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f all the various subjects in the catalogue of sports and 
pastimes, there is none more sure of arousing the 
enthusiasm of our American boys generally, than that 
which forms the title of this book. Traps and Trapping, 
together with its kindred branches, always have been and 
always will  be subjects of great interest among boys, and 
particularly so to those who live in the country. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

It  is  a  fact  to  be  regretted  that  we  have  so  few  examples  of  "Boys'  Books" 
published in this country. There are a few English works of this character, that 
are  very  excellent  as  far  as  they  go,  but  are  nevertheless  incomplete  and 
unsatisfactory to the wants of American boys, dwelling largely on sports which 
are  essentially  English,  and  merely  touching  upon  or  utterly  excluding  other 
topics which are of the utmost interest to boys of this country. In no one of these 
books, so far as the author of the present volume knows, is the subject of Traps 
considered  to  any  fair  extent,  and  those  examples  which  are  given,  represent 
only  the  most  common  and  universal  varieties  already  known  to  the  general 
public. 

 
With these facts in mind, the author has entered with zealous enthusiasm upon 

the  preparation  of  a  work  which  shall  fill  this  odd  and  neglected  corner  in 
literature, and judging from the reminiscences of his own boyish experiences, he 
feels certain that in placing such a volume within reach of the public, he supplies 
a long felt want in the hearts of his boy-friends throughout the land. 

 
Far  be  it  from  us  in  the  publication  of  this  volume,  to  be  understood  as 

encouraging the wanton destruction of poor innocent animals. Like all kindred 
sports, hunting and fishing for example, the sport of Trapping may be perverted 
and  carried  to  a  point  where  it  becomes  simple  cruelty,  as  is  always  the  case 
when pursued for the mere excitement it brings. If  the poor victims are to serve 
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no use after their capture, either as food, or in the furnishing of their plumage 

or skins for useful purposes, the sport becomes heartless cruelty, and we do not 
wish  to  be  understood  as  encouraging  it  under  any  such  circumstances.  In  its 
right  sense  trapping  is  a  delightful,  healthful,  and  legitimate  sport,  and  we 
commend it to all our boy-readers. 

 
It shall be the object of the author to produce a thoroughly practical volume, 

presenting as far as possible such examples of the trap kind as any boy, with a 
moderate   degree   of   ingenuity,   could   easily   construct,   and   furthermore   to 
illustrate  each  variety  with  the  utmost  plainness,  supplemented  with  the  most 
detailed description. 

 
With  the  exception  of  all  "clap-trap," our  volume  will  embrace  nearly  every 

known  example  of  the  various  devices  used  for  the  capture  of  Bird,  Beast,  or 
Fowl, in all countries, simplifying such as are impracticable on account of their 
complicated  structure,  and  modifying  others  to  the  peculiar  adaptation  of  the 
American Trapper. 

 

 

Devices, which inflict  cruelty and prolonged suffering, shall, as far as possible, 
be excluded, as this is not a necessary qualification in any trap, and should be 
guarded  against  wherever  possible.  Following  out  the  suggestion  conveyed 
under the   title of "The Trapper," we shall present full  and ample directions for 
baiting  traps,  selections  of  ground  for  setting,  and  other  hints  concerning  the 
trapping of all our principal game and wild animals, valuable either as food or 
for their fur. In short, our book shall form a complete trapper's guide, embracing 
all necessary information on the subject, anticipating every want, and furnishing 
the most complete and fully illustrated volume on this subject ever presented to 
the public. In vain did the author of this work, in his younger days, search the 
book stores and libraries in the hopes of finding such a book, and many are the 
traps and snares which necessity forced him to invent and construct for himself, 
for want of just such a volume. Several of these original inventions will  appear 
in the present work for the first time in book form, and the author can vouch for 
their excellence, and he might almost say, their infallibility,  for in their perfect 
state he has never yet found them to "miss" in a single instance. 

 
As the writer's mind wanders back to his boyish days, there is one autumn in 

particular which shines out above all the rest; and that was when his traps were 
first set and were the chief source of his enjoyment. The adventurous excitement 
which sped him on in those daily tramps through the woods, and the buoyant, 
exhilarating effect of the exercise can be realized only by those who have had 
the  same  experience.  The  hope  of  success,  the  fears  of  disappointment,  the 
continual  suspense  and  wonder  which  fill  the  mind  of  the  young  trapper,  all 
combine to invest this sport with a charm known to no other. Trapping does not 
consist merely in the manufacture and setting of the various traps. The study of 
the  habits  and  peculiarities  of  the  different  gameðhere  becomes  a  matter  of 
great  importance;  and  the  study  of  natural  history  under  these  circumstances 
affords a continual source of pleasure and profit. 

