A Hand-Written Receipt for
Nine Guns and Nine Bayonets

Signed by a Continental Army Officer

On July 5, 1776

Abstract 

This is a fascinating document from early America, a handwritten receipt for arms signed by a Continental Army officer on the day after the date of the Declaration of Independence. 

The receipt, with the text in an unknown hand, is signed by Army Captain Joseph Churchill in Middletown, Conn. on July 5, 1776. The receipt is for "Nine Guns & Nine Bayonets & belts" for use by his soldiers. 

The arms are being received from Titus Hosmer, a lawyer from Middletown and Justice of the Peace at the time of this transaction. Two years later Hosmer went on to become a member of the Continental Congress and one of the signers of the Articles of Confederation. Later he was elected to the Maritime Court of Appeals in 1780. 

The weapons involved in this transaction are to be used by Capt. Churchill's soldiers as they march from Connecticut to New York to join Washington's army in the fighting in New York. 

The entire receipt including the signature itself is written in brown ink on light-brown paper, measuring approximately 7 1/2" by 6". The back of the document is also signed by Capt. Churchill and dated. 
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