America's First Newspaper

America's first continuously-published newspaper, the Boston News-Letter published its first issue on April 24, 1704.
John Campbell, a bookseller and postmaster of Boston, was its first editor, printing the newspaper on what was then
referred to as a half-sheet. It originally appeared on a single page, printed on both sides and issued weekly.

In the early years of its publication the News-Letter was filled mostly with news from London journals detailing the
intrigues of English politics, and a variety of events concerning the European wars. The rest of the newspaper was
filled with items listing ship arrivals, deaths, sermons, political appointments, fires, accidents and the like.

One of the most sensational stories published when the News-Letter was the only newspaper in the colonies was the the
account of how Blackbeard the pirate was killed in hand-to-hand combat on the deck of a sloop that had engaged his
ship in battle.

Campbell relinquished his stewardship of the paper in 1722 to Bartholomew Green, its printer. As editor, Green
devoted less space to overseas events and more to domestic news. When Green died after a decade as its editor, the
News-Letter was inherited by his son John Draper, also a printer. Draper proved to be a better editor and publisher than
his predecessors. He enlarged the paper to four good-sized pages, filling it with news from Boston, other towns
throughout the colonies, and from abroad.

On view here is the May 14, 1761 issue of the News-Letter. The front page is displayed in its entirety. Notice the credit
line Printed by J. Draper appearing under the masthead. As was the custom then, the front page was devoted to events
overseas. This issue contains news from London, a speech by the King to the House of Commons, and various accounts
from Westminster and Whitehall.

Also displayed from this issue is an ad from the back page for a Scheme of a Lottery. The lottery was created to sell
6000 tickets at $2 each to raise funds to pave the highway in Charlestown from the Ferry to the Neck. Of the
$12,000 to be raised, according to the ad, $10,800 is earmarked for prizes and $1200 for paving the highway.


http://www.earlyamerica.com/review/2005_winter_spring/john_campbell.htm
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Jromy Liverpool, aad Capr. Lavine, wwbs is ar-
rived at New-York from the fame Place, in 7
Weeks, and by Capr. Finglaly asbo g arrived
alfo frers London, wve buve the follswing In-

D O N, Faruar 23,

Madrid, January 2, )

: OQuwever deficous the K'ng'mughtbe o
[4 employ his mediation reconciling
the Fowers at war, that mateer is pow
dropt. Oa the contrary, requilitioon be-
ing made w0 the Counts of Vienaa and

Verfiilles, w oith_certaiv wegolusigas with ref]
@ ltaly, 303 the anfwers reccived not being agreablc,
bis Majeity hath taken his refolution to ofc the
meany which God hath pat ino his hasds, to feele

thofc matters himfelf, cither smicably or by com. -

Ifion, 1o confequence of which, it is not doabied
5:. a war will b:qk.indlod in fraly which will cofl
much blood, 7 g

* The Spaciards fee with pain the many farours
granted to lealians ; and cabals are g — Itis
given out Uhat the King takes no pleafure wo Spain ;
and in order 1o get back into Isaly, waats to place
PDoa Lewison 1he Spanih throoe ; 20d tomike him-

*cif defpoic in the greatcll part of laly,aad deprive
the Dake of Parma of moft of bis claims. It is ad-
ded, that 1he Courts of Loodoa and T'arin have been
alrcady founded, to know how far they are difpofed
to a defeafive treary, that the King may be ablc ro

om»{: thofe of Vicnna and Vefailles, if the (hoald

U] perfift in the anfwee have given, viz, That

they could not thick of thofe matters while the Ger-
war continued.,

e From the LONDON GAZETTE.

WESTMINSTER, Much 3, 1761,
His Majetly gave the Roval Affent to feveral pub-
lick and 23 privase Afls.  After which His Majcity
was pleafcd 1o make the following mud gracious

Speech.
My Fards and Gentlemen, :
’U:’&N granting new comusiGions to the judges,

o/ the prefent faze of thels offices Kl vatarally
nder conlideratiou.

