
Whereas it is the duty of all nations to acknowledge the providence of Almighty God, to obey his will, to be grateful for 

his benefits, and humbly to implore his protection and favor .... And also that we may then unite in most humbly 

offering our prayers and supplications to the great Lord and Ruler of Nations, and beseech him to pardon our national 

and other transgressions .... To promote the knowledge and practice of true religion and virtue . 

 

October 3, 1789 

George Washington 

 


