywood down, and a fewlyours, and started
measuring things up. | went on a hunt for the little generator. Even with adding gas and oil, it would
probably be &ster than digging the big generator out of the store doibnvas pretty well buried right

now.

| ended up finding it in the shed that held the tillers and mowers, under a piece of the old convertible top
of f of our 069 Gal a xrtsefoil and orge ofdhle tive ghlloa carts of gas that ondyf
held a gallon or t wo, and stacked them up on top of the tank. The generator was mounted on four small
lawnrmower wheel s on a fl at hunk of plywoadd and I
handtruck. After ten minutes of pulling the thing back to the barn. It was dusty, but | was hopeful that
with fresh gas and oil, wedd be able to fire it
button. It was five minutes to three.

AWherebs that Dewalt ? ob\yRoxn alslk edut Awidtvlke tglod H are
seat, the door and the roof panel . 0

AfDondét forget the 6dmoond symbol é. 0

NfReal funny. o

iSawbés in the wood cabindesnetathhehketityohgtHtdes
saber sawbs in there too, probably behind the s

Got it. o

=]



AExtension c@aldlbeni muechet Tfnext to the sl eeping

1)

Right. o

Now | had to get Ron some power. After gassing up the tadded thirtyweight oil to the crankcase,
retrieved the small battery from the barn that normally sat under the hood of the Honda tractor, and tried
the key. Nothing. Ron and | fiddled with it for a few minutes, and found that the wire from the ignition
key to the solenoid had broken off. Once 106d st
with my Leatherman, the little fiveorse engine turned over, sputtered, and died. Twice.

Finally, we got it going with a large cloud of smoke, mually decreasing to a slightly less toxic
guantity. We plugged the heavy extension cord into the inverter, and we were ready to go.

Ron cut the plywood panels for the door and roof panels, and shut off the saw. All that work getting the
generator goindpr five minutes of cutting. | shut off the generator and moved it to the west wall of the
barn, inside the big barn doors. It was pretty
not much would get near the air cleaner. | raidegtleeof junk that was destined to go to the dump in

the spring, and found the old shop vac hose with a metal pipe on the end, and with the help of a pipe
wrench from the shop, | unscrewed the-tgre muffler and pushed the metal pipe over the top of the
muffler outlet. Next | grabbed a scrawpe hose clamp, and tightened the vacuum hose over the top of the
outlet pipe. | fed the hose out through the dilapidated wood door on the west end of the barn. That
6shoul dd prevent t oo mding bp incthe banolnhwasradempaoxarydtheg f r o m
anyway, | hoped.

| took the extension cord and ran it into the b
chargers and an old battery charger, loaded them up and headed back out. Aftergds¢ generator, |
plugged all of them into the power strip on the side of the contraption, and went back out to help Ron.

In about twenty minutes, we had the outhouse pretty well put together. | knew | had a seat somewhere in
the barn, but that codiwait. We still had to dig a hole and move the big box over our hole, and get the
final touches madeéli ke some sanding. | coul d a
slivers. Ron and |1 tilted ouradediesie. twarded tocheakther p o
generator. | wanted run the it for a half hour or so, and then let the chargers run off of the battery. If, we
had enough time.

ADad, is that enough wood?0 Carl as kedhichsowandi n
surrounded the porpotti.

AProbably good for now. Now run up to the garag
the Mustang. Wedre going to need it.o
APainting?o

ANo. Four packs of dust measwkol caandi ¢ weos hr etsepfi arae .o
nOh yeah. Co6émon, John. o

The boys were on their way back as | finished up with moving the running generator under the cover of
the overhang and the partially closed doors. | was thinking about how lucky we were to have such good



kids when [ felt something on my cheek.
AC&dtlurn on that flashlight. o

ASwel | . l't6s here. o | checked my watch. It was
like light snow.

AHustl e up. ltds ash. Dondét breathe it i f you c

The boys hurried back, Carl carrying the box and trying to shield his mouth and nose in his shoulder, John
covering his mouth and nose with his hands.

Al nside. Quick. o

We all stepped insideéand everyone took a breat
AfYeahc,anvesee. Youbre grey.o

AThanks, i1itdéds my new winter wardrobe. Maybe spr
ADad, should we be scared?0 Kelly asked. Marie
AYou mean, more than normal ? No. Wedl | be OK as

ABut they saidéodo Marie started.

AHoney, wedve been through something I|ike this

older than you are now. It was in the spring, and it was dry outside, so the dust was pretty bad until the

rains came. The, it was |i ke shoveling wet <chal k. Hones
AYeah, Marie, 0 Ron added, fAYoubll be able to sc
Not everyday we get ash three hundred miles from a volcano. Now, areyou &llrighh er e 6s r e a
nothing to worry about. o Ron said. ONothing to

AYeah, | guess. 0

AOK then. Letds find you something to do. o

AnThat shoul dnot be hard. 0 Karen sai d.

il agree. I was thidowmgtalkeogenaraaprafAaythisly
nYeah. The said the ash is here. o

ABlinding flash of the obvious, o0 | said. AWhat
i No, | 6m sure that they reported that earlieréo

iltebs see i f the TV6s up and running yet, o Libby
't hummed as it wa r-aaks,ds shelqoked fara stationgKRBM cametindfisallyD



very fuzzy at first, eventually getting a litidearer.

| recognized the Smith Tower in the picture, once the tallest building in Seattle, now dwarfed by many
taller but less distinctive buildings. The images showed everything covered in heavy ash, the wreckage of

the Alaska Way Viaduct smotheredend t he grey bl anket. A ferry on
ALook at Safecoé.oCarl asked us.

The home of the Mariner s, with 1ités enormously
for the roof twisted, and the massive trusses collapsecbont he fi el d and seat s.
Martinezo6s | ast game there, fourteen rows back
AAnd Seahawkoés stadium. o | said. Part of the ro

helicopter panned back towards downtown. It lookkel they had blue skies in Seattle, and the sun was
brightly reflecting off of the grey ash. Most of the buildings had suffered major damage, with some losing
all of their glass skins, including the huge Bank of America tower. The top of the Washingtai Mutu
tower, with itodéos peaked roof and nice styling,
next door. The camera panned off to the west no
there with my brother and his wife two montlyoa

ALi bby, where does your sister |live?bo0
AnRedmond/ Fall City Road. Just off of it in one
The feed switched to another aerial shot from somewhere between Boeing Field and Sea Tac. Both
showed aircraft buried in ash, the Museoinrlight hanger shattered, aircraft still visible inside. A

building was on fire near Sea Tac, the announcer thought it might have been related to a fueling facility.

Another feed showed people struggling to free themselves of a mudflow, then beiogvedallive.
This feed came from Renton. | knew that the damage path of the mudflows included a large percentage of

The Boeing Companyds work sites, including the
Field, their corporate centers, the Renpdant, which had been wiped off of the map, by the views of the
television; the Space Center over in Kent; the
earthquake or the mudfl ows, was cover dtghlantyi t h as
home of the worl| doswisée.argest building, vol ume

Other images and commentary came from Olympia, where the recently renovated Capitol was again in

ruins, and over Lake Washington, where boeth bri
520 floating bridge was adrift, it looked like the south part with thelzastd lanes. They even had a
little flyover of Bill Gatesd6 compound. The gar

been destroyed in the fire.

ONor mals mhpemned eexhi bited far more damage overall
of the newer homes seemed to have been converted into kindling, before being buried. | saw a brief shot
over West Seattle, covered in ash, looking remarkably like a weddkeg | had a brother and sisief

law down in that mess, if they were still alive.

iWe should count ourselves as lucky, o0 | said.

AOr blessed. 06 Carl said, surprising everyone.



il wonder how Al ex and Amber are doing, and the

Ailndb knoweé.o | said as | walked away. Some t hi
television. Libby had too.

| poured myself a medicinal double shot of Irish Whiskey, and one for Libby, who rarely, rarely drank.
AMay the roof labove amgd mawe wef dIri ends gathered
Deep Winter, Part 21

Libby and | put our glasses down quietly, on the-gast deck of the table saw, which was now doubling
as a platform for a cutting board.

