The Creation of the First Copper Penny
Appearing in the Columbian Centinel of June 20, 1792.

Abstract

On Page 1:
*An Act to Provide For a Copper Coinage*

"That the director of the mint...be authorized to contract for and purchase a quantity of copper, not exceeding one
hundred and fifty tons...to be coined at the mint into cents and half-cents...and be paid into the treasury of the United
States, thence to issue into circulation."

"The Act also stipulates that "no copper coins or pieces whatsoever except the said cents and half-cents, shall pass
current as money, or shall be paid, or offered to be paid or received in payment for any debt, demand, claims, matter or
thing whatsoever."

Click on the image to see an enlargement

The Act warns that all other copper coins used in payment will be forfeited, and those involved fined ten dollars.

The Act is signed in script type by G. Washington on May 8, 1792.

This legislation resulted in the birth of the copper penny, from which descends our present one cent piece — in all its
various and sundry permutations over the course of 200 years.
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WEDNESDAY, JUNE 20, 1792.

LAIS of the UNITED STATES,

rURLIsITED

CONGRESNSf th:UNITED STATES :
AT THX FIsT sraston, §
Bepanand kuld ar e Cory of Phuladeighing dn the
Sore of Penlylvanie, oo Meonbay the tweitge
Bty of O23bse, onc thosdind feven hosdred
d ninervaine, ¢

A2 ACY 10 2o52il» fir ¢ Corpin

B CorNaae.

1eealidivese Sanarrandlovusa
of Revrxsiwratives of the Gurce!
Seater of America in Comgeift #flwiled,
That the dircttir of the m, wih (he
spprobation af iha Prclident of the Uait
e& Srazes, bz authonized (0 costraél tor
and purchafe a guintiy of copper, rot
exceeding one bundred’ and aity rons,,
and that tie faid direstor, as (non asthe
needul preparations (hall be made,caule
the eoF;cr 37 nim purchifed 149 bs coia.
ed al the mint into eenis and haif cente,
purfiaane o ¢ the 2t ellsbiiMing 2 mins,
aid reguatling the eoing o' whe Usited
Stares;™ 20d 1hae the G4 conts and hal?
cente, as they fhall b coined, be pa:d in.
o the wrealury of thrlinitedSeates, thence
10 lifue= into cirealation,

Ard et furtder exaed That after the
excinetion ol ix calandar months from
14z time when (here ha'l have been paid
into the trealusy by the faid diretlo-, in
cenis rod Ralf centz, a fun not lels than
ity thoufand dollais, which rime hatl
forthwith be annoanced by ihe treafuier
inat ieal w0 przciter ar newfpapers,
publilhed st the dear of 11 gavernment
of the United S:ates for the tima being,
no w{‘ er coint 6 pizces wrlonfoeves,ex

cepethe Taid cocin a0l 12M ceaty, Mall
PA% carreat s money i 114l b= paid,
or offered to be ¢afd o7 recsived in

pavment for any debi, demas
matter ¥ thing whadoever 20!
POr €€ or peices, excent the i conly
and half eapts, which Mhall b= p2d o of
fered 10 be pad or received in payment
contrary to tha prokibition alozelaid,fhall
be forfcited, and avery peifon by whom
anv of them Ml bave been fo paid or
affered 1o b2 paid, or recefved in pay-
ment,(mail alio [oeleit the fum of tea dot:
lary, and the faid forfeiture and pemaley
fhall and max be recovered with colls of
luit for the benchic of any perfon or per.
fons by whom informaion of the Incurr-
ing thereof Thatl have been given,
JONATHAN TRUMBULL, Speaker
the Henfe of Riprefentatine,

RICHARD HENRY LEE Prefdent
fre lempore of the Sexate,
Azrxoveo, May eighib, 159z,

y" %lenz;lon.

Prefideet of the United Stater.

Depofited among the rolls in tie office
of the Sceretary of Stace,

TH: JEFFERSON, Sccretary of State.