In confequence of the AR pafied in the "iﬂ of
my late glocious predeceflor King William the third,
for fextling the fuccellion 1o the crawn in my family,
their commifions have been made during their
Behaviour 3 but, notwithflanding thae wilk providion,
thaic ofices have determined wpoa the demile of the
<rown, or At the expiration of 6 ponths afterwards, in

inflance of that nature which has bappened.

1 look opon the independency, and cprightnefs of
the jodges of the land, a1 effenrial to the impartial
‘admusiitiation of jullice, as 0sc of the bedl fecurities
to the rights and liberum of iy loving fabjedls, and
as molt conducive 1o the hozour of the crown 3 and [
Lome now to recopimend this intercfiag objcik to
the confideration of parliament, in order that fuch
fusther provifion may be made, for kearing the jadges
in the Eajoymeot of iheir offices, during their
bebariour, notwithdanding any fuch demife, as
fhall be molt expedicat.

Gentlemen of the Houlz of Commans,

I enult defire of yoa in particular, that I may be ca-
abled to graat snd efablity upin the judges fuch
falaries av [ Ball chink proper, fo a1 1o be & ful’-m'v
fecared to them duriag the contiauance of their
comnsifions,

My Lords and Gentlemen,

I'have nothing to.add, batmy thanks for the great
vnanini M?plkllhn. with which you hare car-
ried o= :Zc wk hufineli, and to defire you 1o pro.
<end with the fame pood Jifpoiition, aed with Fud.
difpatch that this feflion may be f0n brou;ln wa
happy conclufinn,

Parii, Janwary 26, Marfhal Doke of Belicifle
died yelterday 3t Veeailles, aged fovesty.cight, —
Me wis Koight of the order of ihe H:l, Gholt, aod
thit of the Golden Fleece 5 a Prince of the Empire,
and Governor of the three bifhopeicks of Merz, Toul,
and Veedoa, Hia bodyis to be interred at the abbey
tharch of St. Deanis, the barial place of the royal
Fawily.

' Couecils arc freqacarly held on the difpatehés re.
ceired from abroad, aod are thavght 10 be relatire
2o a prace 3 and as feeeral peutral powers feem 10
%o fct about thit work in caraclt, we begin 10 bope
At may besccomplihed | iF not, the war will rage
swith greater fury 3 s fomc arrangemzats, efpecially

concerniog luly, will frenly contridbere thereto, —

“We already fee propiratioss which keave ns 5o doahe

* him; which were g

Hambargh, Fanuary 23. The Doke of Mccklen-
bargh who had laiely retired to Lubeck, is retorned
to schwerio, the sfval place of his relidence, after
bavidg ageed with 1he Praficns with regard to the
contribationd they hud required, which have been re-
duced 1o 1,500,000 crowns, oac thitd of which, it

is fuid, hethas ageced 1o gay himfeli ; the et by
31: noblc&--f‘ itaons of the country,

WasTains e, Februan 25,
HIS Day an arrived at the Earl of
. Hold s e, with leuers of the 210t
inlt, from - Maj. Gea, Yorke, his Majelty's

g with & pas dcnh:&co:ﬂ of
the operations of his ¥ajely’s armydn Hefie,
the 16thinfl. from N-.-_’.:g".o, the head quarters of
Prince Ferdinaod of Braolwiek o o\ . A
—The army affembled on the gih, inll, at tbdufil'-
{ereot points of readczroas oa the Dymel, e Rhioe
aodin Saurland; Pr. Ferdioand went the fame day 10
Giefinae, where Licur. Gen, Gillac bad sarched with
the carps under his orders, the sext day the troops
balted & the difpofitions for the motions of ithe whole
were ¢ommanicated to the Geacrals.