Al wish | knew how Mariebés doing. o

il know. Wedre all waiting for the other shoe t
screwed up as things are. o

Al know. Thatodés what bothers meénot knowing. 0O
ATry to keep on the upside. Thehedg nbapoiyou isn
know about. She was raised a good Catholic, rig

AfYeah, but sheos -deeominatiana charch simce thespoesteve haaat our parish

waséaccused of molestingé. .o

AOh. | didnét know gelaft .6 Dowed Sthee consi der her
AYes. O

AThen regardless, sheods safe. Look at it that w
nls that why you seem so calm about all of this
AiYeah, most of it Sure | 6ve got Ostuf fdierdro get
whatever. But the most i mportant preparation is
problem with those who donét believe in Christ
strong faith that is based in go@¥,en though | may not agree with it or it may not be found in the Bible,
then |1 6ve seen that people with those convictio
and be more helpful to those thatédondét believe
ifYeahegsd Igduve never connected the two, you know.
Ailtés not just dealing with situations that tos
Dilbert-bosses, the everyday crud that wears you down, AND stuffilikeOf course, it only took me

about thirtyf r ve years of | iving to figure that out. I

weekend, like our stored food and supplies and redundancies because for me, by being prepared and
knowing things, d ondt need to be afraid of NOT being pre



that | can do to keep us safe in |lots of situat

3t

Yeah, that makes sense. 0

AAnd your family and mipotatofamine and teesshakenindtlzanentise of t h
society. Youdbve read a | ot of the same history
having to put my kids through what my ancestors went through. A safety net. That, and a healthy distrust
of things that the government says are whatos 0
Libby nodded and stared out the window. | hoped that | helped her deal with our present state of life.

il better get that generator shut off. Be right

AOK, 0 Li bby r esghapnRorewhs kaepinglthe kids bdcupiedhby overacting in another
hand of cards, as the dogs wrestled at their feet.

3t

Everything OK?0 Karen whispered to me as she f

AfYeah, sheds worried about Ma stiabutallthe strasaghé cab | a me
handle today, thatoés all . I was trying to give
Al 6l I go talk to hewatrdost@hedgohad flobat theolaas
il know that | ook well. Sometimes, | think we |
AWhat, being moody?0o

ANo, the brooding, worrying, wringing your hand
iGotcha, 06 Karen giggled. AShedl | be all right.
AfiYeah, youdre probably right. An Ilrish wake wou
ifHe awreamws t here are enoughé. . o0 Karen didnét say
AYeah. Enough dead. o

AfYeah. o

Al 6l I be right back. | 6m going to shut down t he
iStay out of the ash and get a mask on. o

AYes, madam, 0 | kRkehbgmphnsgrapbi eagpiomat ofstl used w
said, which sounded | ike O6budduh??od

AMuch. o

| entered the OPackarddé room through the door i
could inside the room. Using my latthreeL ED headl i ght , I was able to



near dark and negotiate my way through the woodpile that the boys had brought to the barn, over to the

noisy I|little Briggs and Stratt on lothebtvald fletinitedys we'r
smel | |l i ke 1'd6d been mowing the | awn when | went
were all now fully charged, which surprised me.

little battery chargerlpgged into the inverter, to top off the rechargeablecls.

Looking toward the big barn doors, | could see the ash still coming down like grey snow, and as | strained
my eyes, | could not make out anything beyond the outlines of the Ford and tleitdedg The
brilliance of the sunshine on the ice this morning had given way to a dark grey blanket. | knew the tractor

was off to the right, but it was invisibleé.fif
up the ash. The ice and snbad been covered, and the silence after shutting down the generator
waseéstartling. | strained to hear any noise out

at all, not even the sound of the ash. Only a little had drifted into the b&an aad there did not seem to
be any breeze.

| decided that it was a good time to get a little sleep, and went back inside. | shook off what little dust was
on my shell, and hung it up on a nevilyng coatrack behind the door. The kids and Ron wene ndo

a new game, and Libby and Karen were talking in the woodshop. | sacked out on the cot, my face to the
darkened wall, and slept.

When | awoke, everyone except Ron and the dogs were in the woodshop. Karen and Libby had enlisted
t hei r O hnedr, pvdich imiolved baking frozen pizzas in the wood cookstove. Her real motive of
course was to let Ron and | get some sleep. Ron had dozed off in one of the fabric folding chairs, feet out
on a footstool, hands folded across his belt. | listened tonkaréd Libby as they instructed the kids on

the use of the woodstove, the little thermometer hanging from the rack, and the different ways to control
heat with the air intakes, the damper, and the types of wood for cooking. She was getting to be an expert,
and until yesterday, had never even lit a match in the old Monarch.

| | ooked over at my watoch. It was nearly seven
a week. Il didndt know | was s o0 nvascotqdietly, $othatRone d t
could at least grab a little more sleep. Ada and Buck both thumped their tails at me, flanking Ron in the
chair. | hushed them and they both closed their eyes. | pushed open the door to the shop quietly and
padded into the watshop, closing the door behind me.

=]

Hey, i1itds sleeping beauty, o0 Libby said. She se
AiMore | i ke Rip Van Winkle, o0 | said. A | was out

AfiYeah. You and Ron both | ooked Ighkte Iybonu snuereed.edd

nYep | dondt think we need to worry about secu
night | ike this.o

AwWorl ds full of O0em,0 John said.

nYeah, but most of them Iive iné..a.| iWwastgoifng
el sewhere. o

AANYy news, radio girl?0 | asked Kelly.



ASomet hing about Asia was on at seven. The o6fin
somet hing?0 Kelly asked.

Awell, sort of. What did they say?0o

ASomet hi nga anbootutusGhnign dol | ars anymore. Why woul c

own money?ao

| was still trying to get the fog out of my head when | grasped what she was saying. The Chinese were
either dumping dollars, or had switched their financial pahcg big way. Had to be, to be broadcast on
our station, in this kind of crisis.

AThey have their own money, i1itds called the Yua
ANo, but the news wil/l be on agai n satthe bmttomn efthe mi n
hour . 1510 is back up too, broadcast is differe

The little Sony AM radio had been mine since | turned twelve. First Japanese electronics | ever owned,
and even though it cost maybe ten dollarsmih&as new, it was still my sentimental favorite.

AfnThanks, babe. o

| turned on the little radio and plugged in the earpiece, while cooking lessons went on. Right at seven
thirty, the 6échimed of the network came on and

il n apected mave Chinese central bank governor Zhou Xiaochuan says the Yuan is not
overvalued, early Monday, prior to Asian markets opening. The Dollar fell dramatically against the yen
on the opening. o

AThe dol | ar -rdoathlbw against the yaaftem thesoffiotal statement, China suggesting it
will continue to | et the yuan strengthen. o
AEvery time China opens the door on a possible
Neil Ambrose, a director of foreigexchange sales alN® Covenant SA in London. ~"There were real
surprises coming out of China for everyone who had been hoping for some news on revaluation."

AThe dol | ar aihanth low againstthe elro afterthe Administration proposed a record
$2.57 trillionbudget that expands spending in some areas. Federal Reserve Chairman Alan Greenspan las
week caused concern regardingrecordciwi@rmt c ount and budget deficits

AThe U. S. currency declined etoradiddg fromhB4.0y latmlasat 1 1:
week, according to electronic currertgding system EBS. It reached 84.65 today, close to the January
high of 84.74, the strongest since Jan. 10. The

i Z h o u 'ments tomews agency Xinhua come two days after a meeting of the Group of Seven
industrial nations in London ended with the statement that China is moving closer to eliminating its
decadeol d peg to the doll ar. o

AWashington did notheha&hd nemrsy aoamommemmt s on t



Ailn ot her newseéo

My mind started to turn off. What did the change in the status of the Dollar mean? | had read that the
Chinese held a substantial portion of the United States debt in the form of bonds and other debt
obligation, butdid 6t f ul ly understand what the i mplicatic
the markets for weeks, it was all over the inte
thousanegpoint decline in the market since the first of tiearywas something to take heed of. | had,

instead of a contribution to my IRA, | bought ningigrcent silver coins with the funds. The shipment

had been delivered | ast Thursday, in a paint bu
onh s hand truck. |l didndét enlighten him on it

The first t i
I

g that came to mind was a devalua
domestical n

hin
y and abroadéwhich meant dramaticall
Nationally, this could be a staster. Locally, in only added fuel to the fire. Most banks were probably
heavily damaged from the earthquake, and most p
alsoknowastwentd ol | ar bill s. So right nowashantbles, papweMb s v
was off and financial records unobtainable, and the dollar stood a good chance of being worth a fraction

of ités value the previous week. And, people pr

Karen looked at me ashé broadcast continued in my ear.

ARi ck, are you OK? Youbre pale, o0 Karen said.
iYeah, |l 6m alright. o

She wasndét convinced. AWhatodés wrong?o

AiMore than we can know, babe. More than we <can

Deep Winter, Part Twentywo

ASo what 6s t han? suNM@roes etdham we can know. 60 Kar el

inSomet hing on the radio. It might mean that the
AAnd that means what?06 Libby asked. fAHow can th
Ailtds value can eantapoa.Ala'thee. Wwe amairn gRe phuybpleirc, 19 2(
il snét that when they had to use wheel barrows f
Studies. 0 Marie chipped in.