MISCELLANY. 4

v For the COLUMBIAN CENTINZL,.
Mre. Rusiees,

|
i HE sriter who figns himicll 2 * Re« §

tatler of Wine' in the paper of Fri.
. day lalt, is more sikely to be a <8 Brewer
| of Wing" than a relgiler; and 10 be more
a'vaid of the Hydromater than tha Tefpe@
(ug Oficer, An honelt man would not
ba ¥n villing lﬂt zive ihfmn:?l to the
wroper nfficer, of the ntity ars
!;dl. whch the h:}:uo‘ his cou\?nuy

honeft one, one who wiflied to monopo-
lize an article,0r 10 deceive hix ereditons,
would with to conceal his Lack of pro-
perty, even from that officer, 'We may
therefore judpe of the charaler of Mr.
Worcefier county Retailer,

As 1o the alarming confequences to
ttade—the fnfringement on liberty, &ec,
of which he fo patherically anficipates,
an eniightencd publick mult laugh at
{ach a nonlenfical cant. All the law
requires is a return of cortain wnicles on
hand, thu they may be exempted from
the additiona] duty—and the EXCISE
LAW of Mafachufiter,which took place
in Mavw, 1760, not only required fach re-
turn, bat that §v Beuld & on osth—mand
yet not one of thofe frightful fpelires, pre-
ditted by » Tkt Retailer” appearcd—and
Liberty and honelt trading were as fe~
cure as belore.

AN EXCISE PAYER,

Junz 18, 1702,

Mz, Rossece,

HE writers of the picce ina late

Cexriney,figned “'Flat Af\;lfu(d."
could not help noticing the avidity with
which Capt. W, under the fignature of
4 One of the (flf named) Pruficn  Blaes,"
€4 an creaus of daies,which elcap-
¢d in copying that picce. The circum.
ftance, in iif=lf, was trivial,but the Cap-
taie, ikea drowning man, was glad to
catehat any thing.

Soee fevese thingr might be faid of
Capr.W ', condudt,on feveral cecafiont—
But feverity is not the with of the wri-
ten of thispicce.  Their obje@ has beca,
and i5, 10 acguains their fellow-citizens
of his publick conduit on the r4th of
May—and they will notyunlefs impelled
thereto by tha Caprain's abufe, trouble
the publick mere on the fubjelt—but
conclude with faying, that if soen Capry
V. can recuncile his conduft oa that
day, to his feelings or principles (if he
has any) as an Officer ora Man, they
wuil bo more calloas than they are ge-
neraily luppofed 1o be—msnd that is fay-
ing a gredt deal.

THE (exce) AGGRIEVED.

Foreign Intelligence,

SWEQEN.

STOTRIOLY, = havo not yet feen
ATRIL 3, 'W nnyw:huui{:liﬂol
thole who 2ro taken up or (uppofed to bo

A ACT 12 compenfate the fervices
of thelaie Clonet Grokae Gra=

SON.

E it emalied 3y tie St xAve and Houss

of Revapsexrativas of the Unite
od Stdies of America, in Congrefs eff ¥ed,
That there be allowed ang paid’ t0 the
executors of adminiflrators of the late
colonel George Giblon ¢r to their attor-
recy or antornica legolly appointed and au-
thosized fo 1cceive the fams for the ule
and benefit of his heirs, the fum of one
thoafand dollars for ex:raordinary feavi-
ces by hims rendered 1o the United Siates
during tke year ane thoufand leven hua:
dred and levenav-fix,
JONATHAN TRUMABULL, Sheaier

of the Heafe of Reprefentatives.

RICHARD MHENEY 1 EN Pridrmr |

din the plotolthelate regicide ;
they aro however, faid to be 28 in num-
ber, four of whoin the affaflin himfelf
owned a0 accomplices ; eight lay under
violent [ufpicion, but have no: yet con.
felfod any thing ; one, poifoned himfelf ;
~and, 1altly, 14 were arralied on fulpi-
cion, of whom five are fince releafed.