 
Among  the  most  useful,  although  the  most  cruel,  of  inventions  used  by  the 

professional trapper are the steel traps; so much so that the author would gladly 
omit them. But as they   are of such unfailing action, of such universal efficacy, 
and  in  many  cases  are  the  only  ones  that  can  be  used,  any  book  on  trapping 
would certainly be incomplete without them. The scope of our volume not only 
embraces  the  arts  of  trapping  and  trap-making,  but  extends  further  into  the 
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subject of the wild life of a trapping campaign,ðcontaining full  directions for 

building log cabins, and shanties; boats and canoes; hints on food and cooking 
utensils; also full  directions for the curing and tanning of fur skins,ðin short, a 
complete repository of all useful information pertaining to the life and wants of a 
professional trapper. 

 
In the preparation of the work no pains have been spared to insure clearness in 

general directions, and every point which would be likely to puzzle the reader 
has  been  specially  covered  by  separate  illustration.  In  this  particular  it  stands 
unique in the list of boys' books. Every difficulty has been anticipated, and in 
every  instance  the  illustrations  will  be  found  thoroughly  comprehensive  and 
complete. That the care and thoroughness which has been displayed throughout 
the  work,  and  to  which  its  pages  will  bear  witness,  may  meet  with  the 
appreciation and enthusiastic approval of every boy-reader throughout the land, 
is the most earnest hope of 
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Hippopotamus Trap.ðThe terrible Harpoon used by the African Trapper.ðDifferent Modes 
of Setting the Down Fall.ðModification of the Down Fall for small animals.ðTHE BEAR 
TRAP.ðVarious  Methods  of  Setting.ðHoney  as  Bait  for  Bear.ðBait  for  Puma.ðTHE 
PITFALL.ðUse of the Trap in Asia as a means of defence against the Tiger.ðDisposition 
of the Bait.ðWonderful agility  of  the Puma.ðNiceties required in  the  construction  of the 
Pitfall.ðTHE  LOG  COOP  TRAP.ðVarious  animals  for  which  it  is  adapted.ðDifferent 
Modes of Setting.ðTHE CORRALL OR HOPO of Afr ica.ðIts Construction and Appalling 
Effects.ðTHE NET TRAP.ðIts Use in the Capture of the Lion and the Tiger.ðAmerican 
animals to which it may be adapted.ðTwo Methods of Setting.ðBIRD LI ME.ðIts Use for 
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HEDGE NOOSES.ðPeculiarities of the Grouse.ðSelection of Ground.ðTHE TRIANGLE 
TREE  SNARE.ðA  Hawk  captured  by  the  device.ðThe  Wire  Noose,  as  arranged  for  the 
capture  of  the  Woodchuck,  Muskrat,  and  House  Rat.ðTHE  TWITCH-UP.ðSelection  of 
Ground   for   Setting.ðVarious   Modes   of   Constructing   the   Traps.ðTHE   POACHERS' 
SNARE.ðIts   portabili ty.ðTHE   PORTABLE   SNARE.ðIts   Peculiar  Advantages.ðThe 
"Simplest"  Snare.ðThe  valuable  principle  on  which  it  is  Constructed.ðIts  Portabil ity.ð 
Various  Adaptations  of  the  Principle.ðTHE  QUAIL  SNARE.ðIts  ample  capabilities  of 
Capture.ðPeculiarities of the Quail.ðSuccessful Baits.ðTHE BOX SNARE.ð 
Modification  in  a  very  small  scale.ðTHE  DOUBLE  BOX  SNARE.ðThe  Animals  for 
which  it  is  Adapted.ðGROUND  SNARES.ðTHE  OLD-FASHIONED  SPINGLE.ðTHE 
IMPROVED SPINGLE.ðObjections to Ground Snares.ðTHE FIGURE FOUR GROUND 
SNARE.ðTHE PLATFORM SNARE. 
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THE   SIEVE   TRAP.ðTHE   BRICK   TRAP.ðTHE   COOP   TRAPðImproved   Method   of 