1tth, The army marched in 4 columad, each co-
luma precceded by a vanguard of picquets, formed
inte bartalions and fquadrons, and commanded by a
General, The Geacraly were Ligut. Gea. Gilfue, the
hereditary Prince, &cn. Breidenbach, and Sporcken,
AtCaflicherg, Gen. Breidcobach took 100 prifaticrs.

On “the 12th Gen., Gilfac marched to Deatenberg,
where the vanguards of all the colamas rejoined, and
were asgmented with fome cavalry, and the Marquis
of Granby was appointed 10 command thar corps,
The hereditary Printe cantoned his corps abour Zuf-
chen from wheece he went with a few battalioss ta
Firzlan, aod attack’d it with geeat [pirit but without
eflcd@, forthey madea defence. On the 13th
Gen. Breidenbach took podlcfion of a magazince of
40,000 rations at Rothentbal, and advanced to Mar-
parg, which he auempted without fuceefs, and was
killed in the attack.  The bofs of shis excellent Ge-
mcral is greatly lamented. Gea. d'Obein has been
appeinied 10 fucceed hint,

14th, Lord Graoby cater'd the village of Gudaf-
berg,ahere he fousd fome previfion and foruge.
The garrifon of 200 men retired into the old cafile,

chuday morning lomc bombs baving been thiown
into the town of Fitzlat, Col. de Natbonac offer'd 1o
capilate, if the mok honourable terms were allow'd
cf § him ia "‘.'ﬁ:l'bk
brave deleece, upoa caadition however, that -
rifon Mould not ferve ducing the prefear emp!:n
the commander haring refafed to fabferibe 10 that
condition a brik casaosade was- begun again, and
coatioucd for balf an Rour, aleer which the terna
were acceped,  Yeflerday the enemy attacked the
port of Geataangen near Fel birg, but were repulfed
with the lofi ol Lwo officers aod tweaty foldicrs.

We have further accoantt that Guderfberg had
furreadec'd 10 ehe Marqais of Grandy, and advice
jalt receired from Geo. Sporken, at Thomalprack
upoa the Unflrut, we hkewifc learn, that he in coa-
jenftioa with the Pruliies, bad attacked the Saxeos
inthole puts, and bebides cutting a great eusmber of
them to piccet, he had takin five Saxoa battalioas
prifonces of war,

Hitebalt, March3. Thia day another exprefs
arrived from Maj. Gen, Yorke, as follows.
PrinceFerdinasd'sbcadgzarters at Haxfen, Feb, 13,

The commandact of Yitzhar havi d the
conditions offer’d him, march'd out of the wwn with
bis corps coalillieg of 985 men, belides 105 wounad-
€d. — Oa the 37th, the arary advanced 1o Ober Voo
fehatz thevan 100k pofefEos of the pufs of Feliberg,
aod Gea. Zallrow of the pafi of Neidee Mcllerick.—
The hereditary Prince got before baod of the eacmy,
acd took pofie€ioa of the poil of Meborg,  The Prince
of Schaumboarg: Lippe, 1ok the commund of a great
body of the army which reensioed pear Caffel.  The
fame day our 1r0ops ecter’d Melfonger, which M,
Broflie.l [ the evening before, in order 10 repair to
Hufchfeld.  The cnemy bad oaly time to deltroy »
rare of the magaz'ae there, 2 ¢cen derable quastity of
meal and farage fell i=to oot handy, aifo saother con-
Gderable mag . zioe at Ober Morfchea,

M. d'Ohcimn haviag kearst the 17th that M, de
Miopcou was with by corps at Sachfenderg, pat
bimfelfin motion 1he 18:b, 0 match towards the
cecmy, whafe sdvanced goard hie met with between
Sachlcnberg asd Neocokirches, it was immediaely
attack'd and roated, M. de Maupeon licutcaant-ge-

octal, who was there in peifun, was takea with #licar,
2okeatl Cot Al st ks o RS RS e o 1T ety g e I