The Queen of Swedea in very il

The decealed King not long before his
eath defired that the conlpirators might
be pardoned, 2nd the afaflin himfell be
as mildly punifhed as the law would ad-
mit of,

Ttis faid, that Ankerfirom had attempt.
ed to flarve himfell to death, bot that he
had been forced to take nourifhment,

Al the inhabitanes of Staciials has
been forbid 10 bave any gunpowcer in
their houles, or to fell any.

Mou d require 1o be known ;—but a dif-’

Thincellor of Staue and of Courr. I
preferred addrefling mylelf to him, be-
caule 1 war fure, by his means, of intro-
décing whatever 1 chola to the know-
ledge of the Sovereign,

** 1 [2id every thing tothe Vice-Chan,
cellor which could uce a deBaitive
explanation, fuch ar you withed. I re~
prefanted (o himm how much our uneafi.
neh increafed avery day, upon oblervin,
the hoflile preparations dire@ed aﬂiu&
ug,

[M. Noaailles, after fome fimilar obfer.
vations, concluded his addrels 10 Count
Cofeezel by faying, that he had recsived
orders 1o demand a declaration by which
the Count of Vietna (hould renounca its
armamenls and coalifion ;and 1o an=
nounce, thar, in default of this declara.

tion, the Freach King will con! him-
felf to be in a Aate of war with Aufiria,
in which he would be the

whole nation, who wilh only for ap im-
mediate decifion, ] :

" Count Codenzel undertook to jullify
his Court from tha boftile views im
to it, and contended, that the reinforcs.
ments fent o Brifgew were for the pre-
fervation of order. !obferved, that fo
many precautions, afier the concert that
was known to ug, juified our alarms, I
infifted efpecially upon the conclufion of
this congert (o contrary to what wa might
expol from an ally,

' The reply of Count Colenzel confirm-
¢d mo in my former opinion, that his
coart did not wifl to artack us,but would
make requificions, which it would be dif-
Ecull 1o avoid without a war. He faid,
that the concert was no longer perfopal-
Iy to the King of Siungary ; that he could
not withdraw himfelf, but with other
couris ; and that this concert would con-
tinue un'il what remained 1o be fearled
with Frasce was brought to a conclafion.
e [pecified to me three polnte,

1. % That facisfaltion fhould be given
to the Princes poile floaed in Alface.

2. % Fhat fansfaltion fhould be given
1o the Pope for tbe county of Aoigren,

3. * That the neighbouring powers
fhall have no reafon for the apprehen-
fions, which arile from the prelent weak.
neflt of thainternal government of Frasce,

| afk:d Count Cedenzel, if, for an.
fwerto the reprefentarions which [ had
made hioy, 1 might fay, that his Court
2dlerzdto the official note of the 1oth
of March. The Minifter, perceiving
himfelf furrounded’by the circle which
1 had drawn, faid, that he would take di-
roftioos of his Majolly, aad inform me
of what he fhould be ordered to fay.

M. de Bifihefswerder (et out this day
upon his return 10 Berlin.  He would
have begun his jouraey fooner, but that
he waited for a circular letter, which
will be addrelfed to the colefzed Coutws,
and probably to the Staies of the Em.
pirey 3 Co-States, demanding froem exch
the afiltance that they have propofed
togive, either in money or men, in cafe
of war.

“ This, I am informed,was the motive
of hizdelay, but I have no certainty vp-
on the fubjedt.

“ M, de Bifthoffieeerder will flop 2t
Praguc to fee the Prince of fokenlodeand
agree with him upon the time and place
for an interview botween the Aultrian
General and the Duke of Brunfaick.—
This interview is expelled to take place
a Lapfic, in the courfe of a monih, Ac-
cording to the opinion, the Court of ¥i-
ezna bay adopred a plan purely defesfive,
notwithffanding (he endeavgurs of the
Court of Berlin to fuggeR anothes,"

szcoxo tevTez o7 M, Noarcexs,

I bave waited, Sir, for the anfwer
of the Count de Calenzel,  He has jult
informed me, on the part of ths Ring
of Hangary, that the note dated March
18 contains the anfwer 1o the den ands

which I had Beencharsed to renew * and

[N® 29, of vor. Xvil.