AfnYes. O

ASo you think that wil!/ happen here?bo

AMi ght . | dondt know. O

AWhy woul diri tmdnlegyn®tr od ected by theé.oh, whatods



AWell, thatds what the signs say. I n reality, n
institutions from insolvency. The network of big banks and the Federal Resereh,isvhiprivate bank

and not part of the Federal Government, would step in and take over the bank, making good on bad debts
or invest ment s évwide scale Or in thicasa, worlditdeo ns c al e . 0

Karen got it. | could tell by the look in heyes. Many times we discussed the fiat currency system, and
the simple fact that every fiat currency system ever devised eventually failed. Only tangible assets, like
gold and silver and real estate, ever kept their value. These days, with the reabieslatedoing full

steam, even real estate could be said to be a hugely risky venture.

| could see that Libby was wrestling with the <c
faith and credit of the United States of America. Meaning, oeadury. You used to be able to redeem a
paper dollar for actual silver or gold. Our dollars used to be tied to the actual price of gold. | think we got
to where we are because it was simply easier to create money out of thin air than actually back it with
something. The money supplyand therefore the public and all propéty s easi er mani pul

playing with a stacked deck. Or in this case, ¢
Al d&dm beginning to. And I 6ém not I|iking it.o
i Yo6re not supposed to. When the doll ar goes th

every fakesilver dime and fake copper penny in your savings bank. And all of that-poéttyed paper,
too. O

AYou mean al l of oulr Bawndsagsevehegtrthkimg., 0 mut ua
AAnd bonds. Government bonds are one of the pri
theydére dumping it or whatever, the fact that w
come to light. o

ADepors8i

ANo, more | i ke an economic holocaust. Il f the Ch
doubt that theyoére playing them, America will ¢

| ost our manuf ac tndentomogr credaassevorld Wigedorfieanced eupdebt, both
personal and public. When was the last time an auto plant was built? Right now. In China. By GM and
Ford and Chrysler. We import stuff we udswed to m

dondt have all of that nasty pollution here and
hosed. The scalled stock prices will plummet too. Kiss our retirement funds goodbye. College funds
too, 0 | said, | ooking at the kids.

Libby was silent for a minute. The kids were |is
il have no idea. I would expect that I f the dol
in every single item on the shelves and every single commodity withinthe newe ek . Maybe |
ABut what about the price controls they put in
il 6d forgotten about that. That might hold for

doubled for stuff. Across the state line, they e st i | | cheap. How | ong do )



prices go up here? About#oi me at al |l . 0

AiDad, what do we need to buy? Webve been using
AwWell, thatoés righto dnexmpalcd eddloarm, nmesaniong ett va
shi pments coming to them on a regular basis. Th
We have a pretty good inventory of stuff here. We will need to get a list of stuff togetheright be in

short supply or hard to get. And weol | have to
AWhat about the ash?0 Kelly asked. AYou candét g
AWell you could, but itdéd be urgihgfromtbeoNSE campuat b e

into downtown Pullman during the height of the ash (in the back seat of a '69 Cutlass that was to give up
it's engine the next day), to get a keg of beer, Doritos, and salsa for THE 'end of the world' party, on a
warm day in May

ALi bby, you said that the store was open this m
iYeah, there was a |line to get in, but they wer
|l etting people buy one shopping cart full of st
ADid you see amyg semk&® oat the | oadi

ACoul dndét see it. ltds on the other end of the
ARIi ght . | forgot. o

AfBesi des, what do we use for money? Wi th the po
Ron and | only have fifty bucks between us. o0

Karen and | exeanged a look.

AUnl ess they have a |l ot of faith in you, thatos
cash only. Webdl |l use what cash we have.o

AThat wondédt buy much. o

ADondét worry, weol|l be f inmeer .WeWhlalt 6tsa lokn aobuoru tmeir
evening?0 | was trying to |ighten things up. I
AKi dsol | have a bunch of frozen pizzas from the
freezer,andthe wer e starting to thaw. o

AAnd we get a pizza apiece! o Carl sai d.
AActually, three for you boys, and one each for

AWhat about wus big kids?06 | asked.

ifRemember that | asagna you saved?0o0



AfAwesomenl|l y fhave ome of that fresh sourdough frr
ACand6ét have everything. We do have two bottl es
AThen the evening is saved! How | ong oOtil di nne
APizzas will take an.i hdethgnminanti achettetr mohant

fGotta ksoovoev ewotoidmne . O

fiYeah. Like o6fifteen Hawaiian minutes. o0 Carl S a
when shuttling us off to the USS Arizona and USS Missouri memgpaidésv years back.

Awhat do you want wus to do now?0 Carl asked.
AContinue with your woodstove | esson. l'tds a hi
AArt? I tés a fire! I n a metal box!06 Carl and th
inSay that after synodutr epliezcztar ibcursntso.v eT hcioso kii ng, b uc
l ear n. Right, | adies. o

AYes. And, I think nowbés a great time. Al righ
AAl I riiight. o John said i n a dwwddbe goddiemeaytaitrmem e t
value.

nCarl, what did you do with that inventory clip
AUmh, 1 é.didndét get it done. 0

ADid you, um, get it started?0o0

nYeah, we got the first two shelves done, floor
AWel | , ttahratt.6sLea 6ss have a | ook. 0

Ailtdéds on the wall over there by the faucet. o
AThanks. 0O

Wedd have some serious thinking to do, if the M
several years | had a solid six months of foodstuffs and other cansume s . More than on
accused of being a pack rat, and not in a good way. | reviewed the list that Carl started on, and went over
what | knew we had in my head. |l 6d have to find
knew shanvenbdory was current at | east to | ast m

fruit room in the basement, to see what we could save. And then there was that ancient chest freezer in th
laundry.



AHey, whatdéds up?0 Raohmougk s (tbinning)lamni ng hi s hand
RnBoys are making their dinners. You might want
extinguisher on the wall of f to the right, juuu

Everyone laughed, except the boys.

AHey, thereberepol dghnb said, drawing more | augh
ANo kidding. There was barely electricity in th
Karen said. AYou also will want to keep that ov

thereat out . O
AHow do | know when the cheese is bubbling if I
Al ntuition. o

AYeah, and good luck with thaté. o Ron said. AiWh

APl enty. 0 Karen said.

AHon, yowoyilh. Robnneed to go see a man Obout a
ARi ght. 0Potty <cal/l

| excused myself, strapped on my I|little headl am
the plastic | aundry sink that wedd used in-1Ili-eu
FromHell. After moving a bunch of sahged tonguén-groove verticalgr ai n f i r that | r
to go to the dump after the remodel, | found th

fittings, back in the corner. Filthy, as predicted.

| grabbed a hunk of burlap bagh at was on top of th-do®Rackardésspe
window, and wiped out as much dust and dirt as | could, and then turned the whole thing upside down to
shake it out. After that, I grabbed the whole t

ANow thatodéds attractive, 0 Karen said. Ron and Li
oversized heads from their first successful baking adventure.

ANot hing too good for our new kitchen. o

AGreat. AND our new bathroom. o

NnBetter gstiar ta ®avalsihm oom. 6 | dondét think O0Obat hsa
AYou know, we have that camp shower out in the
AiYeah, thatods right. Of course, itodés pretty wel
coeed i n ash. And, did | mention the | ocusts?o

Karen | aughed. ANo, that would be newsworthy.o



nAt | east. o

ADo you think you can hook that think up?o

Al hope so. The ol d-slaisdaghtrunder goer fektrl think itigdegoutrtoialddy i n g
or a sump. |l never | ooked, but it drained OK wh
AWhat do you need to do to get to it? Isndt thi

As she finished her sentence, | took a metal hook out of a drawer in hoabaoet, walked over, and

inserted it into a very small hole toward the end of the board, and lifted. THe/twight and its supports

lifted up from the slot in the concrete slab, revealing several sealed plastic bags that filled the void under
the boad.

AWhat 6s this, holding -amused.on me?0 She said, onl
AKi nda. Didndét mean to keep a secret, just my h
ARi ght. What is all this?06 she whispered.

AAbout half of it iosghtaxesminefortfivescandthd taentytwob. Some bfitr t y

is cash, maybe three hundred bucks in small bills. Some of itisthat®ré si | ver | bough
copper pennies, not much of those. | 6ve got mor
Al know were thoasesstrmsthesWhkhy 20 Sthé swas not amu
Aln case something happened to the stuff in the
me, a note about all of this is tucked in with
AComforting. O

ASorry, | shoulddébve told you.o

iYeysou should have. I have much better hiding pl
Al know. Am | forgiven?o

AFor now, 0 she smiled as | gave her a hug.

AFor now. Good to know. o0 | responded, giving he

Deep Winter, Chapter 23

After the last of the pizzasexre done and well on their way to being consumed, | loaded up the firebox
with some scrap oak from the kitchen fl oor 1inst
pruning. Wedd need the heat to bakelke3rsfolfatg agn a
five minutes or so in our electric oven. | knew that the woodshop would get pretty warm, once the fire got
going good and strong. Without power, there was
into the other room, thugh.



The kids had finally apparently grown tired of cards, and had pulled out one of the oldest games in my
family, an ancient game of Scrabble, and a small dictionary that was obsolete in about-seategnto

go along with it. Both dogs were slergiat or on the kids feet, under the small mahogany dropleaf table
that wedd put together earlier in the day. That
born in 1920. The black Windsor side chairs belonged to a great Aunt, and datethididgs. It was

nice to see them in use again. We'd had many a Thanksgiving dinner squirming on those chairs as kids....

