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PREEACE

f all the various subjects the catalogue of sports and
pastimes, there is none more sure of arousing the
enthusiasm of our Americdoys generally, than that
which forms the title ofthis book. Traps and Trapping,
together with its kindred branches, always have been and
alwayswill be subjects of great interest among boys, and
particularly so to those who live in the country.

It is a fact to be regrettedthat we have so few examplesof "Boys' Books"

publishedin this country. Thereare a few Englishworks of this characterthat

are very excellent as far as they go, but are neverthelessncomplete and

unsatisfactoryto the wantsof Americanboys, dwelling largely on sportswhich

are essentiallyEnglish, and merely touching upon or utterly excluding other

topicswhich are of the utmostinterestto boysof this country.In no oneof these
books,so far asthe authorof the preset volumeknows, is the subjectof Traps

consideredo any fair extent,and those exampleswhich are given, represent
only the most common and universalvarieties already known to the general
public.

With thesefactsin mind, the authorhasenteredwith zealousenthusiasnupon Page 4
the preparationof a work which shall fill this odd and neglectedcornerin
literature,andjudging from the reminiscencesof his own boyishexperienceshe
feelscertainthatin plaang suchavolumewithin reach ofthe public, he supplies
a long felt want in the hearts of his bfsiends throughout the land.

Far be it from us in the publication of this volume, to be understood as
encouraginghe wantondestructionof poor innocentanimals.Like all kindred
sports,huntingandfishing for example the sportof Trappingmay be perverted
and carriedto a point whereit becomessimple cruelty, as is alwaysthe case
whenpursuedfor the mere excitementt brings. If the poor victims areto seve



no useatfter their capture eitherasfood, or in the furnishingof their plumage
or skinsfor usefulpurposesthe sportbecomeseartlesruelty, andwe do not
wish to be understoodas encouragingt under any such circumstancesin its
right sensetrappingis a delightful, healthful, and legitimate sport, and we
commend it to all our beyeaders.

It shall be the objectof the authorto producea thoroughlypractical volume,
presentingasfar as possiblesuchexampes of the trap kind asany boy, with a
moderate degree of ingenuity, could easily construct, and furthermore to
illustrate eachvariety with the utmost plainness supplemated with the most
detailed description.

With the exaegption of all "clap-trap,” our volume will embracenearly every
known exampleof the variousdevicesusedfor the captureof Bird, Beast,or
Fowl, in all countries,simplifying suchasareimpractcableon accountof their
complicated structure, and modifying othersto the peculiar adgptation of the
AmericanTrapper.

Deviceswhichinflict cruety andprolongedsuffering,shdl, asfar aspossible,
be excluded,asthis is not a necessaryualificationin any trap, and shouldbe
guarded against wherever possible. Following out the suggestionconveyed
underthe title of "The Trapper,"we shall presentfull andampledirectionsfor Fage >
baiting traps, selectionsof groundfor setting, and other hints concerningthe
trappingof all our principal gameandwild animals,valuableeitherasfood or
for their fur. In short,our book shallform a completetrapper'syuide,embracing
all necesary information on the subject,anticipatingevery want, andfurnishing
the mostcomplete andfully illustrated volume on this subjecteverpresentedo
the public. In vain did the authorof this work, in his youngerdays, searchthe
book storesandlibrariesin the hopesof finding sucha book, andmanyarethe
trapsandsnareswhich necessityforcedhim to inventandconstructfor himself,
for want of just sucha volume. Severalof these original inventionswill appear
in the presentwork for thefirst time in book form, andthe authorcanvouchfor
their excellenceand he might almostsay, their infalibility, for in their perfect
state he has never yet found theminiss” in a single instance.

As the writer's mind wandersbackto his boyish days,thereis one autumnin
particularwhich shinesout aboveall the rest;andthat waswhenhis trapswere
first setandwerethe chief sourceof his enjoyment.The adventurougxcitement
which spedhim on in thosedaily trampsthroughthe woods,and the buoyant,
exhilaratng effect of the exercisecan be realizedonly by thosewho havehad
the sameexperience.The hope of sucass, the fears of disappointmentthe
continual suspensend wonderwhich fill the mind of the young trapper,all
combineto investthis sportwith a charmknownto no other. Trappingdoesnot
consistmerelyin the manufactureand settingof the varioustraps.The study of
the habits and peculiaritiesof the different game& here becomesa matter of
greatimportance;and the study of natral history under thesecircumstances
affords a continual source pfeasureandprofit.

Among the most useful, althoughthe most cruel, of inventionsusedby the
professionatrapperarethe steel traps;so muchso thatthe authorwould gladly
omit them.But asthey are of suchunfailing action,of suchuniversalefficacy, Pae6
and in many casesare the only onesthat can be used,any book on trapping
would certainlybe incompletewithout them. The scopeof our volume not only
embracesthe arts of trapgng and trap-making, but extendsfurther into the



subjectof thewild life of atrappingcampaignd contaning full directionsfor
building log cabins,and shantiespoatsand canoeshints on food and cooking
utensils;also full directions for the curing andtanningof fur skinsg in short,a

complete repository of all useful inforti@n pertaining to the life and wants of a

professimal trapper.

In the preparatiorof the work no painshave beensparedo insureclearnessn
generaldirections,and every point which would be likely to puzzlethe reader
has beenspecially coveredby separatdllustration. In this particularit stands
uniquein the list of boys'books. Every difficulty hasbeenanticipated,andin
every instancethe illustrations will be found thoroughly comprehensiveand
complete.That the careand thoroughnessvhich hasbeendisplayedthroughout
the work, and to which its pageswill bear witness, may meet with the
appreciatiorand enthusiastiapprovalof everyboy-readerthroughoutthe land,
is the most earnest hope of

THE AUTHOR.
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