
Making and using 

a solar cooker  

 

By Joe Radabaugh  

    

 

 

 

 

 

With 

the collectors back and the glass removed, it's easy to get at the 
cooked food.  

The 

solar cooker aimed at the sun.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

A 

solar-cooked meal of rice, tomato sauce and winter squash.  

Side 
view of the solar cooker in action  

The 

top of the inner box must rest one inch lower than the top rim of 

the outer box  



 

 

 

 

 

Loaves 
of solar-baked bread  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here's 

the pattern for the collectors. 

The dimensions will depend on the dimensions of your box.  

Arrange 
the filler pieces so the g lass rests on the top rim of the inner box, and 

so you can slip a finger under the glass to remove it.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

Leave 

two of the flaps on the outer box out, so you can tie the collectors to 
them when it's windy.  

You 

can find the 67° angle by folding a piece of paper as shown here.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

Connect 

the collector panels with glue and with laces.  

The 
side flaps are glued together with the foil sides facing each other.  



To 
make a cloth hinge for the collectors: First, cut off the side 

flaps from one corner.  

Next, 

glue the cloth to the panels  

 

 

 

Making 
the slip-in piece  

Hinged 
collector panels in the folded position  

Attach 

the slip-in piece to the upper collector  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 