Ron, Libby, Karen and | were in the woodshop, waiting to smell the lasagna as it baked. We were all
getting pretty hungry, and itauld be a good hour before the dish was done. Ron and | were both nursing
a Red Hook ale, which we knew might be one of t
brewery was located in the Redmond/Woodinville area, across the street from twoawbomiig f

wineries, Ste. Michelle and Columbia. All were probably covered with ash right now, and probably

damaged from the quake. Libbyds sister lived a
ALIi b filled me in on what youbbduts atilde emandyrsi tS
said. Al assumed you wanted to be out of earsho

nYeah, no need for them to know all the details
stupid, we need to be ready for it. To me, it meatisngestuff now that we will have a hard time buying

at any price later. People will buy things for immediate consumption, and netielongise that cost

much more and delivers much less. We need to work around that. Buy smart, and early. And often. Chime
in if you think |I'"m full of it.o

AfBut we donot have that much cash to work with,

AProbably true. I't might be a couple of days be
we 61 | b &boubhedffects from other parts of the country here, before most people here can get to
physical paper dollars from their banks. Which means, that things could go sideways in other parts of the
country before they do here, prigei s e . 0

ASo wedbr®Wescmnewedget to money, webre going to h
dejectedly.

AFar from it. Wedbre going to get a headstart on
stores may be open again tomorrow, like theyiwwe t oday . Probably Tuesday
AThat stil/l |l eaves the cash problem,d Libby sai
ANot a problem at all,"™ | continued. "We have a
in the barn and in the house. In addition to that, we bayeficant amounts of ninefyercent silver coins

and a few gold pieces as well . o

AColl ector coins?0 Ron said with more than a |
A No, real money. Silver and gold retain value o
ASo wedilng beoiuns?0 Libby asked.

AProbably not at first. We probably wondét even



cart per person at the store.o

nSo we go to multiple stores,"”™ Karen said.

Al n more than one car," added Libby.

A Molrieke, three. |l 611l take the Falcon Van, you g
we should be able to buy at multiple stores to the max allowable in multiple trips. | seriously doubt that

the government has come up with away to detegmit hat | 6ve already been t.
therefore am not all owed to come back for a wee
nSo whatoés the silver for? What is it, silver d
Al f the doll ar crashes 1 i ke 1 t hilarskwilibdwonhieds.| é or
Transactions will have to be done with something of worth. Silver. Gold. Shotgun shells. Barter.

What ever. And no, mostly dimes and quarters. o
iSo thatodés why you have silver?0

AThat, and the fact teéraftorn hckee dawdd a.r Yraws dae eme dln
of itdéds buyilnlg o(power since 9

AWell, yeah, things are more expensive. o

ANo, your doll arsd worth | ess. Carl s favorite
medium fry and a Cokéxtra Value Meal Number Two. For years it wasdmwoetyn i n e . Now i t¢

bucks and change. Did hamburger, buns, potatoes or pickles decrease in availability? No. Your dollar is
worth less. At the same time, silver went from 4.37 per ounce to 9.0hlastday. The last bunch |

bought, ten days ago, was at 7.36. What drove it from 7.36 to 9.07? Fear. Fear that something wicked this
way comes. 0

Libby and Ron were both silent, considering wha

AThey reduced t he ansxtyfour, and élimigated iviresixtpinenbeachwusée thegt r s |

were then able to make more moddyterallyd f or much | ess cost. Get it ?
AScam. 0 Ron said, lights on. fATheydbve been scam
nYep. For decades at | east .ed0 rTohoem bna ktihn g tlbass aag noar

our mouths water more.

nAl I right. So what do we need?0 Libby asked.
AWell, just so happens | have this |Iist hereé. o
The inventory that Carl had been tasked with was obsolete, but not horribly so. | knew thastthe

current list existed only on the computer in the basement, and was for now at least, inaccessible. The olde

inventory was printed up at the end of | ast mon
coming off of the holidays, andweréét exactly eating extravagantly



AThis i s a copy of the master inventory of supp

out in the root cellar or thélsheeedl t@ashnotf g
and tell me what else we need to stock up on, then we can each make lists and get a gameplan put
toget her . | f we can get out tomorrow morning, W

Her e diss tt .hee |

| handed them this list, printed out from a Microsoft Excel spreadsheet that | used to track what we used
and what we needed:

Item Size Quantity

Baking Powder Ibs. 8
Baking Soda Ibs. 8

Beans (dry) Ibs. 88

Beans, Lima (dry) Ibs. 4
Beans, Soy (dryips. 4
Boullion Jar 3

Cake Mix Box 12

Candy (Hard) Bag 4

Candy bars (Chocolate) Box 1
Cereal (Boxed) Box 52
Chlorine bleach gal. 4
Chocolate Bars (Hershey,w/o almonds Box 4
Chocolate chips (Big bag) Bag 2
Chocolate Syrup Can 4
Cocoa Ibs. 4

Coconut (shreddBlb. 2
Coffee Lb. 20

Corn meal Ibs. 125

Corn syrup Qt. 11
Cornstarch Ib. 8

Crackers Box 6

Cream of Wheat Box 2

Dog Food Lbs. 240

Dry Soup Mix Ibs. 48

Eggs, powdered Ibs. 25
Enriched white flourlbs. 50
Flavored gelatin (Box)Doz. 4
Fruit drink, Powdered Bo21
Hamburger Helper Box 12
Hard Candy Bag 6

The list went on for pages and pages.....

il dondt see the kitchen sink on this list, o RO
AAl ready bought it. 't ds i n t he prodcthte getus areasink K a
put together. And a bath tub would be a good id

AAmen, 0 Libby added.



AAs you wi sh, nol replied. AHowo6s our drinking
Al think, i f |abfontyfrievaa i qqagl Itdns. ¢ i ght

ASounds right. How about our wash water ?0
ABarrel s-qubaautertshrfeud | , so whatés that, forty?o
AnYep. Good. This ash is going to screw usS up on

that sand filter to gie us clean runoff without clogging up the filter completely with mud. | was counting
on snowmelt to get us some water to filter. With the dogs and eight people, that drinking water will go
fast. Wash water too. o

ANot hing you can do about it tonight. o

it r ue. Babe, when was the | ast time you were in

=]

Monday night. Why?0o0

AEverything holding up OK in there?bo

ifiYeah, you know, musty as al ways. o

AThat 6s OK. |l just wanted to make sure the pota
AfiToo earWg keptthhem | ast year until summer . 0
AYeah, but this is THIS year. Not hing seems to
you and | are supposed to be |l eaving dinner at
AYou made reservations?o

nYes mRalth&Lourt, grilled filet mignon, champagne and that dessert you like so much. What was
it? Thatodés right. Chocolate truffle with raspbe
AStop. Youdre making me think this | asagna is a
ANonsense.a \Vgedbnolr en afvoer dessert and a nice gl ass
AiThere you go, 0 Karen said. AAs |l ong as | &6m wi't
AfYes, you are.o | said with a |leer. ASometi mes,
AQuit you two, or weoll get a hose, o0 Libby said
ASorry, di donabrtr ansesa ny otuo. 0e m

il dondt want you giving Ron any ideas. Davenpo

| reached over and turned on the little TV, just before nine p.m. KREM was showing some aerial views of



the Spokane area, shot this morning before the ash cloud came overoMus b een about el
look of the sun angles on some of the landmarks | knew. | was hoping for a picture of the building my
office was in.

| wasnodot disappointed for | ong. -hHeldedeocamepes wer e
certainly rot professional grade. One of the biggest buildings in town, the former Metropolitan Mortgage
building (the company was now bankrupt in a fin

most of itds gl ass f r omThe bugding that held myffilstprofessianal jokt, h e
built as the Old National Bank (now USBank) was almost unrecognizable. The enthepteartacade

had been sheared from the building. The Paul sen
Thetenyearol d Transit Centerdéds skywal ks had col |l apse
building was also heavily damaged. Eventually, the camera panned across the Spokane River, showing
the United States Pavi lair dheBdrlingloaNortherpctockiowed leftosen r W
from our days as a railroad hub, waségone. My o
more than a hundred years before, not far away from the river, and now just coming into viewf The roo
and two of the six floors had collapsed on one wing, the wing that held my office seemed to be intact, but
the upper floor had collapsed on that wing as well. | might still have an office, but it was buried under

hundredyearold brick and Douglas fir keens and joists. So much for hoping.

A Wel I now. Looks Ii ke | have a company to rebui
sarcasm, looking out the window to the dark.