Qn Fridey his Majelty came 1o t
Affambly, the Members of which rofs
and were uncovered a1 he engered, and
took their feats when ke had reached his
place. The King then fpake as follows:
suz KING’s SPEECH.
;‘::utuguv, . ob-
14 vé come among you foran

Jje& of the highell importance in the
refent circumfances. My Miniler of
g‘m‘gn Affaina will read 10 you the re~
port which he made 10 me in Councll on

our fzoation with regard to Cermany."

The Minitter o! Foreign Affairs thea
went up, and ﬁlbding he King's fide, |
read the report, whic King bad no-

tified 10 the Affembly. T
Mixvra of the Camzvaz Counerr of
Faaxcs, addrifed to the Kixe.
“aing,

% When you took 2an oath of 6delity
to the Conftitution, you bicame tho ob-
joft of the hatred of theenemies of liber
ty. No nawural tie could ftop them, no
mative of slliance, of neighbourhood, of

ropriaty, could prevenc their enmity,

our ancient allies erafed your name out
of tha lift of Defpow, and from that
moment they forgot your u.jen{.
Bdality, The emigranis, rebels 1o the
laws of their couniry, are gone beyond
the fronriers to prapare a guilty aggref.
fion agsinft Fraxce,  They wifh to carry
into its botom fire and fword, Their rage
would have beea impoteat if the Foreign
Princes had ndt feconded and encoursg.
ed their criminal manceuyres, TheHouls
of Aufiria has done every thing 10 encou-
rago their nudacity,—The Houfo of 4uf~
trez, who fince the treaty of 1736 has
found us good and faithful allies,  This
treaty, Sire, fabjefted s to ths ambitious
views of this Houle, She enzaged urin
all her wars, to which fne called us her
allies, Wo have been gtodigd of our
blood in the crael tragedies of defpotifm.
The inftare that the Houfe of Aufric
faw fhe could no looger govern us for
her purpofes, (he brcame our caemy.

eIt was Aullria that had ficred up a-
gainft France the refllels Nonthern Po-
1entate, whofe tyrannical phrenzy had v
laft made him fall under the fword of an
affaffin, It war Awfirig, who in office,
of which Furspe fhall judge, advifed one
party of Frenchmeea 10 take up arms a-
geinft the other. The note of the coart
of Vieana, of the 18th Feb, was in truth
a declaration of war. M, Kawritz thero
svows the leagus of the powers againft
France. Thedeath of Lespald, ooght to
have made fome change in this ambitious
fyftezn, but we have fcen the contrary.

“The not¢ of the 18:th of March is
the ultimatum of the Court of Fitara.—
‘This noie ir more proveking ftill than
the former, The King of Huzgary wifk.
cs wp might fubmit our’ Conttitution (o
his revifion—and he docs not difembdlo
the projeét of arming Frenchmea againft
Frenchmen,

* Sire,” continues the Minifter, *in
charging ma with the adminiftration of
Foreign Affairs you have impoled on mo
the tellingyou the trath : L proceed to
tell you the rruthe=l: refults from this
explofure, that the treaty of §736 is bro-
ken, in fadl, by the Houfe of Aufriaz
that the maintenance of a Leagus of the
Powersivan at of hoflility 3gaioll Framer,
and that yeu ought 1his inflant to order
M, Noaiters, your Embafadoar, to
guit the Court of [ismma without taking
teave. Sirs, the Aufrian iroops are on the
marchethe camps are matked out—for-
irefles are building:~The Nation, by ite
gath, on the 14th july, has declared thar
any man who fhalt sccede to an uncon..
fricutional pegociation is a traitor.  Tha
delay grantedto Awfrias bxpired—your
honour is attzcked—ike nazion is infulie
ed=therelore there semaing for you ro
other part ro take but 1a make to the Na-
f 2%ann) A fanilia2ha Pavmmaliea s 2 o o




