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DESERT
SURVIV AL

To survive and evade in arid or desert areas, you must un-
derstand and prepare for the environment you will face.
You must determine your equipment needs, the tactics you
will use, and how the environment will affect you and your
tactics. Your survival will depend upon your knowledge of
the terrain, basic climatic elements, your ability to cope
with these elements, and your will to survive.

TERRAIN
Most arid areas have several types of terrain. The five basic desert
terrain types are-.Mountainous (High Altitude)..Rocky plateau..Sand dunes.
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.
.Salt marshes..Broken,dissectedterrain ("gebel"or "wadi").

Desertterrain makesmovementdifficult and demanding.Land naviga-
tion will be extremelydifficult astheremaybevery fewlandmarks.
Coverand concealmentmay be very limited; therefore,the threat
of exposureto the enemyremainsconstant.

Mountain Deserts
Scatteredrangesor areasof barrenhills or mountainsseparatedby dry,
flat basinscharacterizemountain deserts.High ground may risegradu-
ally or abruptly from flat areasto severalthousandmetersabovesea
level.Most of the infre~uentrainfall occurson high ground and runs off
rapidly in the form of Hashfloods.Thesefloodwaterserodedeepgullies
and ravinesand depositsandand gravelaroundthe edgesof thebasins.
Waterrapidly evaporates,leavingthe land asbarrenasDefore,although
theremay be short-livedvegetation.If enoughwater entersthe basin to
compensatefor the rateof evaporation,shallow lakesmay develop,such
asme Great Salt Lake in Utan, or the Dead Sea.Most of theselakes
havea high salt content.

Rocky Plateau Deserts
Rocky plateaudesertshaverelatively slight relief interspersedwith
extensiveflat areaswith quantitiesof solid or broken rock at or near
the surface.Theremaybe steep-walled,erodedvalleys,known aswadis
in the Middle Eastand arroyosor canyonsin the United Statesand
Mexico.Although their flat bottomsmay be superficiallyattractiveas
assemblyareas,the narrowervalleyscanbe extremelydangerousto men
and material due to flash flooding after rains.TheGolanHeights is an
exampleof a rocky plateaudesert.

Sandy or Dune Deserts
Sandy'or dune desertsareextensiveflat areascoveredwith sandor
gravel."Flat" is a relative term, assomeareasmay containsanddunes
that areover 300metershigh and 16to 24kilometerslong. Trafficability
in suchterrainwill dependon thewindward or leewardslopeof the
dunesand the textureof the sand.Other areas,however,may be flat
for 3,000metersand more.Plant life may'vary from noneto scrubover
2 metershigh. Examplesof this type of desertinclude the edgesof the
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