Altds snowing! The ash has s ghitpmysaf! 6 Wi | | wonde
nGood. |l 6m sure the dogsoll have to go out soon
f

Yes, but that also means that we get to go sho
and Ron and | 61 I see what we can do about t he s

i OK. Lasagnadsopbebabhbyhgoi hgn minutes, 0 Karen
ils that based on actual knowl edge, or an educa
AFour year degree and twenty years of cooking f

iGot cha. I ntuition.d Ron and | | augheenhdefeatdd we n't
by the girls. | suggested a Martin vs. Drummond game, and was soundly booed.

~

ASo, what does a plumber make these days, 0 Ron

St

Quarter of a | asagna and two glasses of wine,
ASounds good to me. o0

Using the old sik and most of the drain line, we were able to get the piping to line up with thieocast

drain in the trench, that headed off to the outside at a slight slope. I literally had to usgpduotmake a
joint, but didnoét f abgulthesaesthétiestof the mstatiation. We werd ablggto c a r
finish up just as the dish was coming out of the oven. Good thing, the thermometer in the woodshop read
eighty-one degrees. The boys had stripped down to tshirts, and all of the kids were ndyarefoot. |

knew that in a couple hours though, the rooms would be back down to the high fifties or low sixties.



Ron knocked on the door to the shop, playing a
Obout a |l asagna?o

\W

hy do fcoymeu iwmoul d. My husbandsd not at home at
i bb [

y said in her best Scarlett O6Hara voice.

- 3t

ANow who needs a cold bucket of water?0 Karen s
ifSave some for us, 0 dCraegdt sapmet iNZTdhrato pi zza was

AfiTeenagers. o | said, sitting down on a stool, n
about leftovers," | said as the snow continued to come down.

'‘Another long day tomorrow....." | thought as Karen handed me my plate.
Deep Winter, Part 24

Ron and | took a turn doing dishes, which was much easier now that we actually had a sink and not a
couple of washtubs. Karen heated up some of the boileewatdt for dishes, just to the point of

scalding. | was always amazedathhe girls never seemed to have a problem with hot water, even to the
point of burning us poor guys.

As predicted, there was no leftover lasagna, and we polished off the wine with no problem, either. After
we put the dinner dishes away (with directifnasn the girls, they wanted to find them tomorrow.

Imagine that.), we discussed our Monday morning plan. The kids had progressed to a cutthroat game of
Chutes and Ladders, which had been relegated to the barn when Kelly had turned ten. It was pretty funny
to watch teenage boys play this gameé

We had decided when we thought up the shopping trip to set some general parameters for our
merchandise runs. First, the items had to be in either short supply in the inventory for our new group size;
second, they haih by and large be unobtainable locally; third, they had to beefogerated items or

could be home&anned; fourth, items like canned soup, retdgats and things like that were not a good

use of our money. Finally, we decided to pass on thingsrieésoe else appeared to need it more than we
did. There was a substantial chance that we already had more than they did, here at home.

Some of the items that ended up on the list included flats for canning jars, pectin, bulk wax, wicks, female
supplies, vilet paper, multivitamins, disinfectant, cold and flue medicines, allergy medicines, boots for
the kids, shotgun shells, ammunition for the twemty and and the ougisixes, soap, bulk tobacco,

sugar, bacon, beef, saltceéomi aeslé omeedl|l es, yarn
We each had identical l i st s, made by hand, with
appear to hoard any particular item, nor did we

bet ween Saf e wheysons,Ridpassiblyorie sther store, although it was a little out of the
way. Libby suggested visting Costco, which was about six miles away. | knew it was a nightmare on
nor mal shopping days, | coul dnét agarmsigti ne what i

Il f a financi al mel t d own dsugply &t outsideghelpehappenadraglit i f r
mi ght i n California in an earthquake, web6d have
fears came to pass about a prokeshgecovery effort, bad weather, whatever, in addition to the financial



probl ems, wedd be at | east better prepared than
dramatically wrong and oveeacting to the whole situation. Oneof myfad . One of myémar
actually.

Ron and | knew that our first task Monday morning would be to get the Jeep, the Expedition, and the
Falcon Van cleaned off and started up. | 6d need
engine reawheel drive, with a suspension that was sophisticated by Prairie Schooner standards. Dawn
was around seven. Karen and Libby would make dinner, and the kids would take care of the dogs and
cleanup. Wedd be getting t o inhaoraer. phatwould besaoother wher
thing to think about in my abundant spare time. | set the alarm on my watch for six. | also wanted to
check on the Paulianods tomorrow before | hit t
anything. Attheimge, this coul dndét have been easy, no ma

At tenrthirty, we decided to get ready for bed. This of course resulted in a loud objection from the Kelly
and Marie, who were dangerously close to beating the boys for theitigrcht Chutes and Ladders. |

decided to take the dogs outside for their evening business, and gave the kids five more minutes to play. |
told Karen |1 6d be back in a few minutes, and to

Buck and Ada where very eager to get owtsad we exited through the tool room. | pushed the ancient
wooden door to the garden open with some diffic
but now that the snow was coming down, it was compacting down to less than half of tligShe
didnét care either way, they took off running t

The only sound I could hear was the sound of the dogs, now far off, and the sound of the snow hitting the
brim of my hat an dbeenynastdrm likeé thisshers, snowing this mael varedrhave it
be this dark. | could hardly see the house.

| wal ked all the way up to the main gate, and t
lights or cars on the streets. The whokighborhood looked deserted.

| called the dogs back to me, and we headed to the south of the garage. | wanted to look over our fruit
trees, to see how much damage the heavy ice had caused. The apples on the east end of the rows had sc
breakage at thtops, and the pears looked fine. One of the four plum trees had split right down to the
ground, which didnét really bother me (That par
that kept well.) The cherries on the west end looked fiterdhan the big Royal Ann on the end, that

had | ost about fifteen feet out of the top. Webd
6normal &6 thinning and pruning and some regul ar

Funny how a natural disaster never seemed teertakaverage, every day jobs go away. Just added to
them.

Once | got back the barn, | pointed the maglite at the dogs, and wiped them off with an old towel. There
golden coats were grey from rdielg down, from the muddy ash. | then spent the next tentes
washing them off before letting them in the barn.

They were not amused.

Finally, |l got back i nto the barn and corralled
be sleeping with us tonight!



As | finished up and peeled off my sngwoat, Libby asked me if she could speak with me in private.
Ron was already in his sleeping bag, and Karen was washing her face.

il 6ve been thinking about | ast night all day to

il t 1 sh.andBaretentisted with the safety of our families. You need to understand Libby, that we
heard them talk about what they were going to d
you want us to do, let them Kkill us and rape you , Karenjdyland Kelly to death? Would you then feel
better about what we did?0o0

ANo, 0 she responded quietly, eyes downcast.
AYou need to understand that | hated to do that
have been pure sh*t, but we still hatimng it. We will all have nightmares about it for a long time.
Maybe for |ife. |l can |ive with that. My family

AThe government should protect us from peopl e |

ANo, youdre wrong. ndohetgopeohment ss8.j dbhei govern
maintain our rights and enforce laws. It is our job to defend ourselves. The government has forgotten that,
and did so a long time ago. With as many abused kids as you have in your seventh ggeatanc|gou

should know that damn well. The cops dondét show
AFTER. When does Child Protective Services show
only for clean up. That is all. If they happentobethe when the | aw is broken
about i1t. Other than that, they dondt and canodt
understand?o

nYes, but éo

Al f yo were there, with a gun in vebeatenmetwthel, an
punch. I am not kidding, Lib. Youdd have shot t
Awhat i f it happens again?o

AThen we wil |l do the same thing again. Those fo
Big screen TVO6s PV®c pt ayiecs. Eash. The next ti
armed, and theydoll be | ooking for food. Bet on
ADo you really believe that?o

Alf things dondét happen perfectly in tergns of r
which by the sounds of the radio, is unwinding in Europe right now. Inside of a week or two, Bad Things

are going to happen here. Again, unless 1 6m wro
AYou havendt been wrong | ately. o

AYeah. And | hate being rpménimdg.lothe time abou
Al better get to bed. oo



nYeah. Big shopping day tomorrow. Just gear you
be fine.o | said in humor.

ARi ght, 0 She said as she padded off to bed.
Karen asked, AWhat whispex. t hat all about?0 in a

AfShedés having second thoughts about what we di d
nArend6t we all ?0

AfYeah, but she seems to have more problems with
AShedl | be all right. Doesndét she know what és a
AShebds never belken othek d 0, rjewcotgntiteee ddds. 0

AYou always say the opposite: O0ltdés not the odd
AExactl y. Letdbs get some sl eep. o

AYeah. |l 6d |I'i ke to hit the hay before the wine
|l |l aughed. fAYeah, |l hear you. o

We turned out the kerosene lasrgnd settled down for the night. We could hear the hens on the other
side of the wall settling in too. Soon | could hear that Karen was asleep, and | heard snoring from Carl. |
was a lot longer in drifting off. | was planning our new washroom layout iheag, as | finally got to

sleep.