Setting.ðDefects  of  the  old  style.ðTHE  BAT  FOWLING  NET.ðIts  Use  in  England.ð 
How the Dark Lantern is Used by Bird Catchers.ðTHE CLAP NET.ðIts Extensive Use in 
Foreign Countries.ðDecoy Birds.ðThe "Bird Whistle" used in place of decoy.ðWonderful 
Skill  attained in the Use of the Bird Whistle.ðSelection of Trapping Ground.ðTHE BIRD 
WHISTLE   Described.ðIts   Use   and   Marvelous   Capabilities.ðTHE   WILD   GOOSE 
TRAP.ðIts Extensive Use in the Northern Cold Regions for the Capture of the Goose and 
Ptarmigan.ðTame  Goose  Used  as  Decoys.ðGravel  as  Bait.ðTHE  TRAP  CAGE.ðA 
Favorite  Trap  among  Bird  Catchers.ðCall  Birds.ðTHE  SPRING  NET  TRAP.ðRubber 
Elastic  as  Spring  Power.ðA  SIMPLER  NET  TRAP.ðCommon  Faults  in  many  Bird 
Traps.ðComplicated  Construction  as  Unnecessary  Feature.ðRequisites  of  a  good  Bird 
Trap.ðHints on Simple Mechanism.ðDifferent Modes of Constructing Hinge.ðHoop Iron 
Used as Spring Power.ðManner of Tempering Spring.ðTHE UPRIGHT NET TRAP.ðA 
Second   Method   of   Constructing   Platform.ðTHE   BOX   OWL   TRAP.ðVentilation   a 
Desirable Feature in all Box Traps.ðTin Catch for Securing Cover in Place.ðPeculiar Mode 
of Baiting for Birds.ðModification of Perch.ðBaiting for the Owl.ðLocality for Setting.ð 
The  Owl  in  Captivity.ðIts  Food.ðHints  on  the  Care  of  the  Bird.ðTHE  BOX  BIRD 
TRAP.ðCigar Box Used as a Trap.ðTHE PENDANT BOX TRAP.ðVentilation.ðSimple 
Mechanism.ðCare   in   Construction   of   Bearings.ðTHE   HAWK   TRAP.ðA   "Yankee" 
Invention.ðStiff -Pointed  Wires  Effectually  Use  in  the  Capture  of  the  Hawk.ðOwl  also 
Captured by the Same Device.ðTHE WILD DUCK NET.ðIts Use in Chesapeake Bay.ð 
Manner  of  Constructing  the  Net.ðDecoy  Ducks.ðBait  for  the  Ducks.ðTHE  HOOK 
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TRAP.ðIts cruel Mode of Capture.ðPeculiar Bait for Ducks.ðTHE "FOOL'S CAP" TRAP.ð 
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Flower Converted into a Trap.ðMasticated Wheat as Bird Lime.ðIts Ready Removal from the 
Feathers.ðDelicate Organization of the Humming Bird.ðKil led by Fright.ðUse of its 
Plumage.ðSnares for the Humming Bird.ðBlow Guns Successfully  Used for its Capture.ð 
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the Dead Fall.ðTHE GAROTTE.ðIts Singular Mode of Capture.ðIts Common Victims.ð 
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Trapping.ðHints on the Selection of Traps.ðREQUISITES OF A GOOD STEEL TRAP.ð 
The   Newhouse   Trap.ðVarious   sizes.ðRat   Trap.ðMuskrat   Trap.ðMink   Trap.ðFox 
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Animals.ðNecessity of the Study of their Habits.ð"Practical Natural History."ðTrapping 
Without  Bait.ðRun-ways  or  By-paths.ðHow  Utilized  by  the  Trapper.ðHow  Detected.ð 
Favorable  Localities  for  the  Setting  of  the  Steel  Trap.ðNatural  Advantages.ðEntrapping 
animals  through  their  Sense  of  Smell.ðRemarkable  Power  of  Scent  Baits.ðTheir  great 
value  in  the  Capture  of  the  Beaver.ðCaution  in  Handling  the  Steel  Trap.ðEffect  of  the 
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AMBER.ðOIL  OF  AMBERGRIS.ðOIL  OF  ANISE.ðIts  General  Use  as  a  "Universal 
Medicine."ðSWEET  FENNEL.ðCUMMINðFENUGREEKð LAVENDERð 
COMPOUND   MEDICINEðTHE   TRAILðIts   Object   and   Value.ðVarious   Modes   of 
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Raccoon.ðRemarkable Imprint of its Paw.ðSeason for Trapping the Coon.ðHow to Trap the 
Coon.ðVarious Modes of Setting the Trap.ðUse of the "medicines" or "Scent Baits."ð 
Other Traps for the Animal.ðDirections for Removing the Skin, and Stretching the Pelt.ð 
THE BADGER.ðIts Peculiar Markings.ðUse of the Hair.ðNest of the Badger.ðNumber 
of  Young.ðFood  of  the  Animal.ðIts  Remarkable  Fondness  for  Honey.ðIts  Cunning.ð 
Remarkable Instincts.ðIts Shrewdness.ðHow to Trap the Badger.ðVarious Baits.ðUse of 
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