© pufh the Polls farther o,

Oa the 19th the cocay abindoned Hisfchfeld, and
fet fice to the magazise, our 1oops enter'd the next
day, aod faved preat pare of the magazits, which
hiad coafifted of 30 000 fucks of meal,\ §9,000 of oaty,
and 2 million ravans of hay. - Tle Freoch t1oops
which Jeft that place in the night, and masch'd to-
wards Fulda, were 13 bartahons, <

All the artillery and bigpage of the five Saxnn
barealions made pnfoncrs by Geweral sporciken, likes
wite fell into has hands,

Un the 19th, News came from M. de Sporcken
( by Caprain de Borch, his Aid-de:Camp, ) — That
M. de Luckaer: steacked (he 12th, the Freach and
Swils Greoadiens, who had putfed 1he Nighe usder
Armas, in the Woad of Dorne, . ovesmgeinid hin ad.
Yanced Fofls at Ancrode and Backewride, He puly-
ed them a3 fac ag’ e Meighes of Egericien, “where
they gaiced a thick Wood, which Coant de Solms
bad fortified by felled Trees. They &anonaded
cach other.  The Enemy feceived Reéinforecments
trom the Quarters 0a the Wera; dnd ihole of 1he
Saxons, 8

Tht Night coming on, M de Sporcken could not
affemble his Mea, fo astoundertake any siog agaioit
the Enemy; he coatented Limklf wiry makirg (wine
Changes ib thé Difpofitict-of hiy Quarecrs, and fo
The Skumifhes of his
Dagoomu'u forty Met i kifled and v ounled, “The
Lafs of the Egemy was: more confdctable, acd four
Officers and §oof their Mea were 1, kea,

M. de Sporken pat his Tronps'in Order of Dattle
the 13th, ary o'Clock in the ‘Morniag, upan the
Heighe called Eifberg; bur Aaving foued the Eacmy

bly rélaforced ; thar they had occupicd ail
the Waods where the Horfe'could not adls and thas
the Teoops of his Pruffan Malely were 4t the Bil-
tanccofthree Marcaes, he refolyed to poft aheUnltoue
at Silberbaufen and Hortlaar, 10 draw near iz by
forced March,

The Corps of Profans advanced 1he - i 1o the
Height of Langecfalize, which was otcdpicl Ly
30003axons. M. de Sporken occupiadt the Village on
the left Sideof the Rier Uallrar, with the Tronps
of his firfl Linc, and drew thale of bis fecond Liee
a3 pear it as pofftic, q

He agreed with M. de Sibourg, that the ProfSon
Troops thoold pifs theUnfteur ac Merxicben, walit
he m« itac Thomafbiack, and M, de Luckner at
BJ + In the Night the Bridges, which the E-
acmy had broken, were repaired.

The Prufian Cavalry got through the Paffage of
Mereklelled, while their Canvon was baugriag the
Town of Langeafaleze, Eighe Squadrans of M, de
Sporcken's filt Lise paffed at Thumafbruck with a
Bndg of Chaffcars, aad a Squadron of Luckner's,
whale whole Cerps could ot pafs, the Waters cone
tioaing ot al! k€ Day. In the mean Time the Pref-
Giao Caralry fell upoa the Estmy, who were goisg
ostol Laagecfilze ; and M. de Sporcken’s Corps
did fo likewife upoa the Traops whach were comicg
down the Hill w0 their ARRarce,

M. d¢ Sparckea competes the Eesmy's Lofs that
Day at $200 men, at the f1a¢ Time that bis owe
fearcely exceeds 1000,  Licat, Gea. Hodecberg was
wounded and ke Prifoser.

The Prudians took 3 Bartalions, and 7 Picces of
Capzos; azd M. de sporcken's Troops tosk tuo
Battalioas a0d €x Picces of Canaca.