Six AM to 830 Monday

Part 25

We awoke to the crow of our tmamed rooster, at four a.m. After crowing five or six times, he decided
that it wasndét really morning yet , rthatgarsoglui et ed
guessed.

At a few minutes to six, my new alarm rooster let us have it again, right before my watch went off
anyway. We let the kids sleep in for awhile, they were growing used to letting us get the fire going and
getting the chill off 6the rooms before they quit feigning sleep.

It was still full dark outside, but we had work to do. | pulled on clean sosksrtt and flannelined

jeans, perhaps the greatest invention since mittens. Ron was already up and pulling my old gogy parka
over a fleece vest. He was alsousingmy-frearo | d Sor el s, which in a forr
boot s. My O6newd Sorels were worn to the office
No more, so it seemed.

While Karen and Libby wre tasked with getting breakfast going and some coffee built, Ron and | had to



get the vehicles ready for our shopping excur si
overnight, sandwiching the ash fall between the ice of a couple days ago, hghit thewder. At least it
wasnot dusty. Yet.

While Ron pulled the tarps and covers off of the Ford and the Jeep, | attacked the Falcon Van. The
snowf al | before the ice made cl eani negroontl of f ea
managedo get most of the top and windows cleared off, the dark grey muck of the ash mixing with the
white powder. |l 6d run the van a |l ittl e -+swnde t ha
would start. After chipping my way through the icetome dr i ver 6 s door , I mana
work and | was in. Sure enough, three tries and the-j@dyold engine kicked to life. | set the heat to
Omax06 and |l et the engine run on fast i dthewawhi | e
so we could actually leave the property.

The 8N was similarly encased in ash and snow, which slid off in a heavy clump of grey. With the weight
of the | ayers of snow, ice, ash, and now mlore s
some of that weight odf before we had meltdown or worse, rain, acting like a sponge.

The old tractor spun, coughed and sputtered, finally running smoothly after playing with the choke, same
as always. | let the Ford warm up for a while at about thueeters throttle, while Ron finished up with

the other two cars. We decided not to |l et them
when we were on the road. Rather, the others wo
off the thick ice from the windows. | shoveled off the snow and ash around our doorway, peeling back the
plastic from the original layer of snow. Once that was done, it was time to plow. Turning on the lights,
Buck and Adabés eyes rossfthetedt ed back at me from a

While | plowed a path from the barn up to the driveway and to the street, Ron shoveled snow away from
the garage doors, in places that the plow could not easily get to. After abouhauralfwas finally

done. Ron had shoveled outatlpto the north door of the house that was hidden by the wreckage of the
second floor gable. The basement was on our list of places to get to today as well, although less
adventuresome than actually leaving the street. After finishing his shovelingaBditidd the snowmelt
barrels for wastwater and shut down the Falcon. The upper ten inches of the snow were perfectly clean,
with a mix of ash and snow in the lower four inches or so. Then, the solid layer of ash. The stratification
was striking.

Witht he | ast swipe of the back blade, | headed ba
Ron and | had talked about | eaving the place mo
really, between the wood smoke and light and thesdog ear i ng about, there re:
6hidedé in plain site. The fact that we had a ta
deterrent as any. Wedd chance it.

Libby had her first experience at collecting eggs, and managed tsteplyn one spot of steaming

chicken manure. She managed to get six eggs, some of which were used in scratch pancakes, and the las
of the bacon from the fridge. Karen said there was more bacon in the freezer, she thought the one in the
garage.

It was nav nearly seven. Karen cooked up a good sized stack of pancakes for the kids while the rest of us
ate. | was scheduled to be first out, because | expected to have more trouble getting around than anyone
else. | quickly unbolted the rearost seat in the vagreating a cavernous space for my shopping trip.

Ron rode with me up to the gate, and opened it for me. | drove out an he closed it behind me just as the
sun was officially O6upd and the curfew |ifted f



Our street was untouched, the freshvgiadl over the ash pushing the light van all over the road. | finally
made it to the arterial south of wus, noticing t
rising from their chimney. No other lights were burning down the street, @migt hoticed one other

home that showed any signs of activity since the quake.

| kept heading south, toward my target store, part of the strip mall across from the fire station, dodging
downed trees and powerlines along the way. All three fire trucks exgside, covered in tarps. Lights

burned brightly in the station, and | heard a generator running. | saw one other vehicle on Sprague as |
crossed into the mall parking lot, then | noticed the lines. There were about-fiveragrs in the lot,

pointedat the store. A State Patrol van was at the door, and a small crowd gathered outside. Four armed
MP types, in desert camoflage and helmets, stood at ready positions at both doors, scanning the crowd.

| parked at a respectful distance and got out ofétme | had a sidearm on, but not in a place that was
easily accessed. I was hoping not to need ité. e
seemed to be a line.

AWhy arendt they opening?0 A whgomtithag brea | pea svto i scee
Webére hungry! o Several more voices in the crowd

ALIi sten up now. This center wil/l open when we g
said the Patrolman, not ready to take any crap from anyone.

iSaergcall just in. Wedbre good to go, 0 said a vo
AAl I right. Single file, starting here. These a
open until dusk. That does not mean you can shop all day long, howeverp @ok@ag back. To enter,

you must show evidence that you have cash money to pay, or a bank statement dated within the last 30
days and a checkbook that shows evidence that you have sufficient funds for your purchase. You are
limited to 1 shopping cart p@erson, or ondaundred dollars, whichever comes first, excluding

prescription drugs obtained with a proper prescription from the pharmacy in this store. This center does
not have unlimited resources, and resupply is expected when the roads are clegnt, Ailte people at a
time, you will have store escorts i nfingerdheything. t h vy
Al | right, |l ets go. 0

The first five, three older men and two older women, not appearing to be related, all went inside the
darkened store. The whiney male to my left continued to complain.

AYou got a problem here, Mac?0 a Marine gunny s
AMy nameds not Mac, a**hole. 0
AWow, you must have big brass balls to cdle speak

finally got a good look at the speaker. Tslanny, long hair, dirty clothes, about twetitye or so. My
mind said, O6Loser. 0

AnF*ck off. I can talk anyway | | ike to. This is

i N o ,-wipe,ghss is Spokane Washington under Martial Law. Maxtl means Omilitary,
public-school education has let you down. And you seem to be doing a good job of pissing off the guys in



charge. If | were you, | 6d be thinking about ap

~

AFor what? Calling it |Iike | see it?0
ANo, fon dbeitng an

Loser took one step toward me just as the Gunny grabbed his chest and lifted him off of the ground in a
spin, placing him roughly on the snhow and-asb ver ed ground. ACorporal, d
pl ease. 0

AYes sir! o one resgondedhe ot her Mari nes

The rest of the crowd gave the respect due, and there were no other problems while | was there. | receive
a nod from the Gunny. | nodded back.

My turn finally came to go in, escorted by an assistant store manager. Libby and Ron, Kareadind |

had identical l' ists, so we werenot tasked with
odd. We expected a dollar limit, so we were up against an immovable barrier there, however, since no ID
check was being made, nor something sgp# as a Sharpie permanémit mark on our hand or wrist,

we theoretically, could go to as many stores as we could to fill out our list.

| grabbed a cart and made my way along the aisles, picking out a variety of things from the list, including
sugar, sk, flour, spices, some beef, cold and flu medicines (expensive) and spices (ditto). The store
manager ran a running tally on a small hiwettd scanner, so he could tell me my balance on the run.

Pretty efficient, overall.

AAny idea when?molredsked mitnmgyimg to make conver

ANope. 0O Was the curt reply. It seemed overly ab
understand that.

Within fifteen minutes of arriving inside, | was on my way out. We all made it a point to niaishg fn
our dress, or with money, but appear as-descript as possible. Oeindred and two dollars later, | was
out the door.

The huge storage capacity of the van allowed me to stash all of my purchases in the area between the froi
seats and the mille seat, leaving the back for a second and possibly, third trip to another store. | kept an
eye out as | loaded up. No sense in getting robbed now. | covered everything up with a black wool
blanket, locked up the back doors, and went over to the Gurgiyetdiim my thanks for his work.

ANo problem, sir. Glad to give the young man so
AiWe havendt heard much about relief. Do you hav
ATrucks supposged nt & obmeorcoomv, but we havendét hear
AnYeah, weol l make do. Kids arendt amused, thoug
Al hear ya. Il have two teenagers back at Camp P



AThen this cool weather is a change for you. o
He | aughed, ay$age bwasin Tiktit. THeg rought the whole unit home on twmnty
hours notice. We knew webd6bd done a good job, but
earl y. o

nCongrats. Welcome back. We canot etoveatmete. |lpstane en o
of my classmates over there, year ago Chri st mas

ifiMari ne?o0

AArmy engineer. Reserves. Sent over to build br
ATough break. 0

AYeah. Good man. Take care, Gunny. o0

AYou too, sir,o

| headed back for the van, and decideddachup Sprague, off to the east. | was taking a chance, heading
further O6outdéd than our plan, but | wanted to ch
some critical items of our list. Driving was a chore, with receciyared powerlias and poles shoved to

the side of the road, and barricades directing traffic around obstacles. At Sprague and Pines, the busiest
intersection in the Valley, a giant hole took up most of the southern half of the concrete intersection. It

di dndt nsargeen takndwrthatithe sixitych sewer main had ruptured.

