A Pantry Paragon; or, How to make your own can storage bins

We visited my husband's grandparents for the weekend. I've mentioned them in the blog before. Grandpa is an
engineer, and this is evident by the way their house is planned and organized. Visitors love to look through their
house at all of the good ideas in each room. The pantry is no exception.
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Here is a picture of their pantry. As you can see, Grandpa has made
his own can rotating storage bins out of painted cardboard. He likes this version because they are small and
versatile, and can fit into a variety of pantry situations. Of course his version is also much cheaper than the
commercial systems.


http://mormonfoodstorage.blogspot.com/2008/09/pantry-paragon-or-how-to-make-your-own.html
http://mormonfoodstorage.blogspot.com/2008/09/ice-cream.html
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CAN STORAGE BIN
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BILL OF MATERIALS ¢ DIMENSIONS:

FRUIT GAN VEGETABLE CAN | EVAP MILK CAN | SOUP CAN iE
DESCRIPTION 434 x 33@ Dia.|43§ x 3 Dia 53 Dla. |k = 296 bis. |VASE h
SIDES F9l, &B10x 1154 10 x 13 10 x 13 F9&B10M 12| 2 |
BACK 5Y.x 94, 51 x 10 434 x 10 436 x 1044 1
UPPER & CENTER SHELVES|437 x 8 43% x 9% 4V x 9%, | 4bg x 906 2
| LOWER SHELF 43 x 1124 434 x 1344 4lg x 13l |41g x 12)4 1
UPPER FRONT * 1M x 144 33 x 64 337 x 61y 34 x 61y 1
LOWER FRONT * s x 14 11~x 614 1M x 612 |1} x 61y 1
WOOD BLOCK 116 x 434 115 x 4724 1 x kg |12 x o2 1
A 35 3k 3l PEA -
B 334 3y 3V A -
c kA 13 1Y 1% -
D 726 1% 13 1% -
E 4J4 51, 51 54 -
NUMBER OF CANS STORED 9 12 12 12 -

NOTES

1.Material: Thick 1 ply, or 2 ply corrugated 4.

2.

cardboard.
Paint: Any paint.

I used exterior acrylic

latex house paint.
3. Use white glue or carpenters glue.

Reinforce all exterior exposed edges
with a coating of glue.
5. All dimensions are in inches.

6. * Crease and fold approximately ;ﬁ from
each end and fit to the width. Wrap
around the sides.




I asked if he could explain how these are made. To my surprise, he pulled out an engineering drawing with exact
instructions. He gave permission for me to share the plans with the readers of this blog. These plans are for non-
commercial home use only.

Added 1/6/09: Because | couldn't put a pdf file on Blogger, and because | got sick of emailing these out, the
nice gals at Food Storage Made Easy have posted the plans on their site here.

He saved good quality cardboard and cut it to the dimensions indicated on the paper. It's important to cut the
cardboard with a razor blade, he says, so the edge of the cardboard is square, so it will glue together correctly. He
says that you need to stick close to those measurements in order for it to work. He glued it together with white glue.
After it was assembled, he painted it. Any paint will do, he says. The paint significantly increases the strength of
the cardboard. He has been using the bins pictured here for about 13 years, and they are still in good condition.
Each bin is labeled, which makes it easy to find exactly what they want when they need it.

-ll also took a picture of his containers of staples. He got these jars from a manager of Chuck-

a-rama. They use the bungee cords to keep the jars on the shelf in case of an earthquake.

All of the food stored in their pantry is what they use routinely. There are four cans of things like powdered eggs
that they have had for years and have not used, but otherwise they store what they eat and eat what they store.


http://foodstoragemadeeasy.net/
http://foodstoragemadeeasy.net/fsme/docs/shelfplan.pdf