LONDON, Jacwary 31,

His Profan Majelly's affiiis ace at prefeat in ex-
ecllcot order 3 bis army is very nomerous ; his ma-
gziact properly difpafed, and wellrepleoihed, He
hay fought peace while bz was preparing for war ;
aad tbe pablic will receive the mofl avthiectic proofs
of the veracity of thefs afferioas from bis carly ope-
ratioos, which muy polidly decide the fate of the
campaizo almol as f00a a3 it is begen.

A lewier from the Bead-gaarters of the sllied arm
at Nicdealein in Hea, duted Feb. 16, bas thefe
Words, ‘' We hare now got jato the couslry we
fo long caried the French, who cojoyed much brecer
Winter-qaarten thae we ; and thit migaziacs of fo-
e arcalready failes isto 0ar huads, the largeft of
which is at Fuitzlar ; theugh that taken atRothental,
b{ the much laneated Gea, Bricdenbach, (who was
afterwarda kill'd i an unlozeefifial suceproposMar-
Porg) was mo incoafiderable ope, "

Leviers from Hambergh advife, thag fire batuli-
o003, and bee fqaadrons of Meckleobarg treops, arc
eateced ineo the feevice of Great: Britala,

Advices fiom Paris aed Vienpy apree, that the

| Courtof Madrid jaGils ypos aSettlement in lealv for



Charleflown, May 2, 1761,
SCHEME of a LOTTERY,
FGR 1aifing a Sum of Money for Paving the
Publick High-\Way in Cherlylown, from the
Ferry to the Neck (fo called) agreeable 10 an A&
of theGeneralCourt paffed in Afrif 1760. Where-
in Fames Rufell, EL; Meli'vs Caleb Calf, lfaac
Fofler, Nathkaniel Rand, Dgvid Newell, Samuel
Kent and Jabez iVhittemsre, or any three of them
are appointed Managers, who are iworn to the
faithful Performaace of their Trufk,
Charleflown-LOTTERY, No. Tarer,
Canfifts of 600 Tickers, «Twa Doliars each,
1521 of which are Beuriit Tickets of the follow-
ing Value, viz, .
it Prizc of 7¢0 Dollars, is 730 Dollars

H of goc is . go0
1 of 250 =+ " is . 250
T of 200 "' s 200
10 of 100 are 1000
10 of 30 are 500
1”2 of 40 are 480
15 o; 20 arc 300
> of 10 are, 900
l?:_'o of 8 are 800
1280 of 4 are 5120
1521 Prizes, 19,800 Dollars,
4479 Blanks.

6ooo Tickéts,at 2 Dollars each, is r2000 Dollars,
' To bepaid in Prizes, 10,800 Dollars,

Remains 1200 Dollars
to be applicd'to the Parpofc aforefaid.

[ Between two and three Blanks 10 & Prize. J

By this Scheime and State of the Accouat, it 2p-
pears that there will be no Dedaétion out of ¢
Prizes—And as this Lottery is formed for a Public
Benelit, and calcalated fo muchin Favour of Ad-
veoturers, the Maoagers doubt not ofa fpeedy
Sale of the Tickets, and that they fball be able to
draw in a fhort. Time ; as a great Number of
Tickets are alrzc!& engag'd. ;

Public and nable Notice will be given fo
the Time and Place of Drawing ; and as foon a3
itis finithed, a Lift of the Prizes will be Pablifhed
in Edys and Gill's Byfien Gazette and Camiry
Fournal,and the Money paid to the Poffeifors of
the Benefit Tickets in Tweaty Days; and as
Gold as well as Silver will be reccived for Tickets,
the Prizes will be paid off in likc Maaner, -

Prizes not demanded in Twelve Months after
Drawing, will be deemed as generoufly given to the
common Stack for Pasing faid Way, and will be
applied accordingly.

" TICKETS to be Sold’ by the Managers at
their refpeétive Dwelling-Houfes in Charlgflown ;
and by Green & Ruffell and Edes & Gill, at vicir
‘Printing Offices in Queen-Street, Bofa.
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