The car radio, AM only, told me that the stock market slide had begun, if | was correct in my
assumptions, as trading curbs were already in place, meaning tHatmaieed points had alreatigen

shed, if not more. This being Monday, only time would tell. There was no news of European or Asian
markets. The radio also told me that arterial clearing would continue with snow and debris removal on
outgoing roads and highways first, progressingtown streets.

| passed 6Rons6, which | think was the ol dest h
places. | spent a lot of time in the parking lot in high school, eating a Big R burger and a jamocha shake.
Goodtoseeitwasdtl t here, even though it was missing it

Bingo. White Elephant was open. White E, as we called it, was originally a surplus store, hence the name.
It had evolved into one of the beswhichgeayingi ng go
something. The store was lit up pretty well, a number of Coleman lanterns lit and hanging from overhead
wires. There was a pretty good crowd there too,
know whodés armed and whods not.

The store didndét have a dollar | imit in place,
have enough to buy one, even if | did want another gun. | did, however, want more ammunition if
possible, if just for barter. | ended up with aghiog cart full of twentytwo longrifle, four boxes of

forty-five Colt, and boxes and boxes of twelve gauge birdshot, deer shot and rifled slugs, topped off by
five hundred rounds of thirtgught six, none of which | ever wanted to use. My old Junior ool

track coach was checking out the other line, and | waved at him as | left. The last time | saw him, | was
getting an MRI on a smashed up elbow. He was getting one for lung cancer. Good to see he was still on
this side of the turf. Tough guy, €Xarger, Korea.



| decided to head home and unload. Among the pleas and statements to seek shelter if your home was
damaged or unheated, new reports of home invasion robberies and murders were taking place. Homeless
formerly living in the wooded areas aroutig City, decided that it was their time. The nearest murder

took place twenty two blocks from our house, two blocks from our old church. Tiveatyeaths had

been credited to such invasions.

As | turned on to our street, the radio stated that seadpastments had been made to heating oil prices,
gasoline prices, and airline ticket prices, due to unforeseen increases in fuel. One possible reason was
t hought to be | arge advance orders and new cont

Deep Winter, Par26

| noticed as | turned onto our road that the convenience store had been boarded up with new plywood,
although the gas pumps were still accessible. Hmmmm.

As | drove up the street, | stopped of Subugbtn Paul
was in the process of being loaded up. Looked like they were getting out.

AHel |l o, the house! o6 | <called out as | hopped ou

AHel l o there Rick! Howés everyone doing?0 Joe a

3t

Pretty welWe, aclosnos ihdaevrei nsgoome guests with us, so

3t

| hear you had some trouble the other night. o

St

Word gets around. 0O

nGet the bastards?o

AYes sir. Four of them. o

AFour! Good Lord. Weodoll remembetrhdayh earf tagr Mas s i
AStuff that doesndét matter right now. TVOs, ste
ACrap, then. Not worth dyind over.o

AYes sir. You and Joan getting out?0o

AiYes. Joan and | were going up to see you mo | e
and Lorene in California unti/l this warms up. J
exactly as mobile as we used to be. o

Al understand. Do you want wus to |l ook after the

ifPl ease. Thereds t he h estessthatiheed to hercdled., We égoakdcard ohaome e 6
yesterday. 0



AAnything el se?0

ANo not yet. Although, Pefeuatipigl supplbesred, tor g
not sure hedll be able to get through. Heds out
nal I see if | can | eave him a note, and | et him
this, Joe? Youbre pretty well fixed up here, it
AYeah, i1itds time to go A couple more datyshamhdlk
the cold |Iike she used to up in Canada. o0 Joe an
interesting things in their lives.

AOK. Anything else | need to know, or can | hel

ANo, webve got stulidverleoty wkliodtdadandd Wee tr
S

pares. We should be able to make it to souther
gas out by the chicken shed, in the big tank | used to use for the tractor. Gas wasNm&iber, and
itbés got preservative in it.o

nGot 1t. Weodoll check up on the place a coupl e t
knock. o

ADo you have boards?o

iSome, but | ot of cor
it

a ugat ede s hard imedsalalasnd
when you try to pry ff

]
0 . 0

AnOh, before you go, you take this box. We donot
AWhat 6s in it?o
inSeven dozen eggs. We already packed ten dozen,
AWow! You sure?o

AYes. Juhsthndobkrats no room! o

Joe was right. The fulized Suburban was loadegacked to the ceiling, and the roof rack had a fabric
tie-down bag on it.

After a few more minutes of talking with Joe, | said my goodbyes and went back up the roadopsure h
he made it through OK.

The driveway gate was closed as | pulled in. Carl appeared from a hiding place on the porch, under part o
the collapsed porch ceiling. He was carrying his scoped 10/22. John openeddhlesgappeared from
the hedge offtotn | eft. 6 Good for you two,d6 | thought. N
decision, | thought. John had the other Ruger over his shoulder. | drove through the gate and straight back
to the barn. The Ford and Jeep were already there. Ron canfdlmibarn, followed by Karen, Libby
and the girls. The boys stayed up front with the dogs, who were wrestling in the snow under an apple tree.



AYou OK? We were getting worried, o Karen asked

6Yeah. No problem, why?o

ALook Jate pt, e she sai d. Four bull et holes pierced
AHoly sh*t! o You all right?0 | asked of Ron and
AYes, but there is no way wedre going out again
i Wo w. Ho maiy ,h adried aynwy troubl e?0 | asked Karen.
ANothing |ike this, but it wasndét easy, either.
ifLet 6s get this stuff inside. Time to rethink t

AAmen. 0 Libby said.

| unlocked the side doors and we started unloading. | managed to get about halistéaitems at the
grocery, as well as more than what 16d planned

AYou didndot have any crowds? You got back fast,

ANot hardlyé.|l was lucky. The cegpwd was big, bu
AWow, 06 Ron said. AYou sure as hell didndét get t
of the back.

AWhite El ephant. Busy place too. o

AThey |l et you buy ammunition?o

AYeah, no cops or soldiedsdhbderseayTaeytkermg albo
of commerce, more about | aw enforcementébut | e
White E was only selling to their customer list.

AThey keep a | ist?o0

iYeah, | g uess.it | loadediug whéat t neddddj waved a dne af the guys | knew, and
paid cash. They didndot even check my I D. They w
AnThat doesndét sound all that smart. o

AiYeah, but now that | think abowtaigunjfayeuypoe
AProbably not, unless youb6re pretty gutsy.o
AnAnd i f they have a regular I|Iist of folks thato
prove theydd bought from them before, would you



AMi ght knlowdomM@&dt cops though?o

ANot yet anyway. Theyodére usually c¢closed on Sund
Saturday and Sunday from | ooters But honestl vy,
was this morning. o

i Hmm o

We finally got the | ast of the stuff in from th
| ooked |i ke shedéd had good |l uck too.

nOK. Letds hear it. Whooés first?o0 | asked.
AYou. 0o Karen and Ron said. fAOur storyds |l onger.
i OK . Oapped myevisit to the store, including my conversations with the Gunny, the prehégper,

and what |1 6d seen inside the store.

AThe meat counter was all b uvery-goaod pobking padkageg ai frozenh h e

stew beef. Dairy athbread aisles too. About half of the wine was still there, but no beer, almost no pop.
No canned soups or prepared foods at all. No candy bars, hard candy, nothing. So | had no problem in
getting flour, salt, sugar, brown sugar, molasses, spices, tlat $inff. The cold medicines were almost
gone, and one of the other shoppers was looking at me as | looked over the last few boxes of Contac. |
asked her if she needed some and she said yes, so | took two and let her have the other two. Picked up
some moréirborne and some of the other stuff you had on the list. Got most of the stuff, before I hit the
magichundredl ol | ar | i mit. o

AHow did you keep track of the cost?0

fOne of the managers had a |l ittl e hleewdy Theybnly s c a
l et five in at a time. o

AHMMmM. They didnét do it that way at my store, o
AOK. Your turn. Letds have it.o

Al |l eft right after you did, and told Cav¥|l and
t wo 60 s, cdulegdgapanyhing. | thought about it a sec and decided that since they both know their
guns, theydd be OK. John asked to borrow one of
thought he should stick to a gun he knew. 0
AfGood thimrkixntgr. @i pta, 6 | said to myself. O6How c

weat her eye out ?506

AAnyway, while you went to Safeway, I headed to
really rough. I put it in fouwheeldrive to makesr e | di dndt have any probl
of trees and couple of signs, but finally made it over to Argonne. The lines at the gas stations were

stretched up the block. The store wasndét even o



iThe 76 station??d

nYeah. An ytw the parkihg logamd parked away from the rest of the cars, where no one could
hide. There were maybe two hundred people there, in two groups. Some Air Force reservists had their
guns out and were guarding the place. If you had cash, you could geeinlion t he | ef t . | f
went to the right. |l guess a | ot of people trie
AOurs was, or they said they were. | didndét see
small er . o

i Ayway, once we were irthey let us in ten at a timé started going down the list. Same thing you saw
too. No cereal, beer, bread, chips, meat, or anything prepared. One guy was demanding that the deli open
so he could have chicken for lunch. | honesdyddét t hi nk the guy knew how

there in a business suit!o

il édm afraid there are a | ot of people |Iike that
AiYeah. Anyway, again, no dairy, no bottled wate
sewing stufand some yarn, good amount of baking goods and cleaned up in the medicines, bleach,
vitamins and o0l adiesd6 items. o0

AThank you for that. | hate buying that stuff.o
AAl'l guys doéd Ron said.

ADid you hit your Iimit?o06 | asked.

AfYeah, and tdashrandshe checker daid thaifll really needed the stuff, it was OK with

her. | slipped her a five dollar tip and she let me go with a smile. I spefitonet y t ot al , i nc
AWow. | expect that filled your <cart. o
AYeah, andckheéobodbtom ra

AWhat 6d the Air Force guys say when you went ba
fOne of them escorted me to my car. Nice kid. S
them to keep that crowd under control. It was getting loud when | left. Someenestiimething at the
Expedition as | left. | heard it hit the side. The hotel across the street had busses in the parkiney lot

were | oading up people when | | eft. o

AOne thing though, this | ady starts yallldi B5¢HARIE!
She was obviously in the wrong |Iine to get into
il 6m glad itdés over. OK, Ron, your turn.o
AnWell, ours was shorter. We didndot get to the g

picked up sora rope and some of the hardware items. Wax. Wicks, dishwashing soap, no kerosene
though, or batteries, or flashlights, not that they were on the list. Anyway, we were crossing Montgomery,
going over to that Ti dyman 6 sundedpeaple i thé garkingdot, alle e t .



' ined up. Some sonofabitch jumped out from behi

3t

Thank God that you werendt hit. o

ot

No kidding. | heard the bullets come through t

AWhat kKiapmpeime m?0

Al dondt know. We took off to the east The cro
after the guy, and opened up on him with shot g
to get killed. We hightailedi back here and said O6screw it. 60
AHow did Ace |l ook other than that?o0

AEmpty. They were damn near <c¢l eaned out of ever
AnWell wedore stild]l i n one piece at | east. |l have

ifiWhat 6s that?0 Karen asked.
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ndowae eadleadiwmg .t dhleyok after the pla

AfReal l y? Where are they going?o

ATheyo6re packed up and going down to Don and Lo
nYeah, I candt remember where though. Somet s mal
Joe raise pigs and turkeys too?0

AJust chickens for now. One of his Italian budd
for turkeys, I think. I 61 | have to | eave him a
ils their place OK to | eave? | mean, is it boar
NN, |l told Joe |1 6d take care of it for him.?o
nOK. After all theyodove done for wus, 1t6d be the
AAgreed. Now, how Obout something warm to drink

~

ATea. On the stove, 0 Kelly rlkngthonwieds, andweetrying d M
to find a place to store them.

iSo, now what 20 Karen asked.
iWel come to the new 6normal 6. Did you I|listen to
iNo, I di dnot want the distraction. o

=]

Candét bl ame you. 0



iGas pr i ceapdnother partsgobthe wayntry. The stock market trading curbs are in, which means
that itdéds sliding downward, quickly.o

AwWhat 6s a oO6trading curb?606 Marie asked.

Anltdés a Iimit on the amou -popbgsbamc kodelalud omalt b
There are also O0circuit breakersd that shut dow
percent. | f it drops twenty p cent, it shuts d
AThey stop for thrree hours. o Marie chi med i

ANo. They stop for the day. o

Awhat i1f it goes wup by thirty percent in a day?
AThen the brokers would be very happy. o

inSo they dondét | et you sell, but you can buy al
ACorrect. o

AThat sucks. What if you really need to sell ?0
ATougshagiod.l AYoudl |l have to wait.o

AThat 6s not fair!o

AThat 6s correct. Il tds not . It is not supposed t
Al'tds cheating. o0

AYes, 1t is. Libby, your daughter has a good gr
AShe has a good gwamaepgpftwbadbdbs right and

ASame thing. O

Ron questioned, fASo, worst case dghowandsomebhingrighte e
now. At thirty percentped ay, it takes three days to reach bo:

ANo, your math i s t o dowsbhytmpe, and takipawdyrareequdlipartieach dayg t
|l tds more complicated. The first day, youdre at
30% again. Youbre at 4900. Take away 30%. Youbor

nYes. It tekesol bhgebotboom. 0
ABut the bottom hits, -sspoecende rs toorc ki amaerrk. e tWomesltt dcoa

be, might take seven trading days to get to a little more than 10% of the value of the peak. Maybe longer.
Maybe a monltway sT hseorneebbso day who 61 | want to buy, b



isnét for sissies though. o
AnSo where is the bottom? How do you tell 2?0

AThey used to say that the bottom was 35% of th
t h

alt he mani pul ations of the market over e past
AYou mean all the propping it up thatdbés going o
ATo put i n ki nd]l-gndoutyagmwisting an thb gart &f theiGovernmemtud maimta
the economy. o

AConsumer confidence. 0

AfYes. Not Ocitizen confidence. 6 6Consumer 6. As
ACramming it down our throatséo

AAnd us taking 1t willingly, keeping up with th
ADamn. O

AOh, | eefzo.r gloltmoos t

AWhat 20 Karen asked.

AnPresent from Joe and Joan. I n the front seat o
AWhat is it?0 She asked.

AThat 6d spoil the surprise. Just dondét drop it.
In a minute, Karen came back in with the precious cargo.

ASo wlaoi tI for Christmas?0o

ANo, nowbés fine. Hope you |Ii ke them.d She opene
AOh my. How many?o

ASeven dozen. o

ALooks | i ke omelets for |l unch. o

Deep Winter, Part 27

As Karen and Libby found places to stash the eggs, (They ended up in a bigcpddstith a sealing

l id, out in the tool area) | flipped on the rad
a |l ot of thought, or doing actual work. The sch
wishinglhadatalligass of r eal mil k, something I rarely ¢



instead. It wasndt remotely the same.

ne.insurers, two of the |l argest in North Americ
Eastern time. A federal invesétion is expected, given the timing of the sudden bankruptcy declaration
relative to the earthquake and volcanic eruption in the Pacific Northwest, and the fact that only two weeks
ago, both firms reported substantial growth in their quarterly stock semuaditfilings to the Securities and
Exchange Commi ssion. 0

i What was that?0 Karen asked as the broadcast w

ASome i nsur eurndisf owenn tt htiasngmor ni ng. 0

AWhy?o

AProbably didndét want to pay out a | ot of money
AFi gures. 0O

ATr adi n geakers sloweditradingin the markets this morning, with programmed trading curbs
kicking in within the first hadhour of normal trading this morning. Within two hours of opening,

automatic circuit breakers kicked in, shutting down trading for two hduasling is expected to resume
withinthe nexthabh our , wi th trading curbs remaining in p

Al n | ocal news, major grocery stores in the cit
opened at ten a.m. Local officials instituted a buyingtlof onehundred dollars per customer, with cash

and local checks being accepted at most locations. Even so, most stores have sold out of many high
demand items as of this time, although more supplies are expected within the day. Most gasoline stations
that are open, are operating on portable generator power to provide gasoline to evacuation buses,
emergency vehicles, and residents or visitors wishing to leave the region. Major arterials and highways
that have been cleared include portions of Interstiatty; Highway twentyseven, U.S. two, and

Highway oneninety-five. These routes out of the city are open during daylight hours only for departing
traffic, and irbound supply, relief, and rescue operations only. Residents who may be away from
Spokaneorte Spokane area are not being allowed to r

ANnFeder al efforts at relief to the region have s
landing this morning at Fairchild Air Force Base and Spokane InternationakriAiji@raft include

military transports with supplies and equipment, personnel arriving in chartered commercial airliners, as
well as United Parcel Service and Fedex cargo planes. These operations are expected to continue until
further notice, includingfat er dar k. 0

AA reminder, that all sales of gasoline and gro
and will resume on Tuesday morning. The dusk to dawn curfew is still in force, and will remain so until
further notice. o

Libby andthe girls were putting stuff away, with Kelly occasionally stirring the pot of-mater to break

up clods of snow. It was a slow process, but once it was boiled for a few minutes, we could be reasonably
sure that we woul dnoitngb tabsawtk cdlrecam iwat er ,h aadf ta
as a result of drinking what was purported to b
way to lose weight.






